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PREFACE. 


TVyrOST of the travellers who have hitherto obliged the 
world with their obfervations on Portugal, reprefent 
it as 4 barren inhofpitable field for information, without 
idlowing it to po^fs fcarcely an objed worthy to arreft 
die attention of the Philofopher, the Antiquary, or Artift ; 
ai»d, indeed, the contents of their pages appear to corro- 
IxMate the reprefentation. 

Truth, however, will not allow me to plead the (ame 
apology for the want of interefting matter in this work ; 
if it fall (hort of the end propofed, the fault is not to be 
afcribed to that fertile country, but to the want of talents 
Or induftry on my part. 

A nation once celebrated in every quarter of the globe 
' for its difcoveries and conquefts, that abounds with the 
moft valuable mineral and vegetable produdions^ . that car- 
ries on a trade of the grcateft extent and importance, and 
pofleffes many of the moft valuable colonies in the world, 
muft furnifti an innumerable feries of objeds for the 

a confidcr- 
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confideration of the Hiftorian, the Naturalift, and Statef- 

man. 

% 

Leaving thefe momentous fubjeds for the inveftigation 
of more enlightened travellers, I have contented myfelf 
with giving only fuch cafual remarks as came within the 
tontra<fted Iphere of my obfervation, and. thefe I have 
thrown together with very little art or arrangement. 

Whether I have been more or lefs fuccefsfiil in noting 
or recording whatever occurred, than my predeceflbrs 
who have traverfed the fame ground, the public will beft 
determine. I fliall- only obferve, that there is not an 
article in this work they have anticipated, nor a Plate 
with which it is embellifhed or illuftrated (except one *) 
has ever been engraved before, as far as my inquiry has 
extended. 

The extrafts inferted are chiefly from the Porluguefe 
writers, whole names are mentioned, with very few ex- 
ceptions ; and wherever any omifHon of that nature occurs, 

it happened through miftake or failure of memory, and 

not with a view to ufurp the merit of the author. 

When firft I collected thefe fragments, it was not with 

^ an intention to publifli them j but in order to obtain fome 

knowledge of the manners and cufloms, the ancient and 

• The Plan of LUbon. 
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prefent ftate of Portugal. My friends, however, at' length 
intreated me . to commit them to the prefs ; afluring me 
that I would meet with the fame indulgence which artifts; 
ufually claim, and generally receive from the public^ 
whenever they attempt any literary performance. 

Encouraged by this circimiftance, I have complied with 
their requeft, from a convi^ion of having faithfully re- 
prefented whatever came within my view, and correctly 
reported the fubjeds that were verbally communicated 
to me. But at the fame time, not confidering myfelf as 
refponfible for the authenticity of fubjeds thus collected ; 
fince I am but the humble organ through whom they 
are conveyed ; and as a flranger to the country, without 
an opportunity to compare, variety to furnifli feleftion, or 
the means of inveftigating the truth by a number of col- 
lateral evidences. 

Having taken a review, of the whole in arranging it for 

the prefs, I found many paflages that fcood in need of 

emendation, and others that required to be purged of 

their exuberance or expunged ; but thinking it might not 

be unacceptable to the reader to behold the irregular fallies 

of one unaccuftomed to write, I have fuffered them to 

remain unpruned, like fuperfluous branches Ihooting from 

a ftock. 
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A« it was principally through the mimiiioeaee of the 
Right Honourable William Burtoa Conyngham, that J 
haFe been enabled to colled the materials of this work» 
as well as thbfe relating to my di^ription of the Royal 
Monaftery or Batalha, I feel it my indifpi^aible duty mo& 
gratefully to acknowledge the many obligations I owe to 
his conftant patronage and friendihip. 
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ON the twenty-feventh of December, one thoufand 
(even hundred and eighty-eight, I failed from the 
port of Dublin, on board a trading veffel bound to Oporto. 
On the morning of the ieventeenth day after our departure, 
we defcried the mountains of Vianna, which rife at the 
Northern extremity of Portugal. A few miles to the 
South of thefe mountains, appeared Villa do Conde ; here 
our Captain pointed to a feries of arches, the remains 
of an ancient aquedud ; the number we could not afcer- 
tain with the motion of the (hip, but the Captain aflured 
us that they exceeded three hundred, and their apparent 
extent feemed to juftify the ailertion. 

I 

On the evening of the fome day, we approached the bar 
of Oporto^ and made the ufual fignal for a pilot. An 

B eight- 
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eight-oared barge, equipped with a white and black crew, 
foon arrived, with two commiflioned pilots, who informed 
us, much to our regret, that we muft put to fea till the 
next day, as it was too late to pafs the bar. In the niean 
time, a heavy gale arofe which fwelled the fea mountain- 
high. One of the pilots who continued on board, feeing 
the ftorm increafe, conduced us to the bar early the 
following morning, when feveral boat-men came to our 
af&ftance. 

Nature has almoft cut off all communication < be- 
tween this city and the fea ; the channel, in ibme parts, 
being not more than double the breadth of a fliip, and 
fo full of windings, that it requires the utmofl flcill to 
pafs it with fafcty, even in a calm day, but in a tempeft 
like this, the feene is tremendous, and called forth the 
united efforts of the crew, to obviate the danger of the 
rocks, fands, and waves, which oppofed our entrance. 
The river Douro alfo increafed the difficulty, as it now 
ran with the velocity of nine miles an hour, in confe- 
quence of being fwelled beyond its ufiial bounds by a 
fucceflion of rainy days. It is eafier to conceive than de- 
fcribe the conflid; which enfued between this current and 
the waves of the Atlantic, as they met in a narrow channel 
at the mouth of the river. 

About five in the evening, we pafied this Charybdis, with 
only the lofs of an anchor, and arrived oppofite to a con- 
vent 
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▼ent belonging to the order of Saint Anthony, about a mile 
up die river. A fhip from Greenock, in attempting to 
follow our example, was dafhed to pieces almoft in our 
view, but fortunately the hands were (aved, though with 
much difficulty. 

7%e River Douro. 

The Southern banks of the Douro^ as far as the eye 
can reach, is diverfified with convents, and villas, the oc- 
cafional retreat of the wealthier citizens. The groves and 
gardens that accompany them have a charming effed on 
the eye of a Northern vifitant, as the ravages of Winter 
have not dripped them of their verdant foliage. The 
orange-tree, which may be juftly confidered as the emblem 
of gratitude, here furpailed in beauty all the reft ; 

** Flowers and fruits at once £he ihewed, 

** And as ihe pud, difcovered fiill flie owed.** 

The beauty of the profpeft, and the ferenity of the air, 
when compared to the naked trees and piercing winds of 
the country from which we had lately departed, rendered 
the tranfition enchanting. 

The Douro is the largeft river in Portugal, except the 
Tagus ; it takes its rife near Soria^ in Old Caftile, and 
having traverfed a tra6t of about an hundred and twenty 
leagues, is loft in the Weftern Ocean. As it approaches 
the fca, it winds its courfe in a vale formed by two im- 

B .2 menfe 
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menfe and oppoiite mountains, where it is of depth {uf-^ 
£cient for the largeft trading veflels to anchor along the 
banks on either fide. During thred days the rapidity of the 
current prevented our receiving the cuilomary vifits, with- 
out which none dare attempt to go afhore, under pain of 
imprilbnment. The objed of thefe vifits is twofold, the 
one to fearch for contraband goods, the other to examine 
and report the {bite of the padengers health. On the 
evening of the fourth day, three ofEcers came aboard, ac- 
companied by an interpreter, who, in the lofty tone of 
authority, commanded thofe who had either tobacco or 
foap * in his pofleilion, to bring forth the fame : his man- 
date was immediately obeyed; but as the Captain was 
aware of the laws of the country, he fuflered no prohi->> 
bited goods on board, except a fmall quantity of the above 
articles for private ufe, and thefe were not (eized. 

We muft declare, in juftice to thefe ofHcers, that they 
performed their duty with fo much politenefs, that it car- 
ried more the appearance of a friendly vifit than an ofEcial 
fearch. Thofe who have witnefled the vifits of Britifh 
cuftom-houfe officers, upon fimilar occafions, will fcarcely 
believe that fo much urbanity exifts among men of that 
claifs. The late Marquis de Pombal, on his arrival as am- 
bafTador to the Britifh court, was fo rudely treated by a 
group of thefe gentry, that it impreiled him, ever after, 

* The importation of thefe arttclei u prohibited even in the linalleft quantity. 

with 
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witE an unfavourable idea of the execution of the revenue 
laws of this country. And it is gena:all3r (uppofed, that 
this circumftance alone operated as the caufe of the re- 
gulations which he afterwards eftablifhed relative to the 
wine-trade of Oporto, regulations not very friendly to 
the interefl of the Britifh fadory of that city. 

After the vifitation of the above officers, we were in 
expedation of that of the phyflcian ; but as his perfonal 
attendance was prevented by indifpofition, he di^atched 
a certain deputy to fupply his place. This illegitimate 
ion of Elculapius commanded every pedbn on board to 
appear on the deck, whilft he furveyed them from the 
oppofite Ihore, at the diflance of about two hundred 
yards 5 and indeed I could not help furveying him from 
head to foot, for fo curious a figure in the medical line 
never ftruck my fight before. To judge of his talents by 
his drefs, (the modern criterion of merit,) little was to be 
expected, for he appeared to defpife all the formal trap<^ 
pings of the faculty, fuch as the fable drapery, the broad- 
brimmed beaver, the full-bottomed wig, 8cc. his drefs was 
rather convenient than otherwise, it confifted of a red cap, 
a blue jacket fomewhat lacerated at the elbows, — — — — , 
Having confidercd a few minutes, he took a pinch of fhuff, 
then nodding his head, pronounced a few words t6 this 
efFe£k : / certify that ye are all in good healths Whether 
he derived his information from intuition, or from the pene- 
tration of the vifual organs, or whether it happened merely 

3 from 
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from chance, he -certainly pronounced a verdid which' 
even Hippocrates could not refute. 

Oporto. 

On the evening of the eighteenth of January, one thoU'r; 
iand feven hundred and eighty-nine, the paflengers, con- 
iifting of two fhidents, appointed for the univerfity of Sa- 
lamanca, and myfelf, were conduced to Oporto, and re- 
commended to an Englifh tavern, where we took up our 
refidence. The firfl; thing that ftrikes the mind of a 
ftranger, on his arrival here, is the devout appearance of 
the inhabitants. Religion feems to be their only purfuit. 
The clattering of bells, the buttling of proceflions, and the 
^aculations of friars, engage the attention by day, whilft- 
every part refounds by night with the chaunting of 
hymns. 

. Oporto is the fecond city in Portugal, in point of extent, 
"Jpopulation, and trade. It is feated about a league and a 
half from the fea, upon the declivity of a hill, on the 
North fide of the river Douro- The hbufes rife gradually 
one above another, like the ieats of a theatre. The ma- 
jeftic river which flows in the vale, covered with fliips and 
boats, may be compared to a flage, on which, thoufands 
of a^ors arc feen daily engaged in the bufy drama of 
trade. On the oppofite fide, we behold an immenfe moun-; 
tain, which terminates the pro(pe<3:, and prefents this 

commercial 


TRAVELS IN PORTITGAL. 7 

commercial theatre with a fcene highly pidhirefque, con- 
fiding of gardens, villas, convents, wine-ftores, &c. all 
in the mc^ natural ftyle of perfpeftive and colouring. 

According to fome antiquaries, the name of this city 
is derived froni Calle, the title by which the Romans 
diftinguifhed it. According to others, it is derived from 
the name of the founder, fuppofed to be GeteluSy the fon 
of Cecrops king of Attica, after whom it was called Partus 
GettluSy and hence they deduce the word Portu-gal. But 
the name of the kingdom, as Andrew Refendius, a man 
of great learning, makes it appear, is derived from the 
haven or port of Gale^ formerly a little obfcure place, 
£tviated upon a rifing ground on. the river Douro. The 
hsu'bour was at flrft reforted to upon the account of iifliing, 
and being found very convenient for that purpofe, numbers 
of people flocked from all parts and fettled there. In 
time, it became a xich and populous city, and was called 
Portugal, a name which has fince extended to the whole 
kingdom. This was the opinion of Oforio, and alfo of 
Camoens, as appears by the following lines r 

In that proud port half-circled by the wave,. 
Which Portugallia to the natioa gave. 

Mickle*s Lufiad, b. vl.. 

A& we have fhewn the reafon antiquaries aflign for die 

kiflgdom's being called Portugal, it may not be improper 

to obferve, that, as it includes a great part of ancient Z/«- 

5 Jitaniay, 
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foaniay ib it is often diftinguifhed by that name. alio. We 
fhall therefore, in the courfe of this work, ufe the names 
Portugal and JLuJitania promifcuoufly, as all the writers of 
that country have done. 

Oporto, in common with moft ancient cities, has the 
defers oi being narrow, and fo irregularly difpofed, that 
there is fcarccly a houfe in it with four right angles* 
Hence, a ftranger would be led to fuppoie, that the forty- 
feventh prc^fition of the firft book of Euclid had not yet 
found its way thither. The corner-houfes of the ftreets hi 
general, being obliquely difpofed, render the adjoining 
houfes of the fame figure, as every one follows the crooked 
jplan of his next neighbour. Thus all become rhomboids 
and trapeziums, defe<Sts which at £rft might have been 
avoided by relinquifhing a little ground ; but there are 
very few in conunercial cities, who would facri£ce a few 
feet of their property, even for what Pythagoras feerificed 
a hecatomb. 


Many of the ftreets are fo fteep, that a man may be 
faid rather to climb than walk them. But this defed is 

» 

compenfated by their cleanlinefs, which they owe more 
to nature than police ; for as often as it rains, the floods of 
the adjoining mountains rufh down in torrents, and fweep 
away all the impurities of the town. Lamps have not 
yet been introduced in the ftreets, except thofe which are 
placed at the Sacraria of the Madonas. 

The 
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The houfes, when viewed at a moderate diftance, have 
a clean agreeable appearance, owing to the colour of the 
materials, the lownefs of the roofs, and their not being 
disfigured by a multiplicity of chimnies, thofe vehicles of 
dirt, which make fo confpicuous an appearance in the 
buildings of Northern climates. Here no apartment is 
fumifhed with a fire-place but the kitchen, and this is 
ufually placed in the attic ftory. 

The churches are large, flrong, and magnificent build- 
ings,- but totally devoid of every thing that conftitutes 
Scientific architedure : theirs is of a fpecies between the 
Teutonic and Tufcan. The materials of which they are 
formed are excellent, and the mafbnry-part not without 
merit. It is fcarcely credible what riches are lavifhed on 
the iniide of them ; the altar-pieces, baldachins, &c. how- 
ever defedive in de%n, exhibit a profufion of gilding. 
Gold is certainly a very efFedual thing to conceal the want 
of art or icience, or — — . ' And yet the Portuguefe 
have ibme artifts not devoid of merit, but unfortunately 
they are not encouraged. I knew a painter here named 
Glama, who would do credit to any fchool in Europe, 
h^d he incitement to call forth the latent powers that 
were imprifbned withift him : he was a native of Portugal, 
and had fhidied many years in Italy, where he acquired 
a corrednefs of drawing, and a chaflenefs of colouring, 
that indicated uncommon talents. Nbtwithflanding, he 
aiTured me that be could fcarcely eke out a miferable 

c pittance, 
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pittance, though he painted every thing that was offered 
to him, from the fign-poft to the apofUe. 

A lady who refided many years at Oporto, relates the 
following anecdote of a rich merchant of that city, who 
intended to embellifli his apartments with paintings : 
for this purpofe he applied to Signor Glama, who hap- 
pened then to have fome valuable ancient pictures in his 
pofleflion, which he was commiflioned to fell at a very 
moderate price ; but the merchant, who was a better judge 
of the produce of the grape than of the pencil, Aarted 
with furprife when he demanded twenty moidores for a 
Corregio, and faid, " That he had lately bought two new 
** pidlures of larger dimenfions for the fame money 1" 

Signor Glama was one of the artifls employed by the 
Right Honourable William Burton Conyngham, when on 
his travels through Portugal, in making drawings and 
(ketches of antiquities, &c. which may be feen among 
this gentleman*8 valuable coUedtion of papers relating to 
Portugal. 

The General Hofpital, if completed, would be the 
largeft building in Oporto. The principal front was in- 
tended to confift of an hexaftyle portico in the Doric 
order, with a pavilion on each fide. Although it is up- 
wards of twenty years finoe the foundation of this ftruc- 
ture was laid, there is yet but a wing of one of the pavi- 
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lions covered in ; the reft is raifed but a few feet above 
the furface, and is likely to remain in this ftate, a magni- 
ficent modern ruin, and a lafting monument of the folly 
of not proportioning the defign to the public purfe. The 
fite is of all others, perhaps, the moft ineligible for oeco- 
nomy, on account of the inequality of the ground, a cir- 
cumftance which obliged the archited: to build walls in the 
flanks, as mafly as the famous wall which feparates China 
from Tartary. * 

Towards the North Weft part of the city, upon an 
eminence, is fituated the barrack ; ij confifts of three files 
of fmall but clean apartments, of about ten feet in height ; 
oppofite to it, is an extenfive parade. The whole is en- 
compafled by a wall, and is fuppofed to contain about five 
hundred infantry. On entering the gate, it is cuftomary 
to falute the centinel. Deferters are generally puniftied, 
not with ftripes, but with fervile labour ; we met half-a- 
dozen of thefe vidims chained in pairs, carrying provifion 
on their backs^ which to a Portuguefe is a mark of the 
greateft ignominy ; for, according to their generous fenti- 
ments, that part of the human frame, which is never to 
be feen by the enemy, is not to be degraded by any fervile 
oppreflion ; hence, even the pooreft peafant is always 
found to carry his load, either in his hands, or on his head. 

■ 

The annexed plate exhibits a view of a building which 
is nearly completed, and intended principally for the ufe 

c 2 of 
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of the Britifli fadory. The ground-ftory is to be the Ex- 
change; the next (over the mei^zanine) the Ball-room, 
which is fifty-five feet long by thirty broad, and has two 
tier of windows in the front. The whole is carried on from 
the defigns of William Whitehead efq. the Briti{h conful. 
Over the center acrotoire, on the top of the building, 
is to be placed a Aatue, on the fubjed: of which the 
fadory have not yet decided, and in all probability will 
not for fome time, as artifts are generally the laft who are 
confulted here on thefe occafions. We fhould fuppofe, 
that in a commercial edifice like this, taking the country 
into confidcration, a ftatue of Prince Henry, the Pharaoh 
of navigation and the fource of commerce, would not be 
unfuitable. He is generally reprefented as holding a globe 
in one hand, a chart in the other, and his motto on the 
pedeftal Talent de bienfaire^ The ingeriious archited has 
filled four pages in folio with calculations, which ran to 
quadratick equations, in demonftrating how much the in- 
tended ftatue |hould incline forward, fb as to appear per- 
fedly ered to a fpedator viewing it fiom the oppofite fide 
of the ftreet. Hiftory does not inform us, that Phidias 
required the afiiftance of algebra in decorating Athens 
with his graceful ftatues. 

On the South fide of the town, near the verge of the 
river, is an extenfive building called the Serra^ perched 
upon the brow of a lofty precipice. Its form and fitua- 
tioo convey the idea of a barracjiE ; and indeed I almoft 
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concluded it was fbme military ftrudure, upon feeing a 
number of flags difplayed from the windows : on inquiry, 
However, I found it was a convent belonging to the 
order of friars called the Cruzesy who this day difplayed 
their enfigns, in honour of their patron faint. My guide 
pointed to one of the Others, drefled in a black cloak and 
flouched hat ; he was mounted on a mule,^ according to 
the rules of his community, which ordain, that th^ 
muft not be feen outfide of the boundaries of the convent 
on foot. Each friar, therefore, is equipped in that manner ; 
fo that they form, as it were, a fort of cavalry to the. 
ecclefiaftick corps, and are, in general, richer and more 
refpeded, or at leaft would be thought Co, than the ec- 
clefiaftick in&ntry. 


Among the commercial ^rics, the wine-ftores claim 
the firft rank, after the cuflom-houfe, in point of fize. 
One of them, belonging to Mr. Warre, a Bridfh merchant^ 
is an hundred aiid forty feet long by nine^ broad. The 
infide is divided into three corridores, by two feries of 
flone piers, extending from the one end to the other. Be* 
tween thefe piers, and next the widls, are placed the 
wine pipes, two in he^ht. Several coopers^ and labourers, 
are daily employed in preparing the wine for exportation » 
We were (hewn here a fort of white wine> the produce of 
the province, which is fo influenced by the weather, that 
when it raini it becomes muddy and unfit for ufe« 
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The following recipe, I am informed, is fometimes ufed 
by the merchants of Portugal for correding four wine. 
Fixed alkali, or fait of tartar, put into four wine, will 
abforb the acidity, and give it the tafte and fmell of new 
wine. Too much alkali will turn it black and muddy ; in 
order to avoid this defedt, a quantity of the acid liquor is 
mixed with the alkali before it is applied. 

In order to give the reader an idea of the annual ex- 
ports of this city, it may not be uninterefting to annex the 
following ftate of the fame in the year one thoufand 
icven hundred and eighty-nine : 

35,600 Pipes of wine, fhipped to various parts of Europe and 

America. 
4,989,000 Varas * of linen cloth, the greater part of which wa« fent 

to America. 
40,000 Varas of fluff, fent to Brazil and Lifbon. 

92,000 Covados f of woollen cloth, baize, &c. manufa^ured at 

Oporto and its diflrid. 

1 1 0,000 Dozen of various pieces of pottery. 

8,500 Pipes of oil, part of which was fent to Brazil. 

10,500 Ghefts of Brazil fugar. 

56,000 Arrobas % of fumach, tartar, potter's lamina, Icmon-peels, 

and oork. 


* Vara^ A meafure nearljr equal to a yard« 

f Covadoy A meafure which contains three quarters of a vard^ or a Flemifli ell, 

f Arroioy A weight of thirty-two pounds in Portugal* - . ■ 

1,200 
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1,200 ^////tf/f * of bay-berries. 
9,000,000 Sweet and four oranges* 
8,000 Lemons, 

500,000 Varas of lace, and other ornamental manufactures j fent ta 

Brazil. 

150,000 Covados of filk, manufadured at Oporto and its diftrids ; 

fent to Brazil. 

RelpeAing the manners of the inhabitants of Oporto, 
my (hort refidence in this city has enabled me to form 
but a fuperficial idea, efpecially of the females, who are 
feldom obferved out of doors, except in going to, or re- 
turning from church, sl place they ufually vifit twice a-day ; 
and then the face is veiled, or half-concealed beneath th« 
folds of a black mantle. The few that I have feen un- 
mafked, had a pale complexion, black Iparkling eyes, 
and a countenance replete with fimplicity. In ftature 
they are rather low, but of a pleafing figure, their walk 
,and deportment are eafy and graceful. 

The men 5ire well-proportioned, rather low than tall, 
have a brown complexion, and referved countenance. They 
are polite to ftrangers, and refpeftful to each other; even 
the pooreft people are treated by their fuperiors with civi- 
lity. Their drefs in Winter is rather warm than elegant ; 
a large capote covers all but the feet, and a part of the 
head. 

♦ ^(intaly A weight containing four ffrr(?i J/, or 128 lb. 

The 
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The labourers chiefly employed here are natives of Ga- 
licia, a province of Spain ; hence they are called Galegos: 
Their number is computed at eight thoufand in Oporto 
alone, and the whole kingdom is thought to contain not 
lefs than fifty thoufand of thefe induftrious adventurers. 
If this ftatement be corred, (^d I do not give it on light 
authority,) and that each man lays up, on an average, 
eighteen pence per week, then the moil profitable trade of 
Portugal is carried on by the Galicians ; for their favings, 
according to this calculation, amount to one hundred and 
ninety-five thoufand pounds per annum, which they carry 
to their own country. Thofe who have witnefled their 
manner of living, will admit that the fum is fiated rather 
below than above the truth 5 for they are the moil oeco- 
nomic people in the world. They are fed gratuitoufly at 
the 'gates of the convents, lodged in cellars, flables, or 
cloiflers, and clothed in rags, in which they ufually repofc. 
Yet many <^ them poflefs lands and houfes in their own 
country, whither they return at flated periods to divide 
their hard-earned pittance with their ^miliesj and finally 
netire, as fbon as they have made fufHcient to live inde* 
pendent of labour, to fpend the evening of life in the 
fimple enjoyment of domeflic felicity. To the honour of 
this induftrious race we fhould not forget to mention, that 
the allurements of gain have rarely been known to betray 
any of them to commit a difhqnefi a^on. 

Here 
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Here I took leave of my fellow-pafiiengers, highly 
pleafed with the civility of our hoftefs, who was a good 
friendly old woman, though reputed for raifing her voice 
at times ; but as this proceeded more from necefHty than 
choice, it was excufable in a folitary widow like her, con- 
tending with adverfity at an age when others £nk into 
reft. Her tongue was the weapon {he generally appealed 
to whenever (he thought her rights invaded, and the only 
weapon fuch a feeble creature was capable of wielding. 
We aiked her why fhe did not return to her native country ; 
'' Ah I {(aid fhe) that country is too cold for one that has 
*' been (b long accuftomed to this ; but at all events, I 
« fhall return thither three months before I die, in order 
*^ to leave my bones in old England.** 


yi yournal of /even Days Journey from Oporto to 

Bataiha* 

January 23. I fet out for Batalha in a £nall chaiie, 
accompanied by a Portuguefe youth going to Liilbon to 
be educated for the church. This youth was recom- 
mended to my attention by his guardian, an aged prieft, 
who, though in no wife related to him, maintained and 
educated him from his infancy, when death deprived him 
of his parents. The friendly manner in which he em- 
braced him at our departiuc, and the tendernefs he ex- 
preiled for him by his tears, imprefled me with a high 

]> opinion 
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opinion of the hurminity of thoik pebple, and fceom- 
mended this worthy prieft's ian^ity and hymanity, mcM'e 
than his rofary and reverential habit. 

As foon as we crof]&d the Douro, we were joined by 
three other carriages returning to Liibon ; two of them 
were empty, the other was engaged by a gentleman from 
the province of Minho. This gentleman has been my 
topographer on the road ; and I fear that the names of 
ibme places, not to be found in the Portuguese maps, 
partake of the corrupt orthography of his province, where- 
in they {peak a dialed between the Portx^efe and the 
Sp^fh languages. We were alfo accompanied, in the firft 
day's journey, by four Galician labourers, employed by 
the muleteers for the purpofe of aflifting them in refcuing 
their vehicles and mules from the obftrudions that lay in 
the way. It is extraordinary, that fo near the fecond city 
in the kingdom, there is not a perch of what we fhould 
call a road ; foihe efforts, it is true, have been made to 
form one, but fo ill contrived, that the firft torrent has 
fwept the greater part of it awiy. We fhould not have 
been able to pnH:eed without the aid of theie labourers, 
as the mules were every moment tumbling, or embarrafled 
in the mud, where they mufl have remained but for the 
united efforts of the company. At four o'clock in the 
afternoon we reached Dos Carvalbos in ^ miferable plight ; 
. mules and muleteers, Galicians and paflengers, all in the 
iame livery, beipattered from head to foot. 

I Eftalagem 
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Eftale^em dios Carvalhos^ or the Caravanfary of the Oaks, 
^iftant about one league from Oporto, which we left 
at nine o*clock in the morning, clofed this day^s ftage. 
Whilft dinner was preparing, I took a furvey of this exten- 
sive Caravanfary, and fketched the view of the fame here- 
unto annexed, (Plate IL) It contains, befides a number of 
unfurniihed apartments, offices for cattle, implements of 
Jiufbandry, &c. The moft commodious part of the whole 
is the ftable ; but the kitchen appeared to be the mod en- 
tertaining; about the center of it is a circular eflrade, 
xaifed about fourteen inches above the floor, on which the 
£re was placed^ and (everal earthen pots refting upon tri- 
pods. Here all aflembled to fpend the evening. Priefts, 
pilgrims, gentlemen, muleteers, and beggars, without dif- 
tin<^on, fat round this blazing orb, in focial intercourfe ; 
one clafs chaimting vefpers, another reciting rofaries, a 
third recounting miraculous tales of provincial faints, 
whilft, at intervals, a well-timed joke ftole round, which 
relaxed even the brow of devotion, and let the circle on 


a roar. 


When fupper was ready, the motley fbciety fat down as 
promifcuoufly as before, to a table covered with fimples, 
that would fuit the palate of an Epidbetus. This table 
was placed in a hall, the door of which was feldom clofed 
by day or night ; every one had free accefs to it, the poor 
might enter as freely as the rich, and when once entered, 
all the imaginary diftindions which feparate mail from 

j> 2 his 
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his fellow-being vaniflied. The grave is not a greater 
enemy to diftindions, than the Caravanfary dos Car^ 
valbos ! 


4 

yanuary 24. Here our Galicians confijgned us to our 
fate, and returned to Oporto. At five in the morning 
we continued our journey, amidft inceflant rain, to St, 
Antonio da Rafana, where we took up our lodging for 
the night. Our repaft, which included dinner and fup- 
per, confided of bread, wine, dried fifh, and oil ; the 
latter I did not tafte, as I faw the cruet repleniflied from 
the . lamp. A Portuguefe gentleman who fat next me^ 
cried in broken Englifli, ** This is bad fare. Sir, but you 
" mufl exped no better till you get to Lifbon.'* 

After dinner, I paid ray refpeds to the family of the 
houfe, and found the hoftels, with her two daughters, 
feated on their heels, fpinning flax by the light of a lamp. 
The fpindle and difbriff fupplied the place of the wheel-, 
the ufe of which, perhaps, is unknown to them. It ts 
much to the credit of the women of Portugal, efpecially 
thofe of the province of Beira, that they manufadure all 
the linen ufed in the kingdom, through its various branches.^ 
they fow the grain, reap the produce, and hatchel the 
flax, afterwards they weave the yarn, and make up linen, 
not inferior, perhaps, to any in Europe, for colour, foft- 
nefs, and durability. Every houfe is fupplied with plenty 
of this linen, however indigent in other refjpeds; even 

9 the 
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the table of the pooreil peafant has a clean cloth and nap* 
kin, though his repail confifted of nothing more than 
bread and chefhuts. 

Sunday^ yanuary 2$xk* Ourmuleteers would not de- 
part this moming till they heard divine fervice* We ac- 
companied them ta a finall chapel, about half a mile from* 
the village, where a venerable old father celebrated the 
fendce of the day with great decency. The auditory had 
a re{pe<^able appearance y not one was to be feen among 
them whofe apparel befpoke wretchedneis.^ This day's 
journey was more plcafant than that of the foregoing, as the 
weather was fair,, and the way tolerably clean, Tovsrards 
the Weft we had an agreeable profped of the fea ; the land 
bordering on the coaft appeared in good cultivation, and 
the (helving mountains were planted with trees. At five 
o'clock we concluded our Sabbath-day's journey j^ at a little 
vill^e called Algarve Veilha^ nine computed leagues from 
Oporto* We expected our dinner would have compenfated 
the involuntary abftemioufnei^ of the two preceding days, 
on which flefh-meat was interdiAed ; but to an Epicure 
how great the difappointment I when fummoned to the 
board, inftead of the fmoking firloin, we found but a 
morfel of beef floating in an ocean of meagre foup. 

At the commencement of the night a group of fwains 
lerenaded the village, attuning their nodurnal ftrains to 
the charms of their favourite nymphs : afterwards they 

aflembled 
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afTembled at our inn, and danced with the muleteerS) who 
feemed at every trip to fhake off the fatigue of the journey. 
The village-nymphs were content to rettiain as fpetflators, 
except one, guarded by a toothlefs duenna, who ventured 
to join with a fpruce city muleteer in a fandango* 

^January 26th. We fet out at fix 6*cIock in the morn- 
ing, and paiTed through a pleafant country, diverfified 
with hill and dale, clothed with groves of fpruce and cork 
firees. Having crdfied the river Vouga^ we met another, 
a fhort dijdance from thence, properly named Rio da Bella. 
After taking fbme refreshment at Sardady we pafled 
through F'illa da Bella, the appearance of which does not 
juftify tht name. In every village, we obferved that the 
refidence of the lord of the manor was diftinguiflied from 
the other houfes by its magnitude ; in the front are ten or 
twelve apertures without glafs ; the infide correfponds 
to the fimplicity of the outward appearance, with regard 
to ornament ; and as to furniture, the poft-deluvian habita- 
tions, perhaps, were not lefs encumbered. In a country 
like this, where the mildnefs of the air, and the verdure of 
the fields at every feafon of the year refemble a perpetual 
fpring, the inhabitants, conftantly invited abroad, are ac- 
cuftomed to confider their houfes as little more than places 
of (helter by night Hence furniture is to them of no 
real ufe, except the few articles that appertain to the con- 
veniencies of their limple mode of living, and in the choice 

of thefe few they are not very fcrupulous. 

During 
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During a good part of this day we travelled through a 
fine level country, but vtrithout inhabitants or cultivation, 
though the foil appeared well calculated for every fpecies 
of culture. Land is of fo little value here, that, inftead of 
fquare or triangular divifions of property, the <Mily repa- 
rations known are rivers and mountains. A farm-hQufe 
is a novelty, and one might as well ieek in the deferts of 
Lybia for a rick of hay, or a ftack of com. Melhado 
clofed this day's journey ; as fbon as we (at down, the table 
was ipread with bread, honey, fruit, and wine. 

Januarj a 7th offered the moft fublime profpe^ I 
ever beheld. We reached the fummit of the lofBeft moun- 
tain in this part of the country about break of day, when 
a few feeble rays, of a deep purple colour, begto to (hoot 
along the Eaflern fky. Thefe Shortly yielded to a tranfient 
cone of rays of a &ffroa hue, which appeared to afcend 
like the flames of a volcano ; their rapid expanfion in - 
ftantly difpelled every gloom, and filled the horizon with 
a blaze of glory. We flopped a while, and looked with 
admiration at the phenomenon, whilft we refleded on the 
omnifcient Fiat of the Creator, as delivered by the Divine 
Hiftorian, thus in the language of the Poet, 

Light heard Goo*8 voice, and eager to obey, 
From 9,11 her Orient fountains burft a way. 


Coimhra% 
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Coimbra, 

At ten o'clock in the forenoon we arrived at Coimbra, 
a city long celebrated as the Athens of Portugal. It 
is fituated in 40* 1 2' North latitude, about an hundred 
miles from Lifbon^ and built partly on the Weftern fide 
of a fteep rocky precipice, and partly on a plain conti- 
guous to the liver Mondego, Notwithftanding the elevation 
of its fite, we did not perceive it till we had almofl en- 
tered on it ; when the churches, colleges, and lofty towers 
broke in upon the view at once^ and realized the defcrip- 
tion of Camoens : 

Here caftle walls in warlike grandeur lour. 
Here cities fwell, and lofty temples tower: 
In wealth and grandeur each with other vies ; 
When old and loved the parent-monarch dies *. 

Luftad^ b. ill. 

This dty formerly experienced all the viciflitudes of 
war, and a rapid fucceflion of different mafters. Ro- 
mans, Alans, Moors, &c. fucceffively maintained a tran- 
iitory polleflion of it, as may be colle<Jled, I am informed, 
from the remains of various infcriptions, ftill to be feen 
on the walls of its ancient ftruftures. 

* ParetU-monarcb ju t King Diniz, the Lufiad of CsunoenS) are according to 

vho founded the univerfity of Ceimira.— Mr. Mickle's excellent tranflation of that 

For brevity's £ikej we beg leave to advert, beautiful poem, 
that the extra^ cited iq this work from 

To 
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To the philofophic mind it muft afFord a train of 
pleafing refledions, on confidering, that this delightful 
foot, once the fanguinary theatre of hoftile contention, 
is now become the peaceful retreat of the mufes. Its col- 
leges are numerous, and liberally endowed. The number 
of ftudents in the various clafles of literature are eftimated 
at three thoufand. 

In examining the interefting objeds of this city, I had 
almofb forgot to deliver a letter of introdu^on to the 
Prior of St. B I was conduced to his cell, where 

he had juft funk into his after-dinner nap ; and as the 
thermometer, to a Portuguefe conilitution, was rather 
low, he fat in a two-armed chair, oppofite to a window, 
through which the beams of the fun played on him in all 
their meridian effulgence. His feet were inveloped in a 
bafket of ftraw-work, and his body wrapped up in a black 
mantle lined with flannel. To the wearied forlorn traveller, 
how happy mufl fuch a flate of peace and flumber appear, 
when contrafled with the anxieties attendant on adive life. 
And the ej9e6:s of this unagitated abftradion feemed im- 
prefled on his Reverence's countenance, the plump features 
of which plainly evinced that he never perplexed his mind 
in the intricate labyrinth of fcience. After a few minutes, 
he configned me to the care of two young gentlemen, 
iludents of the univerfity, who very politely fhewed me 
feveral of the moft flriking curiofities of the Mufeum. 

& I re- 
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I regretted that time would not permit me to examine 
fiifHciently the fine colle6ion of land and Tea animals this 
Muieum Contains. Here are alfo a very extenfive feries of 
the various clafles in the mineral and vegetable kingdoms^ 
arranged according to the Linnaean fyftem. If we may 
judge from the capacioufhefs of the feveral apartments 
occupied by theie rarities, the Muieum of Coimbra is 
inferior to few in Europe ; which is not extraordinary, if 
we recoiled that for ages it has been the repofitory of the 
curious produiStions of nature and of art, pouring in from 
the Eaftem and Wcfliern hemifpheres. The Library is alfb 
very extaifive, and flored with an immenfe number of 
printed books and manufcripts. 


From the many local advantages Coimbra poflefles for 
trade and manufadures, an Englifh traveller is furprifed to 
fee how little the inhabitants avail themfelves of thefe 
favourable circumftances. But that, in a great meafure, is 
owing to their finding an eafier mode of fubfiilence in 
devoting their time to the fervice of the univerfity. Its 
principal fa<3:ories confifl of pottery, of which there are 
fix for red ware, and eleven for glazed. The experience 
of ages, with the aid of various experiments made in the 
chymical elaboratoiy of the univerfity, have contributed to 
raife thi^ branch to a high degree of perfedion. Woollen 
and linen cloths are alfo manufa6hired here, and it fupplies 
the kingdom with wooden tooth^picks, 

6 ■ Towards 
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Towards , the clofe of the evening, I walked through 
fome of the ftreets in the lower part of the town, and 
found them crowded, as it was market-day. Among the 
various articles expofed for fale, the chief were pottery, 
honey, wax, and vegetables. The home-cofifumption of 
the firft article cannot, I imagine, be very great ; for, 
notwithftanding its fragility, it feldom falls a vidlim to 
paffion or inebriety ; as perhaps no nation is more exempt 
from the fallies of the one, or the excefs of the other, than 
the Portuguefe. 


One of our Chinefe hiflorians obferves, that the people 
of Canton make the fale of their brittle ware the baro- 
meter of European pafllons ; and as often as the fale' aug- 
ments, they are known to fay, " The preceding year has 
** been a paflionate one in Europe." 

* 

A (hort diftance from the above fcenes of frugal traffic, 
I approached a fmall aflembly of men and women beneath 
a ftied adjoining to a fmith's forge; their voices were 
united in chaunting vefpers, which, however, did not 
interrupt the courfe of induftry. The blackfmith, who 
led the concert, continued to hammer out the horfe-ihoe, 
the malleable notes of which were modulated by the fb- 
norous bafe of a wine-tierce that a cooper was hooping. 
Every paufe of the hammer and adze was filled with the 
fweet notes of the females, who, without thefe accom- 



E 2 paniments. 


i8 TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 

paniments, would have rendered juftice to the £acrc6. 
fong. 

In the year one thoufand two hundred and forty-fix, 
an inftance of loyalty occurred in this city, which de- 
ferves to be recorded, as it ftrongly marks the bravery of 
the ancient Portuguele, and their fidelity to their lawful 
fovereign. A brave old fbldier, named Don Martin de 
Frettasy was appointed governor of the town by JDon 
Sancbo the Second. When his ambitious brother Alonzoy 
who was about to ulurp his crown, had laid fiege to it, 
Freitas, faithful to his truft, and fuperior to bribes qt 
.threats, encouraged the befieged to bury themfelves in the 
ruins of the fortrefs, rather than yield to a man who could 
ftifle the feelings of a brother, and violate the duty of a 
fiibje<ft. Having fuflained the fiege twelve months, and 
finding his refources exhaufted, he repaired fecretly to 
Toledo, the laft afylum of his unfortunate fovereign ; 
But, alas! the Prince, weighed down with afilidion, 
a few days before had paid the laft debt to Nature. 
The governor, however, was not iatisfied till he ful- 
filled the folemn vow he made; namely, never to deliver 
up the keys committed to his truft, but to him from 
whom he received them. Accordingly he ordered his fe- 
pulchre to be opened, and put the keys of the city into 
the cold hand of his generous mafter. Having thus ful- 
filled his duty, he returned to Coimbra, which ftill held 

out by his order, and then furrendered to Alonzo, 

Don 
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Don Sancbo is allowed by moft hiflorians to have been 
a fuft king, a brave commander, and an aiFedionate huf- 
band. His queen, Dona Mecia, according to the fuperfti- 
don of the age, was £ud to have given him an enchanted 
draught, to incite his amour, which difturbed his intelleds. 
The clergy, in conjundion with his brother Alonzo.^ Earl 
'of Bologna, were foppofed to have been the propagators of 
this calumny, and the fomenters of the confufions which 
enfued ; till at laft the unfprtunate Prince was depofed by 
pope Innocent IV. His beautiful queen was torn from 
him, conveyed away as a prifbner by one named Raymond 
Portocareroy and ,was never heard of more. 

The fate of the above Prince, when compared to that 
of Alfonfo VI. involves a queftion which the civilians 
of Portugal can beft anfwer. The former loft his wife, his 
crown, and his liberty, for one of the moft amiable virtues 
in private life ; namely, loving his wife. Whereas Don 
Alfonfo^ in the feventeenth century, loft his liberty, hrs 
crown, and his wife, for the very contrary cauile. 

*January 28th. At day-break we refumcd our journey, 
and arrived at the village of Condexa ; in which I do not 
remember any thing remarkable. Solgeira prefented the 
fource of a river, which guihed from the interftices of a 
number of {harp disjointed rocks. At five in the evening 
we entered Pombal, a city diftinguifhed by giving title to 

5 *^« 
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the late celebrated Marquis *, whoie hamt will ever found 
like the departing knell to the difciples of Ignatius Loycda. 
The remains of that illuftrious iUtefman axe deposited in 
the parifh church of this city ; the inhabitants fpeak of 
him with enthuiiaftic refpedl. 

» 

There are but few obje<9:s here to arreft the traveller's 
attention, except a caAle, pliaced, as ufual^ on an emi- 
nence ; the dilapidated remains of which are fcarceiy fuf- 
ficient to enable even an artift to form an idea of its former 
ftate ; and it is probable, that in a few years, the remaining 
fragments will experience the fate of the foregoing, which 
have been carried away for the pious purpofe of building 
convents. 

Having furveyed thefe veftiges, I returned to the inn, to 
partake of a fowl boiled in rice ; there were alfo fome frefli 
eggs, and a defert of figs and walnuts ; fo that we fared 
fumptuoufly to-day. But we were not equally happy in 
a bed-chamber, for the place where we lay was better cal- 
culated for dancing than repofe, both from its dimenfions 
and fituation ; it was immediately over the ftable, where 
there was at leaft a Icore of mules, each furnifhed with a 
bracelet of fmall bells, which continued tinkling all night 
with the nodding of their heads, as they contended with 
knotty ftraw. I'he floor Was compofed of planks, with- 

* The Marquis de PombftL 
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out a ceiling, perforated in fbme parts, and flirunk in 
others, leaving vacuities about the width of the S in the 
ibunding-board of a guitar ; fo that every tinkle diftindlly 
reached the ear. To reft in a fituation of this kind was 
impofUble ; therefore I was under the neceflity of roufing 
the muleteers to proceed on our joiwney. The miftrefs 
of the inn, at our departure, made a handfome apology : 
** I am forry, Senhors, (faid fhe,) that you have not refted 
<< well; but fince the muflck was not agreeable, I fhalL 
** make no charge for it.'* 

January 29th. Pafled through the city of Leiriay of" 
which we fhall have occafion to {peak hereafter. In five 
hours after, we arrived at Batalha. Here I took leave of 
my fellow-travellers, with no imall fhare of mutual regret ; 
no perfon in my fituation could have witnefied fo much 
kindnefs, without bearing teftimony to the fidelity of my 
muleteer, who feemed anxious to fupply every inconve- 
nience of the inns, and render the journey as agreeable, aa^^ 
pofilble. 
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R<^al Monafiery of Batalha. 

The fight of this edifice would have amply repaid a 
longer journey, even though lefs pleafant, than that I had 
juft experienced ; and what enhanced the pleafure of the 
proipe^t, was the unexpected fight of it at an hour when 
the fun was fetting, and every turret was gilded with the 
radiance of his dcfcending beams. The bufy afifemblage 
of fpires, pinnacles, buttreffes, and windows ; their deep 
projecting fhadows, the Siberian folitude of the place, and 
the venerable appearance of the friar$, rendered this one 
of the moft remarkable fcen^ I ever beheld. 

For my introduction to the Prior of this convent, I am 
indebted to a letter obtained through the favour of Mr. 
Searle, a Britifh Merchant at Oporto, a gentleman from 
whom I experienced every hofpitality and civility during 
my abode in that city. As foon as I approached this 
worthy Prior, I could not help contrafting his appearance 
and manners with thofe of the Prior of St. B — — ; his 
face was marked by ftrong angular lines, but apparently 
more the effeCts of thought than of age, which might be 
about fifty. He was tall, thin, of a reverend deportment, 
with a countenance replete with ferenity ; and though he 
prefided as chief lord of the manfion, his pre-eminence 
was conspicuous only in his fuperior wifdom and modefly. 

This 
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This monaftery is fituated in a fmall village called 
Batalha, in the province of Eftremadura, about fixty 
miles North of Lifbon ; it was founded by John, the firft> 
king of Portugal, at the clofe of the fourteenth century, 
in confequence of a {ignal vi<ftory obtained by him over 
the numerous forces of Caftile, in the hard-fought battle 
of Aljubarota, 

The archite£hire is of that ftyle called Modern Nor- 
man Gothic, and may be juftly confidered one of the 
mod perfedl and beautiful fpecimens of that ftyle exifting. 
The whole, confidering its age, is in good prefervation, 
and has fufFered very little from th^ ufual injuries of 
the elements, owing to the durability of the materials, 
and the ferenity of the climate ; fome parts, however, 
have been damaged by the fatal earthquake of one thou- 
fand fevea hundred and fifty-five, which the fathers, on 
account of. the poor revenue of the convent, have not 
been able to repair ; but as far as their means extend, they 
arc careful in cleaning and preferving it from accidents. 


In the conft ruction of the church, we oblerve none 
of thofe trifling . and fuperfluous fculptures, which but 
too often are feen to crowd other Gothic edifices ; what- 
ever ornaments are employed in it, are fparingly, but 
judicioufly difpofed ; particularly in the infide, which is 
remarkable for a chafte and noble plainnefs : and the ge- 
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heral effe&y which is grand and fublime, is derived, not 
from any meretricious embfelliftiments, but from the in- 
trinfic merit pf the defign. 

The forms of its mouldings and ornaments are alfo dif- 
ferent from thofe of any other Gothic building that I have 
feen. The difference chiefly confifts in their being turned 
very quick, * cut fharp and deep, with fome other pe- 
culiarities ' which cannot be well explained in writing. 
Throughout the whole are feen a corredtnefs and regula- 
rity, evidently the refult of a well-conceived original de- 
fign; it is equally evident, that this defign has been im- 
mutably adhered to, and executed in regular progreflion, 
without thofe alterations and interruptions to which fuch 
large buildings are commonly fubjeA. 

The extent of the building, from the Weftern entrance 
to the Eaftem extremity, is four hundred and fixteen feet. 
From North to South, including the monaflery, it mea- 
sures five hundred and forty-one feet. The entire, except 
the inferior offices and dormitories, is built of marble ori- 
ginally, not very diffimilar in colour to that of Carrar<r \ 
but that colour is now changed internally to a modeft gf ey ; 
externally the ftohe has contrafted a yellow fcoria, highly 
pidurefque to the eye of the artiil. 


/ 
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Principal Entrance. (See Plate IIL) 

■ 

In every thing that conftitutes the ornamental on the 
elegant, the principal Entrance certainly flands unrivalled 
by any other Gothic frontifpiece in Europe. The Portal, 
which is twenty-eight feet wide by fifty-feven high, is 
embellifhed with upwards of one hundred figures in alto 
relievo^ reprefenting Mofes and the prophets, faints and 
angels, apoftles, kings, popes, bifbops, and martyrs, with 
their refped:ive infignia. Each figure flands on an orna- 
mented pedeflal, beneath a canopy of delicate work- 
manfhip ; they are feparated from each other by an af- 
femblage of mouldings, terminating in pointed arches. 

Below the vertex of the inferior arch is a triangular 
recefs, where there is feated on a throne, beneath a triple 
canopy, a figure with a celeflial crown, his left-hand refl- 
ing upon a globe, the other is extended in the ad: of ad- 
monition. This figure reprefents our Saviour didating to 
the four Evangelifls who furround him, attended by their 
refpe<^ive attributes. 

The fummit is crowned with an ornamental railing, at 
the height of about an hundred feet from the pavement of 
the church. The fpace between that and the Portal is 
occupied -by a large window of fingular workmanfhip; 
it confifls of tablets of marble, formed into numerous 

F 2 compart- 
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compartments, whofe interftices are filled up with ftained 
glafs. In the evening, when the fun. is oppofite to this 
window, its beams dart through the perforations, and cover 
the walls and pillars of the church with myriads of va- 
riegated tints. Jt is impoflible to convey an adequate idea 
of the beauty of the effe<9b, or the agreeable fenfations 
they excite in the fpedator. 


Chapter-Houfe, 

In point of, conftru6tion, the Chapter-Houfe might be 
confidered a mafter-piece of architedure. Its plan forms 
a fqu are, each fide of which meafures fixty-four feet, and 
is covered with a vault of hewn ftone. The principal 
ribs fpring from flender fhafts, and branch out in dif- 
ferent diredions as they approach to the centre, where all 
the radiating nerves, in the form of a flar, encircle an 
ornamented patera. 

.. It is recorded, that in building that magnificent arch, it 
- fell twice in ftriking the centres, with great injury to the 
workmen. ^ But the king, defirous at all events to liave* 
a room without the defeat of a central fupport, promifed 
to reward the archite<3; if he could accomplifh it j at this 
he was animated in fuch a manner, that he began it again, 
as if confident of- fuccefs. The king, however, would 
not recommit the lives of his workmei^ in ftriking 

the 
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the centres ; therefore he ordered, from difFerent prifons 
of the kingdom, fuch delinquents as were fentenced to 
capital punifhment, in order that, if the like difafter hap- 
pened a third time, none fhould fuffer but thofe who had 
already forfeited their lives to the offended laws of their 
country. 


Maufoleum of King Emanuel. 

At the rear of the church is an unfinifhed Maufoleum 
of a curious form, wherein the archited: has exhibited no 
fuperficial knowledge of geometry, or the principles of 
found and elegant defign. In point of workmanfliip, 
neither the pen nor the pencil is adequate to exprefs its real 
merits ; for, though moft objeds when transferred to the 
canvafs appear to advantage, this, on the contrary, though 
delineated by the moft ingenious artift, upon examination, 
will appear more beautiful than any reprefentation of it 
upon canvafs or paper. And for thefe reafons, the marble 
is poliflied, the Iculpture in many parts detached from the 
centre of the block, and fb minutely carved, that to pre- 
ferve all the expreflive marks and touches of the chifel, it 
is not poilible to condenfe them into a fmaller compafs : 
fo that, to convey a true idea of the whole, the pidhire 
would require to be as large as the prototype. To give 
an inftance ; there is a figure at the entrance, reprefen ting 
one of the fathers of the church, not more than twelve 
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inches in height, yet the fculptor has exprefled its worn 
tunic in a thread-bare ftate. , 

We may form fome idea of the magnitude of the de- 
fign, from the magnificence of the entrance ; it is thirty- 
two feet wide at the fplay ; as it recedes, the breadth con- . 
tracts, till it forms an aperture of fifteen feet wide by 
thirty-one feet high. De Soufa, the hiftorian, calls this 
a moderate fized aperture ; and, indeed, fo it appears, for 
nothing is great or fmall but in a comparative relation. 

Amongft the many thoufands of ornaments with which 
this entrance abounds, we behold the following motto often 
repeated, Tanyas erey. The characters are Gothic, em- 
bofied, and encircled by rings knotted together. The 
writer whom we have juft mentioned, has attempted to 
decypher this motto. The following extrads may give 
fbme idea of his manner of reafbning: 

** As it is the duty of an Author to deliver his opinion 
"on doubtful pafls^es of hiftory, it will not be deemed 
** prefumptuous in* me to endeavour to untie or cut, with 
** a fhort difcourfe, this, which is not a gordian knot, 
** though it appertains only to Alexanders to touch thofe 
** knots that are tied by kings. 

" On confulting a perfon of great erudition about thefe 
" words, we concluded that they were Greek : tanyas 

« being 
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* being the accufative cafe of the Greek word tanya ; and 
' erey^ the imperative of the word ereo^ which means 

* either y^«/^ thou^ inquire^ or dif cover* Words apparently 

* addrefled from the Lord 6f the temple to King Emanuel ; 

* faying, as it were, go thou und explore unknown regions. 

* Thus animating him not to defift from- the enterprife' 

* he had in contemplation at this time ; namely, the dif- 

* covery of India.'* 


In the Loggia contiguous to the above door we obferve' 
over a recefs a fhield, bearing the letters Ey between twa 
armilUry fpheres. " One fliould fuppofe, (continues De 
Soufa,) that the founder of the edifice intended to excite, 
the attention of the curigus who came hither, and was 
refolved that it fliould coft them more trouble to explain 
his enigmas, than to decypher an Egyptian hierogly- 
phick, or the Sibylline oracle. Indeed, it would be 
eafier to form a judgment of fubjedsof the latter kind ; 
becaufe, with the afliftance of words and allufive figures, 
we may draw fbme fatisfadory conclufion. But in the 
former, the prccife meaning of the Author is difficult 
to be afcertained from a few infulated letters, fubje<9: to 
receive,- camelion-like, the colours we wifli to give 
them, or, like vifgin-wax, fufc'eptible df every volun- 
tary imprcffion. 

" The firft difficulty that occurs is to afeertain the lan- 
** guage to which thefe charaders belong, I imagine they 
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" are Greek, like thofe before mentioned : and as they 
** are guarded by fpheres, and a crofs of the order of 
" Chrift *, there is unqueftionably fome myftery inveloped 
" in them. 

« 

*^ Indeed, the founder appears to have given us an em- 
^' blem like that of the Temple of Delphos in Greece. At 
*^ the portal of which, as hiftory informs us, there tvas 
" an infcription addreffed to thofe who entered : Tvik 
^^ crsoLvrov ; that is to fay. Know thy f elf \ and over the 
^^ door an emblem Ei, fimilar to ours, which iignifics 

^^ THOU ART. 

*^ That emblem fo employed the thoughts of the an- 
^^ cient fages, that Plutarch compofed a -volume upon it, 
^^ wherein, after many arguments, he concludes, that by 
" the letter Ei is defignated One Eternal God. His 
^^ words are as follow : 


* The latter belonged to the arms 
of King Emanuel, as he was mafter of 
the order of Chrift, an honour conferred 
on him when he was Duke of Beja, by his 
predeceflbr John the Second. He alfo 
added to the infignia of royalty an armil- 
lary fphere, purfuant to an advice given 
him by King John a fhort time before his 
death. Hence the King is fuppofed to 
have prefaged the difcoveries which enfued 
in the Eaflcrn world. However that was, 
its prophctick appearance was very propi» 


tious to the Portugucfe : for when Ema- 
nuel afcended the throne, he aflembled his 
council to deliberate on the expediency of 
profecuting the navigation to India ; many 
of the counfcllors endeavoured to diifuadc 
him from the enterprize, yet the King, in- 
spired by the happy omen of the fphere, 
perfifted in his refolution, and accordingly 
difpatched Vafco de Gama in that glo- 
rious expedition in which he difcovered 
India in the year 1498. 

Vide Oforio and De Sou/a* 
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** l^eus enim eft W efi ftulla ratione temparisy fed aier- 
** nitatis immokiliSt tempore 6? inclinatiorte carnetis : in 
** fua nihil prius eft^ nihil pofterius^ nihil futur am ^ nihil 
** prateritum : nihil antiquiusy nihil recentiu$ : fed unus 
** cum ftty unicus nunc fempiternam implet durationem, 
« . ' ^ on enim multafunt numina, fed unum*" 

» 

Our Author at length concludes^ that the emblem Ey 
imports the anfwer of Emanuel to th9 before-mentioncd 
motto, which defircs him to explore unknown regions \ 


Plutarch, lib. de Ei apud Delph.- 


The meaning of the above paflage of Plu* 
tarch is nearly this : " That God hath no 
^ dependence on time^ but is a permanent 
<f and immuuble Eternity; an Eternity 
*< without reference to time or change, 
<< infomuch that it contains nothing firft 
*^ or laft, pad or future, nothing more 
«<^ ancient or more modem. And fince 
<« He is but One, He alone fills perpc- 
«< tual Eternity.— For there are not many 
" deities, but only one."— Father de Soufa 
cAsferves, that " this is fo conformable 
" to \rhat we find in Holy Writ, that 
<< one would think the Gentile Hiftorian 
<^ took it from that part where we read, 
" Egofum quifum^ quiiftt mifitme advos; \ 
'< AM THAT I AM. Iam hath fcnt me unto 
<* you Dry den * . " makes a fimilar obferva- 
tion in his Life of Plularcb. It is not Ie& 
improbable, however, that Plutarch, who 
was no ftranger to the Mythology of the 
Egyptians, took the* above idea of the 
Deity from the infcription of the ftatue of 
PaUas or Ijis at &ais\ the meaning of 


c< 


C( 


which was this : / am all thai is, has been, 
and Jhedl he; and no mortal has ever yet re^ 
moved the veil thai covers me* Since we 
have mentioned the Egyptians, let us hear 
their notions of the Deity. << God is 
" neither the ob]e£l of fenfe nor fubjcft to 
<« paffion; but invifible, only intelligible ft 
and fupremely intelligent {. In his 
body he is like the light, and in his 
^* foul he refembles truth J. He is th^ 
^< univerfal fpirit that pervades and diffiifes 
<^ itfelf over all nature. All beings re- 
" celve their life itom him I|. There is 
*< but one only God, who is not, as fome 
<^ are apt to imagine, feated above the 
«* world, beyond the orb of the univerfe ; 
<^ but being himfelf all in all, he fees 
<< all the beings who fill his immenfity, 
*< the only principle, the light of heaven ^ 
<< thfc father of all. He produces every 
<< thing; He orders and difpofes every 
<< thing: He is the reafon, the life, the 
<< motion of all beings f •" 

Cbev* Ramfay^s Theology of the Ancie;its* 


% V«a Pyth. Porphyr. 


t Plut. Vita Numa» 
\ Laa. Intt, lib. v. 


' X Piog. Laert. lib. xiii 
f St. Juft. Serm. 


faying, 
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{ayiogy " I know, O Lord, that nothing but Thee is; 
" worthy to be fought for. Thc^ fcas and lands have 
'* their limits and duration, but Thou alone art etemah,. 
** inunorta], infinite.'* 

To return to the Maufoleum j the archttedhire in fome 
parts is Arabian, in others abfolute Gothic. The infide 
prefents an Oiftagon, the diameter of which, between the 
parallel fides, is fixty-five feet. This was to have been 
covered with a vault of hewn - ftone, as appears by the 
parts already commenced at the height of about feventy- 
one feet. The whole is carried up to the height of about 
feventy-five feet.; and though it has been expofed to the. 
weather fince the year one thouiand five hundred and nincj. 
it fcarcely e;diibits any traces of decay.. 

Refpeding the founder, there are diifFerent opinions i. 
Some attribute it to King Emanuel, others to his fifter 
Queen Leanor, confort of his predeceffor John the Second,, 
who intended it as a depofitory for her hufband and the 
other royal perfonages interred in the convent without mo- 
numents fuitable to their rank.. 


It appears, however, that if Emanuel was^ not the: 
founder, it has been carried on under his aufpices, by his^ 
name being often ' repeated about the architraves of the 
windows. But at the death of his fifter, he drew all the: 
artificers employed here to the convent of Bellem near 
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Li^on, founded by him in tcftimony of his joy for the 
diicovery of India ; in ccmfequence of which, this work, 
has iince remained in that negleded ftate. 

The fides of the odagon, except the one at the en- 
trance, are finifked with arches leading to as many cha- 
pels, each diftinguifhed by the devices of the princes for 
whom they were intended. The pious Leanor, in one of 
them deftined for the iepulture of herielf and the king 
her confort, has introduced her own maternal device; 
that is, the pelican in the a6: of piercing its breaft. 

Indeed, it is much to be regretted, that a fabrick which 
redounds fo much to the honour of human ingenuity, 
ihould remain in fuch a ftate of negled. If we may be 
allowed to judge from what is already done of it, had not 
the death of the above princefs prevented its completicm, 
the modem world would have to boaft of a Maufoleum, 
in magnitude and conftrudion not inferior to the ce- 
lebrated Maufoleum of the ancients ♦ ; and the memory 
of Leanor would be tranfmitted down to poflerity with as 
much applauie as that of Artemifia. 

The latter, although flie lived but two years after the 
foundation of her Maufoleum, yet her furvivors, out 
of rcfpeA and gratitude to the memory of {9. affec- 

t 

• SeeBUny, b. xixvi. c; 5 & 13. Fifcher^s figns of this Edifice in tlic Defcription of 
Hlftortcal Arck Tav. ti. See alfo my De- Batalha. 
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tionate a princefs, wlio made a livisg iepulchre of hcrMf, 
hy imbibing her huibaod'a a(be$» did not deftft till they 
finifbed her de%n, H9d the furvivots of the Ghriftian 
princefs poflcffed (b much . gratitude or generofity, Ba- 
talha, in point of architedure, would not be inferior ta 
ancient Halicarnaffus. And ev/m in its ptelent fbte» were 
it not buried in an ob/cure part df Portugal, it may be 
faid of it, as the Jews have recorded of the fepulchre oE 
Simon Maccabeus, that it was never without vifitors tc 
admire it. 

According to the accoimt of thofe who are fuppofed to 
have had their information from the ^records preierved in 
the Royal Archives of Liibon, the name of the archttsd 
of the church was $te|)hen Stephjenfi3D4 % native of Eng- 
land. But the Fathers Cacfgas and De Suifa^ who have 
written the Hiftory of Batalha with great accuracy, are 
{ilent on this head. They inform us, that the Kingj de- 
{irous of building a monaAeiy iiipecior to any in Europe, 
invited ftom diftaot countries the mofli celebrated archi- 
teds. that could be found. Now, as Gothic architedure 
at that time flourifhed in England, it is not improbable 
that fome of its artifts might have embraced the invitation 
of fo liberal a Prince, efpecially as his confort. Queen 
F^bilipfa^ a Princefs endowed with many amiable qua- 
Hties, was the eldeft daughter of John of Gaunt,. Duke 
of Lancafler, fon of Edward the Third. 

The 
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The efbibUQiment c£ the Monaftery is as follows ; viz. 
- twenty-five mafs-friars of the Dominican order, four no- 
vices, two tonfures, and thirteen lay -brothers. They are 
governed by four prelates ; to wit, a prior or fuperior, a 
mafter of novices, a vicar, and a chief confeflbr. The 
other di^itarks are as fellow ; viz, the three profefibrs, 
who are appointed to teateh feculars, reading, writing, and 
grammar ; the precentor, the {acrid, the infpedor of the 
com (lores, the fuperinttendant of the kitchen, the hof- 
tilarius, and this two treasurers. There are fourteen ier-< 
vants, viz, a copk, who is paid four thoufand eight hun-*^- 
dred reis * per year, with board and lodging; two carmen, 
at four moidores + per year without board ; a (hepherd and 
a hogherd, each at £x hundred reis and four aljueires X of 
Turkey com per month ; and two fervants to attend the 
choir, thefe.have no fixed falary. The others arc the 
baker, {hoemaker> laundre^^ and muleteers* 

The annual revenue is computed at ten w twelve thou- 
fand cmfades §, of which feven thousand ace expended on 
the maintenance of the friar$ ; befide^, each is allowed 
four thoufand eight hundred reis a year for clothing. Of 
the remainder there are four hundred milrees |j applied in 
cultivating their lands* The furplus, after paying fer- 

* Teo rmt are equal to ^ •£ a peanjr. tliree qoartt and one pint. Vuyris DiS,, 
f A moidort is worth lA 7/. § A encode is worth 2/. 3</. 

% An: alqutiref. I belieTe^hokk «ne fcok \ A,tmhret» valued at. 5 a. -jiJ. 

vant» 
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yants hire, is expended in repsdrs and other contin-* 
gencies. 

ft 

During a reiidence oF thirteen weeks in this abode of 
peace and hofpitality, I experienced every politenefs and 
attention from the fathers, who, in every refped confift- 
ently with the duties of thdr ord^, pra^le the virtuous 
precepts *of their &cred religion. In their mode of liv- 
ing there appears nothing to envy, but a great deal to 
admire and cemmend ; tiiey «at but twice in the Ibur- 
and-twenty hours, dine at eleven o'clock, and fup at 
eight. The daily allowance of each is two (mall loaves, 
one pound and a quarter of meat, the iame quantity of 
fi{h, befides (bup, rice, wine, and &uit^ a great part of 
this is diftributed among the poor. The rules of their 
order they ohCerve with the mod fcrupulous rigidity; 
they arc muftered every morning in Winter at day-break, 
and in Summer at five o'clock, then each brings a vafe full 
of water from the fountain, to wafh in, before he enters the 
choir. Their -cleanlinefs, regularity, and exen^tion from 
the anxieties of the world, contribute to preferve their 
liealth and faculties unimpaked to a very old age. And, 
notwithflanding the bodiiy infumities which phyficians 
afcribe to a flate of inadlve life, every father in the con- 
vent exhibited a pleafing exception to this maxim ; for I 
could not difcem ohe drooping with the weight of years, 
or who had lofl a tooth, or who had an eye dimmed 

with 
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with defluxioiT, though ibme of them had attained to the 
^e of ninety and upwards. Such i» the wife di(penfation! 
of Providence, that thofe men who have voluntarily fe> 
eluded themielves from the mingled cares and enjoyments of 
the world, are compenfated, even on this fide of the grave,, 
by a long and ferene evening of old age^ free from the 
infirmities, difappoihtments, and painful reflexions , which/ 
embitter the expiring days of the libertine and incon- 
fiderate» 

On the nineteenth of March^ £k French pilgrim,, whot 
ftiled himfelf Vifcount Clararde, vifited the convent. 
The Prior received him with every mark of refpe<St and" 
civility due to the high rank he aflumed i during three days^ 
he tarried with us, and greatly recommended himfelf by 
the agreeablenefs of his manners.. His age might be about: 
thirty; he was of a middle flature, had fhort black hair, 
and a countenance which betrayed more of the levity of ar 
rambler, than of the piety of a pilgrim.. He was drefled: 
in a long gjrey coat, a tawdry laced waiftcoat^ and a; 
{touched hat, mounted with a rufly cockade. A fable 
fcapulet of oil-cloth, fludded with variegated (hells, adorned- 
his (boulders. From his neck and girdle were fufpended 
rofaries. of different flzes,; together with a. tia cafe and a^ 
pouch. 


A Uifty fellow, juft deferted from the French fervice, 
attended this pilgrim, and carried, his baggage in a. (heep*- 

(kia 


48 TRAVEta IN PORTUGAL. 

Son. wallet. He was now about to delert from Jus tast&ct* 
£ervice, in confeqtience of the ievcrity of his difcipline ; * 
ibr as the Count conceived him to be a greater (inner than 
himfelf, he oftener applied the knotty cordon of St. 
Francis to his fhouldo's than his own : the Prior, how* 
ever, fb far accommodated matters, that they- departed 
in peace. 

Thwe are fome particulars which, however trifling in 
themfelves, fometimes make as lading an imprefHon on 
the mind as obje<fts of greater magnitude, at leaft the 
few that I ani about to offer have had that efFed: on me. 
The parental tendernefs which poets and naturalifts have 
afcribed to the flork, I had the fatisfadion of contem- 
plating at this place : one of thefe birds, with its affec- 
tionate mate, has redded for ages in a large neft curioufly 
formed on the calceolus foliage which crowns the fpire of 
the church. As Solomon fent the Huggard to the ant to 
learn induftry, fb the difobedient child would learn ex- 
amples of filial piety from the numerous progeny of this 
connubial pair. The fathers and the people of the village 
would deem it little lefs than facrilege to molefl them ; 
and indeed their humane protection is amply repaid by the 
fervices they render the country in deflroying ferpents, 
lizards, and other obnoxious reptiles. 

In the vill^e there lived a little male idiot, who came 
pach day to the doifler to pradife his favourite amufe- 

5 ment, 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 49 

ment, from which he could .fcarcely be drawn to fatisfy 
hunger or thirft. This amuiement confifted in an endlefs 
emulation between his toes for precedency ; as he moved 
forward one foot, the other, as if jealous of being left 
behind, immediately advanced^ and thus he moved on 
from morning till night. 

This is the firft place in which I had heard the warblings 
of the nightingale. The little fongfter poured his plaintive 
Arains each n^kt from a branch that (haded the window 
of my cell, and all Nature liftened to the fbng, except 
the bittern*, whofe loud and incef^^t icreams lull the 
mind into fympathetic meditation. 

Before we take leave of this Monaftery, we muft re- 
queft the reader^s indulgence, while we attempt to give a 
brief account of fbme of the moil remarkable characters 
who are interred therein. In the center of the Founder*s 
chapel is an infulated fepulchre, with two cumbent ef- 
figies of white marble, the fize of life. Thefe efEgies 
reprefent the King and Queen ; the former is dreffed in a 
complete fuit of armour, the latter in a long flowing robe, 
the graceful habit of the age ; the head of each is dignified 
with a low open crown, beneath a triple canopy of curious 
workmanfliip, in the Gothic manner. 

* The bittern is a fpecies of bird that lives by fu£lion in marfhy grounds. 

H The 
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The memorable tranfa6tions of thofe royal perfonages are 
preferved in Latin infcriptions, finely fculptured in black 
charadlers on the fides of the monument, together with 
the mottos and emblems adopted by the King, expreflive 
of his extraordinary atchievements. 


King yohn the Firft, 

The reign of this Monarch is allowed by Hiflorians to 
have formed a brilliant epoch in the Hiftory of Portugal. 
He was the natural fon of Don Pedro, fumamed the Tuft, 
by Dona Tereza Lorenza, a Galician lady. He was bom 
at Lifbon in the year one thousand three hundred and fifty- 
feven, and at the age of feven was prefented for the firft 
time to the King his father, who knighted him, and made 
him Matter of the Order of Avis, agreeably to his pre- 
ceptor's requeft. This honour was conferred on him in a 
convent of the fame order, wherein he purfued his ftudies, 
and, happy for the nation, received a moft excellent edu- 
cation, which fo improved his ftrong natural talents, that 
he became one of the politeft fcholars, as well as the 
greateft ftatefman and monarch, of his age. 

At the death of Ferdinand his brother, who fuccecded 
his father on the throne, the King of Caftile laid claim 
to the crown of Portugal in right of his wife. At this a 

general 
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general difcontent fpread throughout the kingdom, which 
was then governed by the Queen, a worthlefs intriguing 
woman. Don John alfo aflerted his right to the fucceffion ; 
but on being rejected, he refolved to depart for England. 
This being rumoured throughout Lifbon, the populace 
furrounded him and prefled him to ftay, to proteA them 
againfl the threatened power of Caftile. He confented 
with apparent reluAance. The nobility were fummoned 
to meet at the Town-houfe, to take into confideration 
the expediency of eleding him Protestor. As foon as 
they aflembled, a cooper rufhed into the midft of them, 
and drawing his fword, threatened any who -dared refufe 
his confent with death. 

Thus was Don John proclaimed Prote<^or by the mul- 
titude, though in oppofition to the fenfe of the majority 
of the nobles. The prudent ufe, however, he made of 
power, fbbn gained him great reputation. Enabled by a 
liberal education, and a difcerning mind, to difcriminate 
the abilities of men; he made choice of his counlellors 
folely for their talents and virtues, regardlefs of every con- 
fideration of birth or title. 

In order to increafe his popularity, he caufed the pro- 
perty of thofe M'ho fled the kingdom, or declared in fa- 
vour of Caftile, to be confifcated, and diftributed among 
his own adherents. And to conciliate thofe who had 

H 2 hitherto 
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hitherto oppofed his meafures, he promulged a general 
pardon for all paft offences, treafon excepted ; not con- 
ceiving, fays Faria, that to fupport him, was the greateft 
of all treafons. 

A few months after he was ele<9:ed protestor, the King 
of Caftile with a numerous force entered Portugal. Al- 
moft every part at his approach furrendered, and acknow- 
ledged him as lawful fovereign. Having arrived before 
Lifbonj he in veiled it for the fpace of five months ; but 
a plague which raged among his army, obliged him to raife 
the fiege, and depart. Immediately after, the ProteAor 
was proclaimed King, in the twenty-eighth year of his 
age, and received in every part of the kingdom with de- 
monftrations of joy. 

The retreat of the Caftilians, however, gave the new 
King but afliort repofe in the enjoyment of his crown ; for 
they foon recruited their armies, and re-entered Portugal 
with all the forces of their kingdom. 

Don John, underflanding the approach of the enemy, 
drew together his troops from Coimbra, Oporto, &c. and 
marched out of Guimaraens to give him battle. On the 
morning of the fourteenth of Auguft one thoufand three 
hundred and eighty-five, he entered the plains of Alju- 
barrota, where he knighted feveral gentlemen. The Caf- 

tilians 
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tilians at firft intended to march diredly to Lifbon', yet, 
after fome confultation, they refolved to engage. The 
forces on both fides were very unequal ; the Caftilians 
are reported to have been thirty-three thoufand ftrong, 
and the Portuguefe but fix thoufand five hundred ; be- 
fides, the latter had fome local difadvantages. 

The Sun was fetting when thefe two unequal armies 
engaged ; the Caftilians at the firft charge broke the Por- 
tuguefe van-guard, but the King coming up, with his 
voice and example fo animated his men, that in lefs than 
an hour the multitudinous enemy was put to the rout. 
The King of Caftile, who headed his troops, being af- 
flided with an ague, was forced to fave himfelf by 
flight *. 

I • 

f 

t 

Moft of the Portuguefe who fided with Caftile, and 
were in front of the army, were put to the fword. The 
royal ftandard of Caftile was taken, but many pretending 
to the honour, it could not be decided by whom. Of the 
number of the flain no exa<5t account is preferved, but it 


* Don Laurenzo, Archbifliop of Braga, 
who, according to Cajttra^ (the French 
Commentator of the Lufiad,} fought at 
the above battle, gives the following ac- 
count of the King of Caftile's chagrin after 
his defeat, in a letter written in old Portu- 
guefe, to the Abbot of Alcoba^a : 

«< The Con (table hath informed me, that 


'* he faw the King of Caftile at Santerem, 
'' who behaved as a madman, curfing his 
" exiftence and tearing his beard. And in 
" troth, my good friend, it is better he 
«' fhould do fo to himfelf than to us ; the 
** man who thus plucks his own beard,. 
** would be much better pleafed to do fi> 
** unto others." 

is 
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is reported to have been very great on the part of the 
Caftilians ; three thoufand of their cavalry are fuppofed 
to have periflied, among whom were many perfons of 
diflindion. 

This is the famous battle of Aljuharrota ; fo called 
becaufe it was fought near a village of that name : and 
in confequence of which the Royal Monaftery of Batalha 
was founded, agreeably to a vow made by the King, im- 
porting, that in gratitude to Heaven he would build a 
magnificent Convent, if Providence on that day crowned 
his arms with fuccefs. 

In confequence of this important vidory, Don John 
was fixed on his throne; yet he loft no time in putting the 
kingdom in fuch a ftate of defence, that in future he 
Ihould have nothing to fear from the power of his rival. 

Hitherto he only adled on the defenfive, but now he 
refolved to aflail the enemy in his own country ; and the 
better to fucceed in his enterprife, he prevailed on the 
Duke of Lancafter to embrace this opportunity of en- 
forcing his title to the crown of Caftile, to which he pre- 
tended to have had a legal title, in virtue of Conftance his 
lady. Accordingly the Duke landed at Gallicia, with two 
thoufand cavalry, and three thoufand archers. : His two 
daughters, celebrated for their beauty and accomplifli- 
.::. • pccomppnied him. The elder, named Philippa, was 
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married to • the King of Portugal, and Catherine, the 
younger, to the King of Caftile*s eldeft fon. In conse- 
quence of which, hoililities ceafed between all parties, and 
the Duke returned to England. 

A period of fix-and-twenty years had elapfed without 
hoftility between the two rival Powers ; during which time, 
the happinefs of his people, and the inftrudHon of his 
children, folely occupied the attention of Don John. Con- 
vinced of the fuperiority which he himfelf derived from a 
liberal education, he refolved that his fons (hould inherit a 
fimilar advantage, "and hence he became their preceptor. 
Of the effeds of his inftrudion, the annals not only of Portu- 
gal, but of all Europe, bear teftimony. He had the felicity 
to live to fee them attain the age of maturity, unrivalled 
in every manly accomplifliment. To one of them, named 
Henry, the world is indebted at this day for the fource 
of all the modern difcoveries in navigation. But of this 
hereafter. 

The vidorious King John at length overcome with age 
yielded to the ftroke of Fate, in his feventy-fixth year, and 
the forty-eighth of his reign. No prince was ever blefled 
with more domeftic happinefs, or more beloved by his. 
people. He was a deep politician, a bold comnjander,. 
kind to his friends, and haughty to his enemies. It is 
true, he raifed himfelf to the throne by many &Q:s of 
cruelty, difgraceful to human nature j ads which no vir- 
tuous 
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tuous man would perpetrate for an empire ; yet when he 
obtained the objed: of his ambition, he fupported his 
power, not by tyranny, but by the exercife of thofe 
virtues which conftitute the happinefs of a people. At 
times, 'however, he had recourfe to feverity *, when the 
a0uaging and popular arts, in which he was eminently 
(killed, proved ineffe,£hial. The free and affable manner 
in which he received all men, gained him many friends ; 
for he pretended not to affect the pride of a monarch, 
chough he never funk below the dignity o£ one. The 
mobility dined every day at his table, and after his ex- 
ample cultivated and encouraged polite literature. To the 
poor he was a prote<9:or and benefa^or ; and true merit 
was never m<xc liberally rewarded in Portugal, than during 
his reign. 

Of his extraordinary prowefs, all Hiftorians bear tefti- 
tnony ; aod his effigy, which is over his tomb in the Con- 
vent of Batalha, faid to have been fculptured after Nature^ 
fecms to corroborate the fad ; for it reprefents him as a 
man bf uncommon mufcular ftrength. His helmet and 
battle-axe are alfo preferved here. I was not a little fur- 


* Here is a ftrikmg inftance of it : A 
^gentleman of the bed-chamber, named 
Don Ferdinand AlonzOf though a favourite 
with the. King, was apprehended for mak- 
ing too free with Dona Beatrix^ one of the 
Queen's ladies. Ahnzo made his efcape 
^rom the offi^cers^ 9fu\ took fanduary in a 


church, affirmiHg that he was privately 
married to her. But the King, whofe 
ruling paffion was jealoufy, came in per- 
fon, and dragged the unfortunate lover to 
the flames. The lady was banifhed to 
Caftile, her native country. 
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prifed on examining the latter ; perhaps there are but few 
men of this age could wield fuch a ponderous weapon *. 

Indeed, he appears to have realized the ideas that Shake- 
fpear and Agrippa entertained of the vigour of thofe children 
born out of wedlock ; for, as we before obferved, he was 
the natural fon of Don Pedro by a Galician lady. ^^ The 
\^ beds of adulterefles (fays Agrippa) have brought forth 
^^ the moft illuftrious heroes in the world ; as Hercules, 
" Alexander, Iflimael, Abimelech f , Solomon, Conftan- 
^^ tine, Clodoveus king of the Franks, Theodorick the 
" Goth, William the Conqueror, Raymond of Arra- 
^^ gon, &c/' 


As a further teftimony of this Prince's perfonal ftrength, 
take the following anecdote, which we give on the autho- 
rity of a Portuguefe gentleman. Don John was fo fecure 
in the afFedions of his fubjeds, that he frequently walked 
abroad without any attendants. In one of his morning 
perambulations, he chanced to obferve an old man, who was 
lame and blind, at the oppofite fide of a rivulet, waiting 
till fome one came to guide his fteps over a plank thrown 
acrofs it. As there was no one at hand but the King, 
he inftantly approached, threw him on his fhoulder, and 
carried him in that pofture to the next road. The poor 

• Engravings of the above-mentioned f ^^ Soufa, the Portuguefe Hiftorian, 

battle-axe and helmet may be feen in the compares Don John to Abipiclech. 
Author's defcription of 3atalha. 

1 man, 
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man, furprifed at the eafe with which he was carried, ex- 
claims, "I wifh Don John had a legion of fuch ftout 
" fellows to humble the pride of the Caftilians, who de- 
** prived me of the ufe of my leg.'* 

Here, at the requeft of the King, he gave a fhort ac- 
count of the feveral adions in which he had been engaged. 
In the fequel his Majefty recolleded that this was Fon- 
feca, the brave foldier, who had courageoufly fought by 
his fide in the memorable battle of Aljubarrota, that fixed , 
the crown on his head. Grieved to fee him in fuch a 
diftreffed ftate, he defired him to call next morning at the 
royal palace, to know how he came to be negleded by his 
fervants in power. Who Jball I inqmre for ? quoth the 
brave Belifarius. " For your gallant companion at the 
*^ battle of Aljubarrota;" replied the King, departing. 

A perfon who at a diftance witnefled the fcene, fliortly 
after accofted Fonfeca, and informed him of what his So- 
vereign had done. "Ah!" faid he, (when he recovered 
from his furprife,) " I am now convinced of the truth of 
" what has often been afferted, the fhoulders of monarchs 
** are certainly accuftomed to bear great burthens. I re- 
** joice in having devoted the prime of my life to the 
** fervice of one who, like the Prince of Uz, is legs to the 
** lame, and eyes to the blind." 


Contiguous 
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Contiguous to the tomb of the Founder are four 
mural fcpulchres of very elegant workmanfhip, in the 
Gothic manner, containing the remains of his fons, Pe- 
drOy Henryy John^ and Ferdinand. Firft, of 


Prince Pedro. 

This Prince was Duke of Coimbra and Monte Mor, 
Knight of the order of the Garter, &c. During the mi- 
nority of Don Alfonfo the Fifth, his nephew and fon-in- 
law, the government of the kingdom devolved to him ; 
and all the Hiftorians of that country allow, that the law 
was never difpenfed with more impartiality, or better 
tempered with mercy, than during his admini{lration> 
which continued eleven years. 

, Nor was he lefs eminent as a ftatefman, than as a ge- 
neral and a traveller. He diftinguiftied himfelf in various 
engagements in Africa, where he headed an army of Portu- 
guefe againft the Moors. He alfo (ignalized his valour in 
Germany againft the Turks, under the ftandards of the 
Emperor Sigifmond. 

r 

On account both of his voyages and eloquence, he was 
called the Ulyfles of his age. In the year one thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-four he fet oi;t from Portugal, 
and fpent four years in travelling over a great part of 

I 2 Europe, 
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Europe, Afia, and Africa. Travels at that time being^ 
very rare, efpecially among perfons of his rank, his ad- 
ventures gave rife to many fabulous reports. Fiaria fkys, 
that he wrote feveral books, but does not mention their 
titles, nor could v^^e obtain any intelligence on that head, 
fo little are they known at prefent ; if they contain matter 
of information, we truft they will no longer be with-held 
from the Public. 

Don Pedro having furniflied the annals of his country 
with the brighteft examples of wifdom in the cabinet, and 
courage in the field, was put to death by the King his 
iiephew, at the inftigation of fome of his favourites, whom 
he offended when he held the adminiflration of public 
affeirs. The rafh, giddy King foon repented his having 
deprived the world of fo great a man ; but by inverting 
the order of juftice, his repentance came too late : he firft 
ordered him to be {lain, then gave him a fair trial ; and 
on being found innocent of the alleged offence, he endea*- 
voured to expiate his own guilt, by publifhing the inno- 
cence of Don Pedro to the world, and giving his remains 
an honourable interment in the Monaftery of Batalha. 


Prince 
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Prince Henry 

Seems to Have been bom for tHe good of mankind ; 
*^ bom to free them from the foeodal fyftem, and to give 
to the whole world every advantage, every light that may 
poffibly be diffufed by the intercourfe of unlimitted com- 
merce." With all the noble accomplifliments that ele- 
vate human life, he poffefled the amiable talents that em- 
bellifh it. His motto, Talent de bien faire^ was verijfled 
in all his actions, which were invariably diredled to the 
happinefs of his fellow-beings. The fpirit of navigation,, 
which had hitherto flumbered on the ocean, under his 
aufpices fpread her wings, and fought the remoteft fhores- 

The King his father, having fubdued his neighbouring 
enemies, prepared to crown the return of peace with grand 
feftivals ; in the courfe of which he purpofed to confer the 
honour of Knighthood on his fons. But as they juftlyr 
confidered that this diftin6tion ought to be the reward of 
well-earned merit, they mutually agreed to reprefent to 
his Majefty, that the treafure he refolved to expend on 
that ceremony, would be employed to greater advantage 
in the field of battle ; wherein they would have an oppor- 
tunity of evincing to the world, that they merited his in- 
tended diftin<ftion. The refult of the prudent remon- 
ftrance was the capture of Ceuta, where they were 

4. knighted 
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knighted by the King, amidft the acclamations of the 
army. 

The prifoners whom the fortune of war had thrown into 
his power on that event, experienced a bountiful mafter j 
and Henry had the good fortune to find among them 
fome Arabians who had travelled over Icveral parts of the 
Eaft. Their information contributed to enlarge the fphere 
of his knowledge in cofmography, his favourite ftudy, to 
which he had now totally refigned himfelf. And in order to 
avoid all interruption, he retired to a folitary village liamed 
Sagres, in the kingdom of Algarve. Here, like the great 
Newton, he lived in perpetual celibacy, cultivating all 
the noble fqiences. " And here, where the view of the 
ocean infpired his hopes and endeavours, he ereAed his 
arfenals, and built and harboured his Ihips ; leaving the 
temporary buftle and cares of the ftate to his father and 
brothers." 

** Having received all the light which could be dif- 
covered in Africa, he continued unwearied in his mathe- 
m^Ltical and geographical ftudies. The art of ihip-build-» 
ing received very great improvement under, his dire<9:ion ; 
and the truth of his ideas of the ftruAure of the terra- 
queous globe arc now confirmed. He it was who firft 
fuggefted the ufe of the compafs, and of longitude aad 
latitude in navigation, and how thefe might be afcertaincd 

by 
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by aftronomical obfervations : fiiggeflions and difcoveries 
which wotild have held no fecond place among the con- 
jeduies of a Bacon, or the improvements of a Newton.'* 

Prince Henry for upwards of forty years profecuted 
his difcoveries along the coaft of Africa. Puerto Santo 
and the Madeira Iflands were the firft fruits of his enter- 
prife. The Azores and Cape Verd Iflands were alfo dif- 
covered by him, and his commanders, after traverfing the 
coafl from Cape Bojador to Siera Leona, a diflance of three 
hundred and feventy leagues, pafled the Equinoctial Line, 
and failed as far as the Ifland of Saint Matthew, which 
is in the fecond degree of South latitude. 

" The Prince, now in his fixty-feventh year, yielded 
to the flroke of Fate, in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
four hundred and fixty-three, gratified with the certain 
profped:, that the rout to the Eaflem world would one day 
crown the enterprifes to which he had given birth. He 
had the happinefs to fee the naval fuperiority of his. 
country over the Moors eflablifhed on the moft folid bafis, 
its trade greatly upon the increafe, and, what he efleemed 
his greatefl happinefs, he flattered himfelf that he had 
given a mortal wound to Mahommedifm, and had opened 
the door to an univerfal propagation of Chriftianity and 
the civilization of mankind. And to him, as to their pri- 
•mary author, are due all the ineflimable advantages which 
ever have flowed, or will flow, from thedifcovery of the 

. greatefk 
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greateft part of Africa, of the Eaft and Weft Indies. 
Every improvement in the ftate and manners of thefe 
■countries, or whatever country may yet be difcovered, is 
ftridly due to him ; nor is the dijfference between the pre- 
fent ftate of Europe, and the nwnkifh age in which he 
was bom, lefs the relult of hi« genius and toils. What 
is an Alexander, crowned with trophies at the head 
his army, compai-ed with a Henry contemplating the 
ocean from his window on the rock of Sagrez I The 
one fuggefts the idea of the evil daemon, the other of a 
tutelary Angel *." 

The cumbent efEgy of Prince Henry, which is fcen on 
his tomb, is dignified with a royal crown ; for, according 
to De Soula, he was eleAed King of Cyprus ; he was alfb 
Mafter of the order of Chrift, Duke of Vifeu, and Knight 
pf the Garter. This Pharo of navigation has been cele- 
brated by the Hiftorians and Poets of every nation in 
Europe. The Prince of the Portuguefe Bards has paid 
the following tribute of praife, to his memory, in which 
his brother Don Pedro above mentioned is aifo included ; 

tUuftrious, lo, two brotlier-lieroes fhine. 
Their birth, their deeds, adorn the royal line; 
To every Jcing of princely Europe known, 
.In every court the gallant Pedro fhone. 

• Sec Micklc's Hiftory of the Difco- covery of Madeira, &C. Trom thefe Ao- 

^rery of India. See alfo Father dc Soufa's thors we have extra£ked the above me- 

pefcription of Batalha, Faria's Hillory. of moirs, 
^ndia, Pe Barros's Account of the JD't^ 

The 
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The glorious Henry— —kindling at his name^ 

Behold my failor's eyes all iparkle flame! 

Henry the chief, who firft, by Heaven infpired. 

To deeds unknown before, the failor fired ; 

The confcious failor left the fight of fliore^ 

And dared new oceans, never ploughed before. 

The various wealth of every diftant land 

He bade his fleets e^cplore, his fleets command* 

The ocean's gr^at Difcqverer he, fliines ; 

Nor leis his honours in the martial lines : 

The panted flag the cloud-wrapt fiege difplays ; 

There Centals rocking wall its truft betrays* 

Black yiawns the In'each ; the point of many a fpear . 

Gleams through the fmoke ; loud fiiouts aftound the ear.; 

Whofe ftep firft trod the dreadful .pafs ? whofe fword 

HewM its dark way, firft with the foe begor*d ? 

*Twas thine, O glorious Henry ! firft to dare 

The dreadftil pafs, and thine to clofe the war. 

Taught by his might, and humbled in her gore. 

The toaftful pride of Afric tower*d no more. 

Lujsad^ book 


«5 
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Our Britidi Bard, in defcribing the flate of Europe at. 
the ccwnmencement of the fifteenth century, thus cele-^ 
brates Prince Henry,: 

— — For then, from ancient gloom emergM 


The rifing world of trade : the Genius, then. 

Of Navigation, that in hopelefs floth 

Had flumberM on the vaft Atlantic deep 

For idle ages, ftarting, heard at laft 

The LusiTANiAN Prince, who, Hcaven-infpirM, 

To love of ufeful glory rousM mankind. 

And in unbounded commerce mixt the world. 


rbom/on. 
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Don yobn. 

Of .this Prince there is nothing very remarkable oo 
record ; he was maflsr of the order of St. James, and 
Lord High Conflable of Portugal. On the pannd oS. his 
fepulchre are reprefented branches bearing \HId ftrawber- 
ries, a pouch, and fhells. The two latter appertained ta 
his order, and De Sou(a (uppofes he adopted the former, 
as an emblem to ezprefs his devotion for the glorious. 
Baptift, who lived on wild fruit, and- on account of his. 
name being John.. 


Don Ferdinandy 

After gaining many vidories in Africa, laid fiege ta 
Tangier, in company with his brother Henry, where the 
Moors fiirrounded them» and all the Portuguefe under 
their command, amounting to feven thou^nd. The 
forces of the enemy are feid to have been fix hundred- 
thoufand. The Princes, in order to extricate themfelves- 
and their men, oflfered to deliver up Ceuta,. on condition 
that they fhould be allowed to return hcHne» The enemy 
gladly accepted the offer^ and demanded one of the bro- 
thers as an hof^e for the fulfilment of the terms, where- 
upon Prince Ferdinand offered himfelf, and was accord- 
ingly detained^ 

When 
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When the account of this difafter reached Lifbon^ the 
, Government was much divided in opinion. The King was 
willing to comply with the terms, to redeem his brother, 
but the.Court, feconded by the Pope, urged the neceflity of 
keeping Ceuta, as a check on the Infidels. In the mtSLn 
time, large fums were propofed for the ranfom of the 
Prince, but in vain. 

Don Edward, who had now afcended the throne, find* 
ing negociatibn fail, refolved to releafe his brot)ier by force; 
but juft as he was about to embark with a formidable 
army, he was feized with a plague, and died ; leaving 
orders with his Queen to deliver up Ceuta for the refcue 
of his brother. This, however, was never performed ; 
ib that the unfortunate Prince ended his days in cap- 
tivity. 

The piety of his manners, and the magnanimity of his 
behaviour, made Don Ferdinand the obje6: of univerfal 
regret ; and this regret was heightened by the cruel treat- 
ment he received from the Infidels. His virtues and 
patient fuflerings became a fine fubjed for writers of ro- 
mance, and they have not failed to draw the tear of com- 
paffion in many a pathetic tale. Ferdinand is reputed a 
Saint in Portugal to this day. The friars of Batallm com- 
memorate his anniverfary with great folemnity on the. fifth 
of June. 

K 2 On 
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On the fepulchres of the above Princes, and alfo- that 
of the King their father, are fculptured in mezzo relievo 
various devices, chara<^eriftic of their refpedlive at^ions or 
difpofitions. They had likewife, for th^ fame purpofe, 
their refpeAive mottos : they are written in the French 
language; becaufe, as De Soufa tells us, that language 
was much efleemed in their time, and very current among 
Princes, on accountvof its courtefy and politenefs. The 
mottos are as follow : 

King John I., - - II me plait pour bien, 

Don Pedro, - - Defir, 

Don Henry, - - Talent de bienfaire, 

Don John, " " 7* ^^ ^^^^ raifon. 

Don Ferdinand, ^ - Le bien me plait. 


King Edward. 

This Prince was the eldeft fon of John the Firft, whom 
he fucceeded on the throne. His efHgy, with that of 
his confort Leanor, are on a tomb at the foot of the 
great altar of the church. He reigned but five years and 
one month : in this fKort period the kingdom expqi- 
enced many difafters, both hova. the wars of Africa and 
the plague, which rs^ed thoughout the country ; to the 
latter he himielf, with many of his fubjeds, fipll a iacri-* 
fice* In his adminiftration he was juft, and rendered the 

3 country 
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country coniiderable fervice, by reducing the laws to a 
regular code, and commanding the nobility to look after 
their eftates. A fimilar ordinance would not, perhaps, be 
injurious to the health or fortune of the prefent nobility 
of Portugal. 

According to the Portuguefe Hiftorians, Don Edward 
was one of the moil accomplifhed men of his time ; he 
ipoke and wrote Latin elegantly, and was author of feveral 
books. We cannot fay much for their merit, for they 
are (caicely known at prefent; his memory could not 
preferve them from {inking into oblivion. The writings^ 
of Princes are fubjed: to the fame fate with thofe of 
the humbteft of their fubjeds. Faria mentions one of 
thofe books, and but one, a treatiie on horfemanihip. 
Perhaps the author's kinfinan, Prince Alfonfb, fon of John 
the Second, who is interred in the Chapter-houfe, never 
read that treatife, or he would not have loft his life by 
bad horfemanihip* 


JOjgf John the Second- 
In one dF the chapels at the Baft end of the church it; 
depoiited the remains of John the Second,, without a mo« 
nument, or even an infcription. But his a&ions will per* 
petuate his memory, when the proudeft monuments are 
funk into duft. His corpfe remains,, front the time of 

its. 
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its interment, in one thoufand four hundred and ninety- 
five, to this day, uncorrupted, though it was not embalmed, 
nor prepared to withftand that diilblution which awaits on 
mortality : whether this proceeds from the nature of the 
difeafe of which he died, (an haemorrhage, fuppofed to 
be brought on by drinking of the water of a poifoned 
fpring near Evora,) or from any antiieptical properties of 
his coffin, or bothj the liaturalift can beft determine. 
There are fbme, I am aware, more devout perhaps than 
philofophic, who attribute this phenomena to the Mo- 
narch's fandity. I iliould be fbrry to difturb fo harmlefs 
an opinion. 

If the chara&ers of Princes are to be eftimated by the 
Services they render mankind, this Monarch has great 
claims on the gratitude "of pofterity. His court was con> 
iidered as the Lyceum of Europe. The learned and in- 
genious men of the times flocked to it, and were en- 
couraged in proportion to their talents, the only recom- 
mend^ion to his munificence. 

Nor did religious opinions rife as a barrier between real 
worth and royal favour ; , in the circle of his flatefinen, 
phyflcians, and mifllonaries, were to be found Jews of 
diftinguifhed abilities ; for, to do juftice to the Ifraelites of 
Portugal, they have in general been remarkable for fidelity 
and attachment to their King and country, before t^ 

eftablifh. 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. ft 

cftablidiment of that inaufpicious tribunal that has thmned 
the nation of its inhabitants, and reared the balilifk of 
perfecution on the niin& of the temple of humanity.. 

His profound knowledge of mathematicks fii^efted to 
him, that a (horter and fafer way of navigation than 
hitherto known was not impradicable. The learned men 
of his court took the problem into condderadon, and cul- 
tivated it with fuch fuccefs, that the world is indebted to 
them for the invention of the Aftrolabium *, and the firft 
tables of delineation for the ufe of pilots* 

By thefe inventions he was enabled to enlarge the boun- 
daries of his dominions. Various difcoveries were now 
made under his aufpices, along the coaft of Africa, whence 
his fleets returned laden with the moil valuable produAs 
of thofe countries ; but what gave him the greatefl fatif^- 
(si€dony was the opportunity thefe difcoveries afforded him 
of propagating the light of the Golpel. We may conceive 
what prc^refs he made in converting the Africans, by the 
numbers that were baptifed in the kingdom of Congo 
alone, which (if there be no miflake in the calculation]^ 
amounted to an hundred thoufand.. 

* The utfinlaiium is an inftnnnent bj of John the Second. fi£mih of Bohemta^ 

which are afcertuned the ahitudeof the- oneof die nioft celebrated' matfaematidana 

Son, and diftance of the Stars. It b of that age, is fiippofed hj Ibme to hare 

£ud to hare been inrented bj Roderigo affifted thenb. 
and Joze, two Jew pbjficians at die court 

Anxious 
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Anxious to carry the peaceful banners of Chriftiahity. 
ilill farther, he difpatched Bartholbmew Dias on tha^ exr 
pedition in which he made the firft difcoy^ry pf the Cape 
of Good Hope ; a difcovery which infpired him with the 
livelieft hopes of difplaying his enligns on the banks of 
the Ganges. ': . ' ; 

The better to fucceed in his deugns, he difpatched 
Pedro Covillam and Alonfo de Payva over-land into India, 
for fuch information as they could obtain of the flate of 
that country; hoping thereby to facilitate his intended 
expeditioji to the Eaft. Having, travelled together as far 
as Toro in Arabia, they parted, and took different routs. 
Covillam^ after vifiting Cananor, Calicut, Goa, Sofala, 
Mozambique, Quiloa, Mombara, Melinda, -Sec. returned 
to Grand Cairo, where he heard of the death of his com- 
panion. Shortly after their departure from Liibon,' the 
King difpatched a Jew, named Rabbi Abraham^ a native 
of Baja in Portugal, upon the fame errand; he met at 
Cairo with Covillam^ who fent him home with every in- 
telligence that he had acquired in thofe countries, and he 
himfelf proceeded to Abyffinia for further information, 
but unfortunately was never heard of more. 

The flattering accounts the King received from the Jew, 
Simulated his natural propenflties to difcoveries; but, 
alas I he was obliged to fufpend his meritorious proje^ 

for 
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for his peribnal iafety and the quiet of the kingdom. 
The Duke of Vifeu, at the head of a difcontented party, 
confpired againft his life. His Majefty having efcaped the 
hand of the affaffia three different times, fent for the 
Duke and walked with him in a garden, where he con- 
verfed with him on the relative duty of the King and the 
fubjed, and at the end put this emphatic queftion to him, 
** What wouldft thou do unto the man who attempted to 
** take away thy life?" To which the Duke anfwered, 
*« I would take bis firft, if I could." *< Then verily," faid 
the King, " as Nathan faid to David, Thou art the man !" 
and immediately plunged a dagger into his bread. 

This was the Prince to whom Pope Alexander the 
Sixth, out of the plenitude of his generofity, prefented 
one half of the globe, to put an end to the difpute be- 
tween the Crowns of Portugal and Caftile, relative to the 
fovereignty of the Ocean. Here was the maimer his Holi- 
nefs adjufted the buiinefs : he meafured one Hundred 
leagues to the Weftward of the Cape Verd lilandsj from 
which point he ordered a line to be drawn from pole to 
pole : then taking his fpiritual fe<5lor, he divided this 
found O into two parts, and gave the Eaftern hemifphere, 
with all its lands and feas, to the King of Portugal ; the 
other he prefented to the King of Caftile j interdiding, at 
the fame time, all but the fubjeAs of the two Crowns to 
vifit thoie parts, under pain of excommunication. But 
King John, not fatisfled with his {hare of the orb, in£{led 

L that 
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that his rival was entitled, not to a hemifphere, but to a 
fegment. The Minifters of the two contending Powers at 
length met, and decided the bufinefs, by extending the 
line of feparation two hundred and feventy leagues farther 
to the Weft, than his Holinefs had appointed. 


■MM* 


Leiriay 

One of the moft ancient cities in Portugal, is iituated 
on the banks of the river Z//V, in the midft of a fertile 
country, •finely diverfified with hill and dale. The foil 
is fo productive, that with little labour it yields abun- 
dance of corn, grapes, and olives ; yet with all thefe ad- 
vantages, both the plough and the loom are negled:ed ; no 
wonder then that an air of iadnefs and defolation is vifible 
in every ftreet. 

The remains of a palace *, formerly the refidence of 
King Diniz, furnamed the Hufbandman, ftill makes a 
jconfpicuous figure, on the brow of a precipice, contiguous 
to the town. It is impofiible to furvey thofe veftiges, 

* A great part of that palace is thouglit bearing a figure of a bull on the re« 

to have been built of the fragments of an rerfei finely executed. The name perhaps 

ancient city called Callipo, vrhich Hif- Ihould be written Calliope* As it was a 

tory (hews to have once flourifhed near Roman city ; it might have been fo called 

this place. I faw a gold coin that was after the mother of Orpheu8> and Mufe of 

lately found there among the rubbifli> EpicPoefy. 

without 
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without emotions of honour and veneration for the me- 
mory of a Monarch who ftudied the intereft of his country 
and of the huriian race, by his having wifely converted 
the fpear into the plough-fhare. 

When King Diniz had fecured the tranquillity of his 
dominions, he turned his attention towards the cultivation 
of the foil : his firft ftep towards the accomplifhment of 
this great objedl was to reftrain the feudal fyftem, under 
which the wretched peafantry had long groaned ; and the 
better to promote his favourite purfuit, he erected farm- 
houfes in every part of the kingdom, which he vifited in 
rotation, and diftributed gratuitoufly all kinds of imple- 
ments of agriculture among the hufbandmen, whom he 
confidered as the pillars of the (late, and the peaceful 
companions of Nature. ^ 

Portugal, which now-a-days does not annually^ pro- 
duce fufficient corn for three months home confumption, 
was confidered in his reign as one of the firft granaries 
in Europe. This fcarcity, as fome have erroneoufly fup- 
pofed, is not to be attributed to any change in the foil, 
(for that is permanent, if any thing terreftrial can be 
called permanent,) but to a great change in the fentiments 
of the people. The modern Portuguefe, contrary to the 
maxims of their anceftors, feek for wealth far from Lu- 
fitania, in the deep mines of the Brafils; whilft they 
forget that more fubftantial wealth may be found in 

L 2 their 
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their native fields, and that within fix inches of thq fiir- 
face. King Diniz was fo well afiiired of the truth of 
this, fi:om the knowledge he had of the productions of 
the country, that he never had occafion to apply to his 
neighbours for the neceflaries or luxuries of life ; it even 
fiipplied him with gold and filver. He had a magni- 
ficent crown and fceptre made of gold collected on the 
iands of the Tagus. 

But, alas I even the moft exalted charadters are taxed 
by humanity with fome imperfe<ftion. He is charged, 
like our illuflrious Henry the Second, with too great a 
pafilon for the fair fex. He had not, however, the fame 
apolqgy for departing from his conjugal ties as the Britifh 
hero ; for his Queen poflefied every virtue that can adorn 
her fex. Far from' vifiting the fins of 'the father upon the 
children, (he took all his illegitimate offspring (who were 
not a few) under her prote<5kion, and had th^m educated 
with as much care and tendernefs as her own. And thus,, 
by her patient and meek behaviour, we are told that ihe. 
prevailed on him to abandon that vice at a good old age.. 
This pious Queen was canonized in the reign of Philip the 
Foutth of Spain. 

There is cme noble inftitution of Don Diniz fHll extant,, 
which will ever bear teftimony of his wifdom ; that is, the 
celebrated Univerfity of Coimbra, which he founded in 
the year one thousand two hundred and ninety-one. He 

13 alfo 
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alfo planted the foreft at Marinha, which is one of the 
moft extenfive in; Europe. Portugal has, and ftill con- 
tinues to derive more advantage from thefe fettlements> 
than from all the vidories of King Emanuel. Camoens, 
fenfible ^ the merits, of fo great a Prince, has paid the 
following tribute ta his memorjr : 

— — Now brave Diniz reigns, whofe noble fire 


Befpoke the genuine lineage of his Sire *. 

Now heavenly peace wide wavM her olive bought 

Each vale difplayM the laboinrs of the plough, 

And fmilM with joy : the rocks on every fhore 

Refound the daihing of the merchant-oan 

Wife laws are form*d^ and conftitutions weigh'd,. 

And the deep-rooted ba& of Empire laid. 

Not Ammon^s fon with larger heart beftowM f ,, 

Nor fuch the grace to him the Mufes owM. 

From Hdicon the Mufes wing their way ;• 

Mondego*s flow'ry banks invite their ftay. 

Now Coimbra fhines, Minerva's proud abode ;; 

And fir'd with joy, Pamafius' bloomy God 

Beholds another dear-lov'd Athens rife. 

And fpread her laurels i& indulgent fkies* Lufiadj book iiL. 


* Eang Diniz was the ddeft fan of 
Alfonfo the Third*. He was bora at lif^ 
iNm on the 9th orO£lobeF> 1261. 

f The liberality of Diniz became pro^ 
YcrbiaU When he wa» appointed as arbi-- 
trator to oompofe the difference which 
fiibfifted between the Kings of Caftile and 
Arragon, he made the moft valuable pre* 
(imti ever, known in.his time to. the royal 


families and' nobility of Spain. A few 
days before he returned home, a Caftilian'^ 
gentleman obferved, whilft he was at din- 
ner, that his.Majefty's munificence ez« 
tended to every one except himfelf ; upon« 
which Diniz defir^d him to take the onlyi 
prefent he had left of what he had brought: 
with him ; that was, the 'filver table upoai 
which he dined* 


There: 
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There is a confiderable fair held annually in the city of 
Leiria, on the twenty-fifth of March. It was much crowd- 
ed with dealers, who expofed . to fale various articles of 
Englifh manufadture, particularly woollen cloths of a fe- 
cond quality, and hard-ware of every kind. The prin- 
cipal articles furnifhed by the natives were plate, jewellery, 
linen cloths, and pottery ; the quantity of the former was 

very great, but more to be valued for the weight than the 
workmanfhip. 

In a confpicuous part of the market, two French Char" 
letans ereded thdr booths ; one a dodor, the other a 
dentift. The latter flood on a table, and performed feats 
of empiricifin that aftoniihed the gaping crowd j and in 
reality his dexterity in tooth-nd rawing was very remarkable, 
they feemed to fly from -their rooted focket at the touch 
of his finger. He afiiired me, that he expe<9:ed to earn a 
moidore a day during the fair, though he charged the 
poor but ten reis a tooth* 

The dodor, who vended his panacea under an adjoining 
Ihed, had not fo many patients as his companion, nor were 
his abilities fo apparent to the vulgar, though he bore all the 
external marks of a perfon of deep refearch ; he was fliort- 
fighted, pale, meagre, and wrinkled as a rib-ftockingi 
yet thck fapient indices were loft on the multitude. His 
long and fuccefsfiil practice, he faid, had enabled him to 

condenife 
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condenfe the whole pharmacopceia into one medicine, 
which ^though in fa<% but a fimple ialve) he applied in- 
difcriminately to all complaints, whether chronical or 
acute ; and 

** With this he cur*d both poot and rich, 
** Yet was himfelf all over itch." 

N 

A ftranger has an opportunity of obferving the per- 
fonal ftate of the inferior clafs of this diftri<9:, from the 
number of peafantry who flock annually to the fair. Their 
appearance in general indicates more happinefs than is pro- 
mifed by the uncultivated flate of the land. The men 
wear fhort brown jackets, and boot s of the fame colour j 
each carries a (laif about feven feet long, which he wields 
in combat with great dexterity. 

The women wear long clokes, of a red or pearl colour, 
fringed with ribands j their necks and wrifts are orna- 
mented with gold chains. 

The former fex are remarkably low of flature and feeble, 
which fomc attribute to their eating too much oil : but if 
that operated as the caufe, we fhould exped to find the 
females affedled by it in like manner : whereas it is juft 
the reverfe ; for they are ftrong, well-proportioned, and 
though but of a moderate fize, yet when ranged with the 
men they look like Amazons, and if they poflefled their 
gallantry or warlike fpirit, they might transfer the diftaff 
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to their hufbands, and lord it oyer them LTcc the women of 
Metelin. 

In the Cathedral of this city I witnefled a fpedacle very 
humiliating to our nature. It was on a Sunday, • during 
divine fervice, when a woman, about the age of five-and- 
twenty, poflefled of an evil ipirit, as it was fuppofed, en- 
tered the church. The Sacriftan conducted her before one 
of the lateral chapels, where fhe flood with her mouth 
open, making a hideous noifc, which (eemed to iflue from 
the venter. The painful fcnfations her eyes and coun- 
tenance expreffed, excited the commiferation of all thfe 
congregation; but I could find none capable of giving 
any fatisfadory reafon refpeding the caufe or nature of 
her diftemper. 

May 28th. The (eafon now arrived in which the 
people are entertained with buU-feafts. After an ablence 
of fome weeks I returned to Leiria to fee the diverfion, 
and was furprifed to find the effed it had on the inhabit- 
ants, particularly the lower clafs, who, with every de- 
monftration of joy, teftified their attachment for that 
favourite airiufement. The combat was exhibited in a 
-quadrangular area, or fquare, formed by the houfes in the 
middle of the city. The fpedators were accommodated 
with feats gratuitoufly in the balconies of thefe houfes, 
whence they had a complete, view of what was pailing in 
the arena. 

About 
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About three o*clock the diverflon began, when one of 
the bulls rufhed into the arena, fmarting with the wounds 
he had received in the ftable, which were juft fprinkled with 
pickle. The combatants were about fixteen in number, 
each holding a fpear or daigger in the right hand, and a 
cloak of red filk on the left arm. The enraged animal 
now ran at one of them, who, notwithftanding the danger, 
ftood firm and undaimted till the bull dropped his horns 
to gore him, then he moved on his left foot from behind 
the cloak, and plunged a dagger into his neck. 

The greater part of the exhibition was but a repetition of 
iuch attacks ; as here they have none but pedeftrian per- 
formers, of whom there were two who excelled the reft 
in courage, execution, and adivity ; one was a Spaniard, 
the other an African. Each of them, in more than one 
inftance, difpatched a bull at the firft onfet, by aiming 
his dagger in a tender part between the horns, in confe- 
^uence of which the animal inftantly dropped, and was 
not feen afterwards to betray the leaft fy mptoms of life. 

The moft hazardous part was executed by a perfbn who, 
unarmed, attacked one of thefe bulls. He threw himfelf 
between the two horns, and grafped the animal about the 
neck ; in this pcfture he was carried about the arena, till 
difengaged by the united afliftance of all the combatants, 
who overthrew the bull, which, in this inftance, agreeably 
to the rules of the feaft, became their property, 
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When they foimd a bull that wa« ftronger and wilder 
than the reft, they protraded his exiftence longer than 
ufual, amidft the moft excruciating tortures that ingenious 
cruelty could devife. The body was pierced in various 
parts, and a number of broken fpears ftuck into the fleih* 
Whilft the poor animal was thus bleeding at every pore, 
feveral tubes, filled with fquibs and rockets, were faftened 
to darts and plunged into- the body.' As foon as thefe 
were fet on fire he flood in the midfl of the arena, tearing 
up the ground and belLowing, whilft clouds of fmoke 
(which he inhaled in breathing) ifTued from his mouth, 
and noftrils» 


Though there are many enlightened people in Portugal 
who do not approve of thefe barbarous entertainments, 
yet the common people are fo attached to them, that it 
would be very diificult to abolifti. them immediately.^ By 
degrees, however,^ they might be put an end to, and ibme 
manly, generous diverfion introduced in their ftead : civili- 
zation, it muft allowed, would lofe nothing by the exr. 
change, and humanity would rejoice at it.. 

We fhall conclude this fubjeiEt with a fliort extraA from 
a letter of Mr. Upton's, refpeAing Spenfer's Fairie ^ueetie. 
" In the tenth book of Heliodorus you will find that 
" Theagenes both tamed and rode oh the back of a wild 
bull. We have at Oxford now,, a very valuable monu- 
ment of this ftrange kind of fport. — This was a fport 
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to inure the youths to warlike exercifes, ufual at Thef- 
faly, and by Caefar brought to Rome. But as Dr. 
deaux has already treated of this fubje^l in his Dif- 
** fertation upon the Arundel Marbles, I (hall only add, 
that the modem buU-feafts in Spain feem plainly to be 
derived from thisj^ ilrange exercife and fport j firft be- 
gun by the Centaurs, who, froih their hunting and 
driving away the herds of their neighbours, had their 
original names; then a public paftime among the 
Theflalians, afterwards among the Romans, and at laft 
ending in Spaniih bull-£baft." 


ex 

Ci 
€C 


Marinba Grande. 

Here I fpent the month of May, at the hofpitable feat 
of William Stephens Efquire, the proprietor of an ex- 
tensive glafs manufactory, which he dftablifhed at this 
place about thirty years ago. The kingdom and its co- 
lonies are fupplied from hence with every article of glafs- 
ware, bottles excepted. It is the only factory of the kind 
in Portugal ; and the glafs imported is very trifling, as the 
duty laid on it amounts almofl to a prohibition. The 
greatefl inconvenience attending this fabrick, is its diflance 
from Lifi)on, which is about nineteen leagues. The ware 
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is fent thither by carriers, who occupy three days in the 
journey: but this inconvenience is compenfated by the 
local advantages Marinha Grande poflefTes in wood, ^d, 
and kelp. 

There is a noble foreft of pine-trees computed at thirty 
miles in circumference, at a (hort diftance from this placc^ 
This foreft was planted by the good King Diniz, for the be- 
nefit of poftcrity, and has fince remained the property of the 
crown. Previous to the difcovcry of America, the Portu- 
guefe drew all their (hip- timber from hence ; at prefent 
there is very little ufe made of it, except what Mr. Ste- 
phens uies in his gk{s-houfe> who has the privilege of 
leUing the decayed trees.- 

The land about Marinha Grande is very unproductive;: 
the greater part of it is a wafte of marfh or fand. Mr.. 
Stephens has reclaimed about thirty acres, which were* 
covered with i^d ; and he aflures me^ that it now yields* 
feven or eight abundant CFOps of lucera every year, thougl» 
for ages paft it did> not yield a blade of grafs. 


The 
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The following Paper, for which I am indebted to the 
gentleman above mentioned, may, perhaps, be ufeful to^ 
thofe who are interefted in tJbe culture of Bees : 

Ah Account of the Manner of treating Bees in Portugal* 

** To form a colony of Bees, a fpot of ground is cholen 
for the hives, exppied towards the South or South Eaft^ 
well fheltered from the Northern blafts, and furrounded 
with fhrubs and flowers ; of the latter, the beft is rofe- 
mary. The richer the neighbouring grounds are, the 
better '^ for Bees are faid to range for food to the diftauce 
of a le£^e from their homes. The fituation being chofen, 
lanes muft be cut through the fhrubby thickets of five or 
^x feet wide. The fences between the lanes fhould be 
about the &me dimenfions, and formed at intervals into' 
£nall receflesy like bowers or mches, to receive the hives. 

** The figure of the hives ufed here in general are cylin- 
drical ; in height about twenty- feven ihches by fourteen 
diameter. They are formed of the rind of the cork-tree, , 
and covered with a pan of earthen- ware inverted, the edge 
©f which projects over the hive like a cornice. The whole 
iJs faftened ^th pegs made of fbme hard and durable 
wood, and the joints flopped with peat. In the front of 
the cylinder, at the height of about eight inches, there- is ^ 
a. fmall aperture where the Bees enter. The infid^ is 
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divided into three equal diviHons, which are feparated hy 
crofs flicks : here the Bees form their combs or cells. 


" When the Bees -fwarm, which is ufually in the month 
of May or June^ the hives are placed to receive them 
where they alight. If they <lefcend on a tree, they are 
fhaken off: the p^fon who performs this operation muft 
not be afraid of them, as they do not commonly fting 
unlefs they are irritated ; it will be fafer, however, to 
cover the " head with a wire-mafk, and the hands with 
^ovesu 

" Some Bees are fo wild, that they fly away in attempt- 
ing to collet): them, but they may be caught again in this 
manner : a fheet is placed by night on the ground contigu- 
ous to the fwarm, and when they alight, the hive is placed 
over them, with the entrance Hopped, then the whcJe is 
covered with a (heet, in which they are carried home. 
But they ihould not be placed near the Jiive whence they 
had originally departed. 

*' When the time arrives for taking out the honey- 
combs, which is generally in the month of Tune, when 
the flowers begin to decay, it fhould be done in the heat 
of the day, as the greater part of the bees are then abroad, 
but not during a high wind> or at the commencement 
of a new or full moon. The hiver muft have his face 

and 
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And hands defended, as above mentioned, and accompa> 
nied by a perfon holding a chafing-difh, with a coal-fire, 
covered with moift peat, to make the greater finoke : . this 
fmoke being infufed among the Bees from the top of the 
cylinder, they fly away, or remain intoxicated at the bot- 
tom, then the hive is taken to pieces, by drawing out the 
pins. The combs are CHt out without deftroying the Bees^, 
except two cellsj which are left around the hive ; and left 
the Bees fhould feed on what remains, the incifion is co- 
vered with pulverized clay 5 after this the hive is put to- 
gether as before.. 

" The combs fhould not be taken out- but when they 
are full of honey; it is rarely good the firft year the 
Bees afiemble. In the months of March and Auguft the 
wax is taken out, which is lodged in the firft divifion' of 
the hive, after which the Bees form other combs, and ge- 
nerate a young colony. 

*^ The hiver fhould often vi^t the ^ound, and repair 
any accidents that have happened. If fnakes frequent the 
place, they fhould not be killed, fince they do not moleft 
the Bees,, but deftroy the toads and lizards,, which are 
obnoxious, to them* 

" When the hives are decayed, they are taken afunder 
and fumigated; then the Bees for^e their habitations, and 
take fhelter in aa adjoining hive, previoufly prepared for. 

II that 
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that purpofe. This fhould be performed in the Springs 
when the flowers begin to open and afford them fuccour. 
The fame method may be ufed in taking out the honey ; 
but if repeatedly pradifed, it will eztinguifh the colony. 

^* As the Bees, in returning from their excurfions, are 
loaded and fatigued, there fhould be nothing near the 
hives to obflrud their defcent, which is not in a perpen* 
ilicular courfe, but in an oblique one." 


Royal Monaftery of Alcohaqa, 

The Royal Monaflery of Alcoba9a is feated in a pretty 
village of the fame name, about fifteen leagues North of 
Lifbon ; it is well fheltered, particularly towards the Wefl, 
by rifing grounds, which gradually afcend to an immenfe 
elevation. Every part of the neighbouring country is 
well cultivated, and produces com and fruit of various 
kinds. 

In examining the origin of the religious flrudures of the 
twelfth century, we find the greater part of them have 
been founded in grateful remembrance of fome divine 
favour in battle, or elfe with a view to expiate the fins of 
the founder ; fo that they may not be improperly called 
^he temples of gratitude and repentance. This magni-r 
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iicent ftruAure is indebted for its origin to the former 
caufe. It was founded in the year one thou (and one hun- 
dred and feventy, by Alphonfb the firft King of Portugal, 
in confequence of taking the fortrefs of Santerem from 
the Moors, the capture of which he previoufly vowed to 
commemorate by a Monaflery. 

Faria relates, that St. Barnard (who at this time refided 
in Claravallis in France) being infpired with the King's 
pious determination, fent two Monks to begin the Mo- 
naftery on the very day the vow was made. It is further 
obferved, that the fite originally intended for it, is not 
that on which it is built ; as the lines were laid out to dig 
the foundation clofe to the road, an Angel came in the 
night and carried them feveral feet back, to a more eligible 
fituation. This remarkable circumflance is reprefented in 
a large painting, to be feen at this day in the gallery of 
the Hofpitium. 

The fame Angel would have done a laudable a<^ion, 
by extending a llmilar ad of kindnefs to the parilh church, 
which is raifed oppoflte to the Monaftery, in the centre of 
the high-road ; a fituation better adapted for a triumphal 
arch than a houfe of worfhip. 

Miracles of this fort, though rarely known in our days, 
were not, it feems, uncommon in former times. We are 
affurcd by very grave Writers, that when Conftantine the 
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Great intended to transfer the feat of empire to the Eaft, 
he pitched on Chalcedon for the fite of his Capital ; as the 
workmen began to lay the foundation of it, certain eagles, 
the ancient meflengers of Jove, carried away the lines, 
and let them fall over Bizantium ; upon which the Em- 
peror altered his refolution,. and built his city where it 
now {lands. 

It is much to be regretted, that thefe guardians of ar- 
diite<^ure do not pay a vifit to London ; very few <^ 
the citizens would be forry to hear that St. Clement's 
church in the Strand was numbered among the above 
miracles. 


But to return to our iubjed : This Monaftery might be 
faid ta commemorate phree remarkable events ; vi%, the 
origin of the Portuguefe Monarchy, the commencement of 
the Bemardine order of Monks, and the introdudion of a 
new fpecies of archite6t:ure into that kingdom, which our 
antiquaries call Modern Norman Gothic, The Church is 
entirely built in this ftyle, except the Weft front, which 
is more modern than the reft, and exhibits a feledion of 
the defcds of the Tufcan and Gothic ftyles,. 

On entering the Church at the Weft front, one is ftruck 
with the grandeur of that general efFeft peculiar to the 
infide of Gothic Churches, but very few poffefs that 
property to a higher degree than this. The profped at the 
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Eaft end is terminated by a magnificent Glory, placed over 
the altar, at the diflance of three hundred feet from the en- 
trance ; but the apparent diftance is confiderably more, on 
account of the narrownefs of the nave, and the regular fuc- 
ceflion of the pillars, which are twenty-fix in number; that 
is, thirteen at each fide. The longitudinal diftance from 
the centre of one pillar to that of the other is but feventeen 
feet three inches : according to the rules obferved in the beft 
proportioned Gothic edifices, this diftance is too little by 
oncrthird. The proportion of the pillars is likewife de- 
fe<9ive ; their dimenfions being greater than the impuKe 
of the vaults require. Indeed, the archited appears not 
to have been acquainted with the lex minimum in con- 
ftruftion, which experience or fcience taught his fuccefTors 
in this art. On the whole, there is very little difference 
between the architedure of this ftrudure and that called 
Ancient Norman, or Saxon, except that the arches, in- 
ftead of being femicircular, as in the latter, arc pointed ; 
in other refpeds we obferve the defedive proportions and 
rude fculpture of the Saxon churches in every part : the 
capitals, in particular, are almoft plain blocks; the bafes 
of the pillars have; but few mouldings j the ribs of the 
vaults and architraves of the windows want that depth 
and (harpnefs which produce aii air of lightneis. 

t 

The Eaft end, or choir, is of a femicircular form, after 
the manner of the ancient Churches, orBafiliiks, and which 
the 'Abbe Fleury fuppdlcs to have been made in that man- 
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ner by the Chriilians, to imitate that part of the Jewiih 
Temples where the Sanhedrim ailembled. 

The Gothic work which formerly decorated the choir, 
is now concealed by Grecian columns, with their ap- 
pendages. This alteration was made about eighteen years 
ago by an Englifh (culptor, named William Elfden, at the 
requeft of the Friars. Nothing can be more diigufling 
to every admirer of antiquity, or indeed any man of the 
leaft tafte, than this jumble of Grecian work, patched up 
in the moft ftriking part of a ftrudure, executed in the 
iimple Gothic manner. 

As the Church of Alcoba9a is one of thie earlieft fpe- 
cimens of the modem Norman Gothic in Europe, and per- 
haps the moft magnificent of the early period in which 
it was founded, we (hould be glad, were it not foreign to 
our fubjed, to give a more particular account of its archi- 
te^hire, and to illuftrate the fame by engravings. We 
{hould then be enabled to make it appear, that the con- 
jectures refpeding the origin of the Gothic ftyle are not 
warranted from this edifice, as we find nothing in it that 
has the moft diflant refemblance to bowers or groves, to 
Moorifh or Saracenic architedure, whence the pointed 
arch is fuppofed to be derived. 

The Weft front of the Monaftery, including the church, 
which is. in the centre, extends fix hundred and twenty 
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feet, the depth is about feven hundred and fifty feet. 
The inclofed {pace is occupied by dormitories, galleries, 
cloifters, &c. A Portuguefe Writer, in (peaking of the 
magnificence of this Monaftery, obferves, that its cloif- 
ters are cities, its facrifty a church, and the church a 
bafilifk. 

The better to convey an idea of it, we (hall give the 
dimenfions of fome of the apartments. The kitchen, for 
example, is near an hundred feet long, by twenty-two 
broad, and fixty-three feet high from the floor to the 
intrados of the vault. The fire-place is twenty- eight feet 
long by eleven broad, and is placed, not in the wall, but in 
the centre of the floor ; fo that there is accefs to it at every 
fide. The chimney forms a pyramid refting upon eight 
eolunms of cafl: iron. A fubterranean ftream of 
pafl!es through the centre of the floor, which is occa- 
fionally made to overflow the pavement, in order to 
cleanfe it. 

Notwithftanding the magnitude of this apartment, there 
is not an inch of it unoccupied from morning till night ; 
for all the induflry of the Convent is concentred in it ; 
the operations are carried on under the infpe£tion of one 
of the lay-brothers. 

The refedory is ninety-two feet long by fixty-eight 
broad ; the breadth is divided into three porticos by two 

feries 


94 TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 

feries of ftone columns. The tables are placed next the 
two fide and end walls ; at the extreme end, where the 
Prior takes his feat, are two large pidures ; the one repre- 
fenting th^ Laft Supper, the other Chrift and the two 
Diiciples at Emmaus. 

We fhould not omit to notice the cellar, as it is one of 
the moft valuable apartments belonging to the Monaftery ; 
there are forty large caiks in it, which are fuppofed to 
contain near fcven hundred pipes of wine. 

It is very remarkable, that thefe people, avowedly 
aflembled for the purpofe of ftudying as well as praying, 
have not a library in their convent, unlefs that deferve^ 
the name of one which is not larger than a clofet, and 
fcarcely contains as many books as there sac pipes of wine 
in the cellar. 

The North Weft wing of the Monaftery is fet apart for 
the reception of ftrangers ; hence it is called the Hofpitiumy 
the whole extent, which is two hundred and thirty feet, is 
diftributed into ftately and convenient apartments. In 
the anti-rooms are fome good pidures, particularly one of 
the Judgment of Solomon, and feveral portraits of Popes 
and Cardinals, very well executed, by a Portuguefe artift 
named Vafques ; among the latter we find the portrait of 
6t. Thomas of Canterbury. 
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The rooms of ftate are* furniflied with the portraits of 
the Sovereigns of Portugal, from the commencement of 
the Monarchy to the prefent : they have been lately painted 
by an artift named Amino Amarel. I am forry tliat truth 
will not allow me to fay that they are well done; the 
painter appears to have been an utter ftranger to light and 
fliade, and had but a very imperfedt idea of drawing. 
There is one portrait here, painted by a Portuguefe lady 
named Jofepba^ that is worth the whole coUedion. 

The above feries of portraits are ranged in the follow- 
ing chronological fucceflion : 

I. Alfonso I. the founder of 
this Monafterjr, and the firft 
King of Portugal, vixit amo 77, 

ohit anno 1185. 


2. SanchoI. 

3. Alphoicso IL - 

4. Sancho IL 

5. Alfonso III, - 

6. Dfniz I. 

7* AlfoItso IV. - 

8. Petbr I. 

9. Ferdinand I. - 
ic« John I. 

II. Edward L 
12* Alfonso V» - 


I2H. 

1223. 
1248. 

1279. 

1367. 

1383- 

1433- 
1438. 
1 481. 


13. John. II. - obit anno 

1495- 

14. Emanuejl I. - - 

1521.. 

15. John III. 

1557- 

id. Sebastian I. 

1578. 

17. Henry I. - . 

1580.. 

18. Philip II. of Caftilc> - 

1598. 

j^. Philip IIL 

1621^ 

20. Philip IV. 

1665.. 

21. John IV.. 

1656. 

22. Alfonso VI. 

1683. 

t3. Peter II. 

1706^ 

24. John V. - 

1750. 

25. Joseph I. - - 

1777. 

26. Queen Maria I. bom 17th 


December 

I71-4* 


' 111 the apattttiefit called the Hall of Kings, are feveraf 
Statues of the Sovereigns of Portugal,, made of Plafter o£ 
Paris, feme placed in niches, and others ftanding on corbels 

at 
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at the height of eight or nine feet. The name of the artift 
I do not remember; nor perhaps will it ever be found 
regiftered in the catalogue of the imitators of nature. 

The third day after my arrival here, I was conduded 
by two of the Fathers up feveral flights of ftairs to the 
Novices apartment ; on entering the gallery I found about 
a fcore of them, between the age of fourteen and eighteen, 
drawn up in a line, like a fquadron of foldiers ; they flood 
in a reclined pofture, with their eyes fixed, on the ground, 
whilfl their Superior, called the Padre Meftre^ flood op- 
pofite to them, with a book in his hand. I was not a 
little furprifed to find that the prefence of a flranger did 
not induce any of them to raife his head. 

The Novices chapel contains one of the finefl colledion 
of pidhires in the kingdom. I had only time to exa- 
mine a few of them attentively (without trefpafllng 
too much on the patience of the Fathers) ; one was a fmall 
figure of a Madona, fuppofed to be painted by Titian : 
it is certainly in his manner ; the colouring is exqui- 
fite, and though thinly laid on, the efFeA is grand and 
forcible, from the artful manner in which the different 
tints are contrafled. Strangers, I underfland, are but 
ieldom allowed to vifit the Novices apartments, other- 
wife I would have taken a catalogue of this valuable 
coUedion, 

From 
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From thence I pafled to the oppofite fide, through a 
ccM-ridore, at each fide of which is a range of fmall cells^ 
belonging to the Novices, who had now retired into them ; 
the dimenfions of each might be about fourteen feet by 
nine. I wiihed to fee the infide, but was told the -Su- 
pericM* had the keys. In one of the doors was a fmall 
aperture, through which I obierved a graceful youth, of 
^ pale and macerated countenance, about the age of fix- 
teen ; he was drefied in a long black robe, on his knees, 
in the a£t of prayer, with a rofary in his hand ; his eyei 
were fixed on a crucifix. The walls about him were with<- 
out pidures, or any other ornament ; and, left the view 
of external objeds {hould interrupt the courfe of his me- 
ditation, there was but one fmall aperture in the ceU to ad« 
mit day, and thiat was placed next the deling ; the bottom 
and fides of it were fplayed {bmcwhat like a loop-hole» 
fb that the rays of the evening 'Sun, which now {hone 
through it, fell on his tonfiire, whilft all about him ap« 
peared in ihade. Had Raphael transferred the fupplicatory 
objed: to the canvafs, he could not have chofen light better 
adapted to produce a grand eSk&, 

« 

It is not my intention to inter^zre with the dodrine of 
the church, relative to the extindion or regulation of the 
pafiions ; I (hall only obferve, that if obedience and fbli- 
tude are foremoft in the clafs of virtues, great muft be the 
reward of thefe probations* 

o In 
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In order that the Fathers might want for nothing that 
contributes to the convenience or happinefs of the mo> 
naftic life; they are accQmmodated with a large garden 
at the rear of the church, which is planted with trees and 
Hirubs, and diftributed into plea£uit walks* Here they 
recreate themfelves every afternoon. At intervals there are 
arbours Ibrmed in the thickets, and fumiihed with benches, 
where the Friars retire from the heat of the Sun, to- ftudy 
or meditate. In the centre of the garden is a fine oval 
pond, of an hundred and thirty feet on the tranfverle dia* 
meter, with an obeliik in the centre of it. 


There are various cyprefs trees at the farther end of the 
garden, the leaves of which are ingenioujly formed by the 
ihears into figures reprefenting men; fbme in the ad of 
ihooting, and others praying ; fon^e with long cues, and 
others vidth perukes. This fpecies of fculpture, though 
hitherto not clafied among the branches of the fine arts, 
approaches the nearefl to Nature, perhaps,, of any other ;, 
for thefe Sylvan figures abfblutely grow, and are daily fed,, 
with the produce of the foiL They have their Winter 
and Summer, Spring and Autumn, their exiftence and 
di^lution, like other animated beings« 

Contiguous to the above garden there is a rabbit-warren 
belonging to the Monaftery, upon a conftrudion difierent 
from any I had ever feen. It is two hundred feet long by 

I an 
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an hundred and twenty-five broad, indofed on every fide 
by walls about fixteen feet hi^. The floor is paved with 
large fquare fla^s, and the joints filled with cement. 
There are little (heds ranged along the foot of the wall, 
where oval earthen pots are placed, of eleven inches in 
depth by nine inches in height. The front of each has 
a round tube through which the rabbit enters ; here they 
breed, and rear up their young ones. On the area of the 
warren are alio feveral ranges of pots, apparently fet apart 
for the male rabbits.' The whole, which are £ud to 
amount to five or fix thoufiuid, are fed with plants brought 
fi-om the neighbouring fields and gardens, together with 
the ofials of. the Convent. 

The Fathers of diis Convent, like thofe we before 
mentioned at Oporto, are not allowed to appear on foot 
out of doors, except in the gardens belonging to their 
Monaftery ; (uch as have occafion to go abroad travel on 
mules, or in carriages j they have a number of the(e ani> 
mals in their ftables, which it ieems they prefer to horfes, 
but for what reafbn I could not learn, perhaps from mo- 
tives of humility ; for Guevara tells us, that till his time, 
it was a mark of diigrace in Spain for a gentleman to ride 

on a mule. 
« 

J<^ the Second of Portugal, finding the breed of horfes 
nearly exdnd, endeavoured to revive them in his domi- 
nions by prohibiting the ufe of mules. The clergy re- 

o 3 fufed 
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fiifed to comply with the ordinance, and appealed to the 
Pope to juftify them. But the King, not wiUing to fall 
out with this clafs of his fubjeds, on amfideration, 
thought it prudent to revile the edid, and inferted a 
claufe allowing all the clergy within his dominions to keqp 
mules, but ordained at the £une time that no one (hould 
(hoe them, under pain of death. Thus he filenced their 
objedion, and gained his point. 

The reader will eafily conceive what a vaft revenue it 
requires to keep up this inftitution, wheidn there are 
about three hundred people, including fervants, living in 
a (plendid manner. But the royal founder took care to 
provide for all contingencies ; for at the moment he vowed 
to build it, he endowed it with all the land and fea that 
can be feen from the Aunmit of a neighbouring mountain, 
which commands a wide horizon. The revenue arifing 
from this vaft trad of country renders Alcoba9a one of the 
richeft and moft mi^ificent inftitutions of the kind, not 
only in Portugal, but in Europe. 

Of late years fome of its privileges have been reftrained ; 
many people, however, are of opinion that it ftill pofleflea 
too many. They alfo think the revenue is too great, from 
an idea that wealth promotes feafting more than praying. 
But during a refidence here of near three weeks, I could 
perceive no juft grounds for fuch remarks ; on the con- 
trary, I found the greateft temperance and decorum^ 
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blended with lio{))italit7 and cheerfiilnefs, prevail in every 
part. 

Each Father holds his rank according to (eniority or elec-« 
tion. The junior Friars are very refpedful and flibmif&ve tQ 
their fuperiors, and all are obedient to the Abbot-general^ 
who prefides as chief. This prelate has no fpiritual fuperior 
in the kingdom, except the Cardinal ; he holds the rank of 
a Bi{hop, is Almoner to the King, ^ind Chief of all the 
Monafteries and Nunneries of the Bernardine Order in 
Portugal. The office is clcftive every three years. This 
is the fecond time the prefent worthy General has ferved in 
that capacity. 

Evety ftranger who vifits the conmit is flire to meet 
with a polite and hofpitable reception 1 Many youths of 
the diftrid are maintained and educated by the Fathers* 
The fuperfluities of th^ refedory are diftributed among 
the poor; befides, there are pittances purpofely prepared 
for them twice a week \ ib that hundreds of indigent 
people are conftantly fed at their gates ; and their tenantry 
are apparently as comfortable as any in the kingdom. 
Thofe who declaim againft thdir opulence, would ^o well 
to inquire, whether there be a noblemui or gentleman in 
Europe, poiTefied of a revenue equal to that of this Mo- 
naflery, who difiufes fo many bleflings among his fellow- 
beings as the Fathers of Alcobaga* 

In 
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In the archives of the hf onaflery is preferved, among 
feveral other (acred utenfils, a gold chalice of exquifite 
workmanfhip, which has excited the curiofity of fome 
learned and ingenious men. It is ftudded with mafiy pre- 
cious ftones of divers colours, and ornamented with feveral 
groups of beautiful figures in demi reliefs repreienting the 
Paflion of Chriift. 

The 'Fatho's can give no iatisfadbory account of it, 
neither do their records mixtion at what time it was 
made, nor hj whom it was preiented ; according to (bme, 
it was l)eftowed by King Emanuel, others (uppofe it was 
purchafed with the jewels of Dona Ignez de Caftro, who 
is entered here; whilft others conjedure that it was bought 
vdxh the treafure of diamonds and rings, which Alfonfb 
the Firft bequeathed to the Monaftery at his death. 
Without prefuming to decide which of theie opinions is 
right, I ihall offer the following memorandums for the 
•coiiJQderation of the ciuious. 

On the cup, or upper part of the chalice, are twenty- 
feven embofied letters, diftributed around the circumfer- 
ence in fix divifions, thus : 

NETO 

VIRHI 

ASBM 

MIGLR 

HOAM 

VEDIK 

The 
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The foot of the chalice is about nine inches diameter, 
and contains an hundred and ten letters, which are diftri- 
buted into twelve divifions- about its circumference, in the 
following order * : 

MDSXIB 

QVEKIP . THSFCIE 

MU)N£ 

RGATOI . VELTHBE 

XIDKMT 

RVSNEB.ILCAL 

MFOKV 

IHPTXV . ESTDMIN 

ATVFOL 

RHVEBSI . NOPALX 

CVIHGI 

RMLOEI . NtKVFIL 

The Rev. Dr. Bluteau, in a work confiding of various, 
academical pieces, mX.ix\ed-Profas Portuguezas^ has given, 
a, long dHIertatibn on thefe letters, wherein he attempts, 
though evidently in vain, to afcertain their meaning. As 
he was looked upon as an Author of no inconfiderablc 
merit in his time, perhaps his manner, of treating the 
fubje<% in queftion. might apologize for the length of the 
following extrads, which we have endeavoured to tranflate. 
as literally as poiEbte : 

<<. .«.«^ Upon my inquiring of the Fathers, if they knew 
the fignification of thefe letters,., they anfwcrcd in the ne— 

* As tlie letters on tbe neck.of the fiberty to be^o at aay fide of. the pofyv 
chalice are g]aced in a hexagon, and tbofe gens} dieie have beeb copied fiou kft to 
•a the foot in a dwdccagao, wcr aic at 6^ 

gatiye, 
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gative, though many ingenious men had endeavoured to 
explain them. This roufed my curioiity to copy the 
myfterious charaders, not with a prefumpticm to decypher 
them, but with a view to devote a few leiAire hoiu^ in 
examining them in the tranquillity of retirement. 

'' Now, on the one hand, I figured to myfelf that all 
this metallic literature might be a mere artifice, to attract 
the curiofity of the ingenious ; on the other, it appeared to 
me inju(Hce to fuppofe, that fuch fine letters ihould have 
no meaning, and occupy fo much gold to no purpofe. 
But every time I confulted the curious about the inter- 
pretation of them, we became more entangled than the 
Argonaut in the Golden Fleece, which, according to fome, 
was likewife an enigma of golden letters. In this per> 
plexity, as I had not, like Jaibn, a Medea to condu<S): me 
through the maze, I conceived that the caballiftic art 
alone would give a thread to guide my fteps through this 
lal^rinth. 

^' Cabala^ or Kabbalay2i Hebrew word, which fignifies 
rsceptiotiy is derived from kibbely which means deliveredy 
or taught, Theie two etymologies are verified by the ap- 
plication of the word caballa \ for iii ancient times caballa 
was the icience of inftruding without books or writings, 
and was communicated by fucceffive tradition delivered 


vtoa voce. 
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*V Between the Caballa of the modern and ancient He- 
brews there is a wide difference : that of the latter was 
a noble myfterious do<arine, promulged by Mofes. In 
conjfirmation of this, Celio Rhodiginio fays, that Mofes 
received two laws on the Mount ; one literal, which he 
wrote by order of God, and prefented to the eyes of the 
people ; the other- fpiritual, which he revealed to feventy 
of the Elders. And we know that thefe people had ftic- 
ceffivdy, from one to the other, transferred the myfteries 
of their fublime dodrine ; whence they called it Mercava^ 
that is to fay, thefcience of transferring. It had for its 
objed all things appertaining to intelledual matters, 

** By means of this fecret commtinication the fons were 
made heirs of their fathers' ineftimable treafures of divine 
fcience, and not only the Hebrews, but alfo the Chal- 
deans, Pythagoreans, and Druids, (ancient Philofophers 
of Gallia,) for the fpace of many centuries, were ini- 
tiated in an occult manner into all fpiritual matters, with- 
out books or writings. By the Greeks it was called Agra^ 
fha^ now it is known by the original name Caballa. But 
as time perverts all things, the Hebrew DoAors infenfibly 
loft fight of this occult fcience, and by ill-placed curiofity, 
their Theologifts degenerated into Herefiarchs, their Af- 
tronomers into Judicial Aftrologers, their Logicians into 
Sophifts, their Natural Philofophers into Alchymifts, &c. 
and thus the fpeculative purfuits of the Hebrew DoAors 

p dwindled 
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dwindled into what they call Allegories ; hence the name 
Allegorical Caballifls, or Allegorifts. 

" Thefe Caballifts taught their followers, that the al- 
legorical fenfe of writings is much fuperior to the literal, 
in as much as the latter is practical,' whereas the other is 
fpeculative ; the praAical being embarrafled with circum- 
ftances of place and time, whereas, the Speculative exalts 
the foul to the knowledge of temporal, celeftial, and 
eternal objects, which are the images of the Divine im- 
mutability. 

" Finally, Allegorifts afcertain Caballas by the obferva- 
tion of letters, in which, after a great deal of . labour, they 
fcarce produce any thing worthy of notice. 

** The laft Caballa is divided into Gametria^ Notarka^ 
and Themura. ^The firft afcertaining the words by the 
tranfpolition of the letters ; the fecond fuppofes each 
letter to ftand for a word, or explains one word by ano- 
ther which contains an equal number of letters. And the 
Cabella Themuroy which is like wife called Zirupb^ con- 
fifts in interchanging the letters, and then fuppofing each 
of them to be equivalent to certain other letters. 

** The two latter will not anfwer my purpofe, becaufe of 
the number of letters of the chalice, and becaufe they are 

8 only 
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only ufed where there are but few letters, as may be in- 
ferred from the following inftances : 

' " In the fecond verfe of the third Pfalm, where we 
read Multi tnfurgunt adverfum me^ the Caballa Nota- 
rica decyphers the word Mulfi, and Ihews that in the 
Hebrew language it is written with R, B, I, M ; which 
charadters, after much fpeculative inquiry, are fuppofed 
to be the initials of the names of the Romans^ Baby~ 
lonians, loniansy and Medes. In a few letters this Ca- 
balla might be applied ; the Romans made ufe of it in 
their epitaphs and other infcriptions, as we find by the 
letters S, P, O, R, which mean Senatus Populufque 
Romanus. 

" This Caballa has given rife to (bme curious conjec- 
tures on the four letters of the name ADAM, which 
are interpreted to be the initials of the four quarters of 
the world j vi%. Anatoli^ which in the Greek fignifies 
the Eaft, Dyfis the Weft, ArSios means the North, 
and Mefembria the South, or Mid-day. Thus, with a 
myfterious brevity, the name of the firft Monarch is a 
cabaliftical indication of the four parts of his empire. 

*' The Caballa Notarica draws fignifications from letters 
according to the meaning they have in other alphabets, 
particularly in thofe where every letter is an entire word ; 
as in the Hebrew alphabet Aleph^ Beth^ Dakthy Ghimely 

p 2 ^c* 
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&*€. and in the Greek Alpha^ Beta, Gamma, Delta ; and 
in many other idioms we may form lines with two or three 
letters of their alphabet, as in the Chaldean, for example, 
the letter A is called Elpha, in the Syrian, Olaph, or Alyn \ 
in the Arabick, Turkilh, and Perfian, it is called Aliph ; 
in the Egyptian, Atbomus ; in the Ethiopian, Alph ; in 
the Arminian, Aip ; in the Sclavonian Alemoxi, and fo of 
others. 

" The word Aluph, or Aleph^ which is the A of 
the Hebrews, means Prince ; and, for this reafon it was 
placed at the head of their alphabet, as the Prince of their 
letters. 

" The Alpha of the Greeks, in the language of the 
Syrians, means an ox. It is related, when Cadmus began 
to found a city in Bceotia, he chanced to meet an ox, and 
caufed the name of it (Alpha) to be placed at the head 
of the alphabet, from the great' utility of this animal, 
which the Syrians coniider as the Prince of the animals of 
the Held. 

" The fecond Cahalla, called Themura, ox Ziruphy is 
as little to my purpofe as the former. The third Caballa, 
called Gametria by the- Hebrews, confifts in tranfpofing 
of the letters in fuch a manner as to produce fignificant 
words ; for example, the twenty-third chapter of Exodus, 
verfe the twentieth, is written in the Vulgate Preecedetque te 

Angelus 
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Angelus meus. In the place of Angelus the Hebrew verfioi 
fays Malachi, and by the anagramatic tranfpofition of the 
letters of this name, the Caballifts fhew that Malachi 
means Michael ; hence they pretend that the Angel of 
* whom the Scripture fpeaks in the above place was Saint 
Michael." 

Our Author next proceeds to fhew the numerous inter- 
pretations to which the letters of the chalice are fubjeft t 
** When, according to Father Malebranche's Treatife on 
Algebra, the combinations of the twenty-four letters of 
the alphabet amount to I. 391. yai. 658. 311. 264. 960. 
263. 919. &98. 102, 100. *" 

Hence he concludes, that the languages ufed all over 
the world muft be more numerous than is generally fup- 
pofed. ** According to Father Vafconcellos the Jefuit's 
account of the Brazils on the banks of the river Amazon, 
there are more than an hundred and fifty languages fpoken, 
and thefe, we are affured by Father Vieira, are as different 
from one another as ours is from the Greek. 


♦ According to Ttfrff/<f/, the various com- finitely fliort of the other two. Here is 

binations of the twenty- four letters of the his computation, 5. 852. 616. 738. 497* 

alphabet (without repetition) amount to 664. 000. So much for the uncertainty 

620. 448. 401. 733. 5139. 439. 360. 000. of progreffive arithmetic, when applied to 

Clavius the Jefuit has alfo calculated fubjefts of this nature, 
thcfe combinations, and makes them* in- Tranjlator^s Note. ' 
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** If to thefe we add the feveral hundred languages 
which a,re ufed among the different nations of the world, 
we cannot help afking with admiration, What is the pri- 
mary fburce of fo many modes of fpeech? Whence (o 
many flowers and figures of rhetoric ? What repofitory 
fupplied the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew idioms ? To 
what fource are the Italians indebted for their courteous 
and political exprcflions ? What Nymph or Mufe infpired 
the French with that fweetneft of didion ? What fierce 
and fevere warrior gave the Germans , their military terms 
and frightful vocality ? What Prince, what Potentate 
enthroned in Portugal and Caftile the words of a grave and 
majeflic eloquence? Finally, What materials were ufed 
by the people of China, Japan, Arabia, Turkey, Margui, 
Armenia, Malabar, Bengal, Malacca, the Negroes of 
Africa, the Inhabitants of America, and all other nations, 
to invent fignificant terms of cuftoms, negociations, com- 
merce, trade, tadics, battles, arts, fciences, rites, cere- 
monies, religion, and facrifices ? 

■ 

" This vaft ocean of literature is flill further fupplied 
by numerous other vocabularies flowing into it, like rivers 
into the fea, from proper names and family appellations, 
from the various dialeds, and the different modes of pro-> 
nouncing the fame language in different parts of a ftate ; 
as in the Greek language, the Attic, Folic, Corinthian, 
and common dialeds ; In the Italian language, the dialeds 

of 
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of Genoa, Bergamofa, Venice, Naples, Sicily : In the 
French, the dialeds of Picardy, Gafcony, Normandy, 
&c. J and in the Portuguefe, the particular words peculiar 
to Beira, Minho, Alenteju, Algarve, 8cc. Thefe and the 
innumerable other diale<9:s ariling from the letters of the 
alphabet, with the divers words of the mother tongues, 
make altogether an ineffable variety of fpeech." 

Our Author, after wandering far from the queftion, 
returns to the fubjed:, and concludes, that the meaning 
of the letters of the chalice is this : Hie eft calix fan- 
guinis meiy novi &' aterni teftamenti^ qui fro vobis &f 
pro multis effundetur* Joakim Kludphik fudiy Bolduk,. 
A, Dm. Mil C . LXXXVIL * 


* Do£lor Bluteau has made fomc mlf- 
takes in copyiag the letters of the chalice ; 
the following, for inftance^ NOPALX^ 
which are on the foot of it^ he attributes 
to the neck. An anonymous Writer has 
given a different interpretation of thefe 
letters in the before-mentioned work, 
(Pre/as fortugue%as^) wherein he makes 


each letter the initial of a word. And, 
in order to make the fenfe coincide with 
his- meanings he fubftitutes ideal letters foi^ 
real ones> though perhaps it happened 
through mtdake. However that was, his 
interpretation of the enigma is, if pofTible, 
more improbable than that of Dodloc 
Bluteaiu 
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Among the perfonages interred in this Monaftery there 
are but two; namely, Don Pedro and Dona Ignez de 
Cafiro^ of whom I could coUeft any thing remarkable. 
We fliall attempt to give a fketch of the hiftory of this 
celebrated pair, and then take our leave of Alcoba9a. 


Don Pedro and Dona Ignez de Cajiro, 

Contiguous to the tranfept of the church belonging to 
tTiis Convent, there is a Gothic Maufoleum of hewn ftone, 
in the midft of which are two magnificent fepulchres of 
white marble, containing the remains of Don Pedro the 
Firft, King of Portugal, and of Dona Ignez de Caftro, 
bis confort* 

A cumbent efE^ of each, the fize of life, is placed on 
their refpeAive tombs ; by which the former is reprefented 
with a long beard, a fevere countenance, and in the a<3: 
<of drawing his fword. The latter is reprefented with a 
beautiful innocent countenance; drefied in royal robes, 
.and adorned with the diadem. 

The^e are but few perfonages recorded in hiftory, who 
liave 'befen oftener celebrated by dramatic writers than this 
Princcfs. There have been no lefs than five tragedies formed 

from 
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from her pitiful narrative j viz. two in Engli{h, one 
in French, one in Spanifh, and one in Portuguefe. The 
latter, perhaps, approaches the neareft to the truth of 
hiftory, and is not inferior in point of poetical merit. 
The Author, Senhor Nicola Luisy had no occafion to 
refort to fidion to heighten the pafHons of an audience, as 
the fimple fa<5ts are fufficient to fill up all the fcenes of 
pity ^nd terror, and to Ihew to what lengths love and 
revenge are capable of tranfporting the human mind. 

The fubjed: of this tragical piece is as follows : Don 
Pedro, fon of Alonfo the Fourth, King of Portugal, and 
heir apparent to the crown, having fallen in love with a 
lady of the court, named Dona Ignez de Caftro, thought 
he could not fliare the crown which awaited him with 
a more amiable perfon. She united to all the charms of 
beauty, the moft graceful and accomplifhed manners. The 
Prince, waving all confiderations of birth and fortune, was 
privately married to her by the Bifhop of Guarda, 

Notwithflanding the nuptials'were performed with all the 
fecrccy imaginaj^le, yet they reached the King's ear, who 
had premeditated a confbrt for Don Pedro in the King of 
Caflile's daughter. He queflioned him as to the truth of 
the report ; but knowing his father's arbitrary difpofition, 
he thought it prudent then to conceal the fad. 

The 
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The Nobility alfo had intimation of the marriage, and 
the preference given to Ignez had awakened their jealoufy. 
Hence they took every opportunity of reprefenting her 
as a woman of the greateft ambition, and pretended that 
very fatal confequences were to be apprehended from fuch 
an alliance ; they alfo condemned the Prince as a ra(h and 
difobedient fbn. 

The King, who was a man of weak underflanding, 
gave ear to their calumny, and they worked upon his 
paflions to that degree, that he refblved to murder the 
unfortunate Princefs. Accordingly, he let out to perpe- 
trate the horrid deed, accompanied by three of his courtiers 
and a number of armed men* 

Dona Ignez at this time reflded in Ccmnbra, in the 
palace of Santa Clara, where ihe pafled her time in the- 
moft private manner, educating her childreny and attend- 
ing to the duties of her domeftic af^s. 

* 

The Prince, nnlbrtunately^ was abroad on a himting party 
when the King arrived. The beautiful vi^lim came out 
to meet him, with her two infant children, who. clung 
about his knees, fcreaming aloud for mercy. She pro- 
ftrates herfelf at his ^t, bathes them with tears, and fup- 
plicates pity for her children, befeeching him to banifh 
her to fome remote defert, where (he would gladly wander 
an exile with her babes. 

!^ The 
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TKe feelings of Nature arreiled*his ariHj juft raiiibd to 
plunge a dagger into her bread. But his couxifellors urging 
the neceffity of her death, and reproaching him for his 
difregard to the welfare of the nation, he relapfed into his 
former refolution, and commanded them to diipatch 
her; at which they rulhed forward, rcgardlefs of the 
cries of innocence and beauty, and inftantly ilrucfc oS£ 
her head ! 

Soon after the above tranfa^ion the Prince arrived; 
but, alas 1 found thofe eyes that were wont to watch his 
return with impatience, clofed in death. The i5ght of 
his beloved Ignez weltering in gore fille^d his mind with 
diflradion, and kindled every fpark of revenge within his 
foul. In all the agony of rage, he called aloud on the 
avenging hand of Heaven to punifh thofe monflers who 
deprived him of all he held dear upon earth. 

As foon as her remains were interred, .he put himfelf 
at the head of an army, who fyiiipathized with his diftrefs ; 
they carried fire and fword through the adjacent provinces, 
and laid wafte the eftates of the murderers. The rbya^ 
troops could not oppofe them ; they fled at the appearance 
of the gallant avengers of innocence. But the King, 
wretched man I could not fly from himfelf ; the cries of 
his grand-children flill echoed in his ears, ^and the bleed* 
ing image of their unfortunate mother was conftantly be- 
fore his eyes. Death at length commiierated his fituation, 

^2 ' and 
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and he expired full of repentance for his accumulated 
crimes. He was an undutiful fon, an unnatural brother, 
and a cruel father. 

The Prince now afcended the throne, in the thirty- 
feventh year of his age. He no fooner obtained the power, 
than he meditated to revenge the death of his beloved 
Ignez. The three murderers; namely, Pedro Coella, 
Diogo Lopez Pacheo, and Alvaro Gonfalvez, had fled into 
Caftile, previous to the death of the late King. The 
Prince ordered them to be tried on a charge of high trea- 
Ibn, and being found guilty, their eftates were confifcated. 
Next, he contrived to feize their perfons, by agreeing 
with the King of Gaftile that both fhould reciprocally de- 
liver up the Portuguefe and Caftilian fugitives, who fought 
protedion in their relpeAive dominions. Gonfalvez and 
Cbello were accordingly arretted, and fent in chains to 
Portugal J Pacheo efcaped into France. 



The King was at Santerem when the delinquents were 
brought to him ; he inftantly ordered them to be laid c«i 
pyre that was previoufly formed, contiguous to which he 
had a banquet prepared. Before the torch was kindled^ 
and whilft they agonized at every pore "under the moft 
lingering tortures, their hearts were .cut out, one at his 
breaft, the other at his back. Laftly, the pyre was fet on 
a blaze, in prefence of which he dined, whilft they eva- 
porated in flames. 

Having 
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Having thus far appeafed his infatiable thirft of revenge, 
he ordered his marriage with Dona Ignez to be publiflied 
throughout the kingdom ; then her body was taken out 
of the fepulchre, covered with regal robes, and placed 
on a magnificent throne, around which his minifters 
ailembled, and did homage to their lawful Queen. 

After this ceremony, her corpfe was tranflated from Co- 
imbra to Alcoba9a, with a pomp hitherto unknown in the 
kingdom ; though the diftance between thefe two places 
is fifty-two piles, yet the road was lined on both fides all 
the way, with people holding lighted tapers. The funeral 
was attended by all the- Noblemen and Gentlemen in 
Portugal, dreffed in long mourning cloaks j, their Ladies 
alfo attended, drefled in white mourning veils. 

The cloud which the above difafter caft over the mind 
of Don Pedro was never totally difperfed ; and as he lived 
in a.ftate of celibacy the remainder of his life,, agreeably 
to his vow, there was nothing to divert his attention from 
ruminating on the fate of his beloved fpoufe. The im- 
preflion her death made on him was ftrongly charadierifed, 
not only in the tortures he infli<9:ed on her murderers, but 
alfo in all the ads of his adminiftration, which, from 
their feverity, induced fome to give him the appellation 
of Pedro the Cruel ; by others he was called Pedro the 
Tuft : a^d, upon the whole, it appears that the laft title 
moft properly appertained . to him, 

iQ rt 


M 


«i8 TRAVELS IN IPORTtJGAL. 

It muft be allowed, however, that ihe pxinifhed fome 
ofTences rather feverely, particularly in cafes of adultery. 
In all tranfgreifions of this nature, his laws were more 
rigid than thoie of Solon, as will appear by the foU 
lowing inilances: He ordered a man to be hanged for 
having had communication ^ith a woman previous to 
his marriage with her. Another, detedled in the a£t 
of adultery, was, with his mlftrefs, committed to the 
flames, A Friar, who was discovered to be the fa- , 
ther of a boy vt^o ftruck his nominal father, was put 
into a cafe formed of cork, ^uid iawed through the 
body. 

Now, it is furprifing that Don Pedro himfdf fhould 
have been guilty of fins fimilar to thofe for which he in- 
Hided fuch ignominious deaths on others. Yet fuch is the 
fad : witnefs his amours with Doiia Tereza Lorenza, by 
whom he had that illuftrious charader Don John, the 
founder of Batalha. (See page 50.) 

Indeed, his manner of puniihing other offences was 
icfs reprehenfible. To give an inftance ; a gentleman 
having borrowed fome filver utenfils of a countryman, 
refufed, after many felicitations, to return the fame; upon 
ivhich the lender, finding all other means ineffe«Sbual, ap- 
pealed to the King, who made the gentleman not only 
return the goods to the owner, but alio pay him nine 

times 
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times their value, the penalty to which thieves were then 
fubjeA ; and further, made him refponfible for the coun* 
tryman's life. 

The clergy, who hitherto could not be tried for alleged 
ofiences but by the ecclefiaftioil court, he rendered ame- 
nable to the common courts of juftice, and punifhed them 
with death when their crimes were capital. When folicited 
once to revife the fent^ice of fuch criminals, and to refer 
it to a higher tribunal, (meaning that of the Pope,) he 
anfwered very calmly, " I flaall moft certainly fend them 
** to the higheft of all tribunals, that of ibe Omnipotent 
^' Being:* 

* 

To prevent all tedious litigations, and the baneful con^^ 
fequences attending them, he purged the nation of at-> 
torhies, and limited the procedure of counfeUors in iiich a 
manner, thole a fiiit was determined ifk a few days. And 
when the Judge was found guilty of bribery, as was th^ 
eafe in one inftance, he immediately ordered him to be 
hanged. In (hort, his inexorable juftice, and inde&ti* 
gable zeal to check the progrefs of vice, were fuch, that 
no confideration of rank, or fortune, or particular privi- 
leges, could fcreen the guilty from the fword of the law. 
The infinite fervice he rendered the country during the 
ten years he reigned, have left a lafting impreflion on the 
miiids of the Portuguefe. They have ftill a faying among^ 

them^ 
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them, that Providence either Jhpuld not have fent Pedro ^ 
or elfe not have taken him away. 

It remains for us now to fpeak a few words refpeding 
the tragedies that have been formed from the Hiftory of 
Ignez de Cafiro. Of the two we have in Englifli, the one, 
named Elvira, was copied from the French of Af. de la 
Motte. The other is named Inez de Cafiro ; and was pub- 
lifhed in the year one thoufand fix hundred arid ninety- 
fix. As the public are already well acquainted with the 
merits of thefe two, we fh^l notice only thofe written in 
the Portuguefe, Spaiiifh, and French languages. And as 
thefe are not, perhaps, generally known among us, we 
fliall give a few parallel extracts from each; by which 
the reader, who is acquainted with thefe languages, 
may be enabled to form fome idea of their refpe<^ve 
merits, and of the ftate of the drama in the above na- 
tions. The fcene to which the following extracts allude, 
is that wherein Ignez, accompanied by her two children, 
is (upplicating the King for mercy the moment before {he 
is murdered. 


From 
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From the Po&titguese ^Nicola Luis. 

Ignetn. Piedade^ Senhor, 

Rei. Como pofib livnor-te do caftigo, 

Se todo hum Reino teas p^r inimigp, 

Ignez. 0\x mizera de mim ! fiHios amados, 

Efpelho em que os mcu$ dhos fe reviao ! 

, ^ ♦ # ♦ # ♦ « 

.4^ Se Accazo nao t^m d6 de minlia mai, 
£nta5 na5 quero &r ja feu amigo. 

Ret. Nao ha remedio, os filhos the tiraL 
Alv.tEgas. Vinde, in&ntes. 

Aff. Deixal-me vos tambemt 

Se nao, hei de dizello a meu pai. 
Que vos ha de matar com huma efpada, 

Igncz. Meu filhos me lavais ; oh defgra9ada,. 

Nad me matei3» Senhor, por taiitafi vezes, 
Tornai efla^ reliquias aos meus bra^os, 
Mas ai ! que intenta a fbr^a da crueldade 
Partir-me a cora9ao em mil peda90s. 

Rja. . Ja he muito esfor9ar a tolerancia ! * 

Opprimido, ai de mim de mortal ancia 
Me finto em mal tad forte. 
Egas, Alvaro, oh Ceos ! ficai com ellaj 
Que nad me atrevo a vera fua morte. 

Jgntz. Com eftes inimigos defhumanos 

Me deixais ! que rigor ! foltai tirannos 
Soltai OS meus infantes-: Luzes minhaS) 
A abra9ar-me tornai, ncftes retirosi. 
£m vofibs lindos roftos. 
Recebei os meus ultimos fufpiros.: 
Mas ja falta o valor^ os juftos Ceos I 
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Rei. Vinde, meus Netos. 

pega nos meninos. . 
Ajr. Minha Mai, a Deos, 

Que por for9a nos leva noflb Av6* 

Ignez. Ah ! nxeus ternos amores minha glorias, 
Quando'foubereis ter mais fentimentos, 
Funeftas vos ferad minhas memorias. 
£ vos ingrato a propria humanidade. 
Que a vida me tirais na flor da idade, 
Vede que apello da mortal fenten9a 
Para aquelle Supremo Tribunal 
On(l)e redo fe julga o bem, e o mal : 
Vade que * - - mas ai trifte ! a luz do dia 
Aos mens alhos fe vai efcurecendo. 
Tremc o pc mal feguro • - - e da agonia 
Me vai ja foffocando o horror tremendos 
Filhos, Filhos, eu morro ! Pedro, Efpozo ! 
Onde eftas, que em marturib tao penozo^ 
Na5 vens a foccorrer me, ah homicida, 
O furor efcuzais, que eftou fem vida* 


From the Spanish of Velez de GtrEVARA 

hes^ A mis hijos me quicais ? 
Rey Don Alonfo, Senor ;. 
Porque me quereis quitar 
La yida de tantas vezes ?. 
' Advertid, Senor mirad. 
Que el cora9on a peda90S 
Dividio me arancais. 

Rey. Levaldos, Alvar Gonzalez. 

Ines. Hijbs mips, donde vais ? 

Donde vais fin vueftra madre? 


Falta 


Nino Alons. 
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Falta en los hombres piedad 
Adonde vais luzes mais ? 
ComOy que afli me dexais 
£n el mayor defconfuelo 
£n manos de la crueldad. 

Confuelate madre mia, 

Y a Dios de puedas quedar, 
Que.yaqios con nufsftro abueIo» 

Y no querra hazemas maL 

Poflible eSy Senor, Rey mios 
Padre, que anfi me cerreis 
La puerta para el perdon ? 

Come, Senor t vcs os v^s 

Y a Alvar Gon9alez, y a Coello 
Inhumanos me entregais I 
HijoSy hijos de mi vida, 
Dexad me los abra9ar ; 
Alonfo, mi vida hijo, 
Dionis, a morea, tomad, 
Tornad a ver vueftra madre : 
Pedro mio, donde eftas 
Que anfi te olvidas de mi ? 
Poifible es que en tanto mal 
Me falta tu vifta, efppfo ? 
Quien te pudiera avifar 
Del pcligro en que afllgida 
Dona Ines tu efpofa efta. 


laj 
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In^S0 


Alphonfo. 
Jnis. 


From the French c/M. de la MoxTBt 

£h bien. Seigneur^ ttAvet yos b^bates maximes ; 
On V0U8 amene encor de nouvdles \idimes. 
, Immolez fans Kviords^ dc pcttxr nous punir mieu3c, 
Ces gages d'unfeimeA fi cottpable k Vos yeux. 
lis ignoKiic le fang tkmt k Gtel les & naitre : 
Par Tarrfet de leiir mbrt ftites-Ies *fccbrinoitre : 
ConfommeE Vdti^^ ouvr^ge } Sc que les memes ^oups 
Rejoignent les €fn£ms» & k fcmae & I'epoux. 

, Que vois-jc ! & quels difcdtrrs ! que dTiorreurs j'envifage ! 
Seigneur, du defefpoir, pardonnez le langage. 
Tous deux 9, V6tte tr6'ne Opt d6s droits folemnels. 
EmbraSeZy fnto -etifansi ces genoux paternels« 
D'un ceil compatiflaiity r^ardez run Sc Tautre ; 
N'y voiez point mon faiig, n*y vbiez que le votre. 
Pourriez-vous refufer a Ifeur pleurs, a leurs cris 
La grace d'un h€r&s, leiir jpere & votre fils ? 
Puifque la loi frahie fixSge une vifltlme, 
Mon fang ^ft pr^t. Seigneur, pour expier mon crime. 
Epuifez fur moi feule un f^vi^re couroux ; 
Mais cachez '4uelque terns inon fort a mon ^poux ; 
II mourroit de douleiir ; & je tne flite encore, 
De m^riter de voub de fecret que j'implore. 
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The Reader will not be a little furprifed on comparing 
the preceding paflages, to find how inferior the French 
Writer is to the Portuguefe or the Spaniard. Both Luis 
and Guevara exprefs the natural feelings of the fair vidim, 
and the poignant anguiHi which overwhelm her, from the 
apprehenfion of being deprived of her children, her lover, 
and her life. J^ la Motte^ on the contrary, gives us the 
idea of a daring heroine^ regardlefs of all thefe endearing 
confiderations. The two former have very judicioully 
preferved the fpirit of the beautiful Epifode of Camoens ; 
on which Voltaire has the following remark : Jly a peu 
d'endroiu dans yirgile plus attendriffants ftP mieux ecrits 
. There are few parts in Virgil more tender, 
or better written. Conneded, therefore, as that Epifode 
is with our fubje£t, we fhall add the following extra<9s 
from it, as tranilated by Mr. Mickle : 


DraggM from her bower by murderous ruffian^ hands. 
Before the frowning King fair Inez ftands ; 
Her tears of artleft innocence, her air 
So mild, fo lovely, and her face fo fair, 
MovM the ftern Monarch ; when with eager zeal 
Her fierce deftroyers urg'd the public weal ; 
Dread rage again the tyrant's foul pofleft. 
And his dark brow his cruel thoughts confeft ; 
O'er her fair face a fudden palenefs ipread, 
Her throbbing heart with generous anguifh bled. 
Her beauteous eyes in trembling tear-drops drown'd, 
To heaven fhe lifted, but her hands were bound ; 
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Then on her infants turn'd the piteous glance. 
The look of bleeding woe ; tlie babes advance. 

The lovely captive thus ; — O Monarch, hear^ 
If e'er to thee the name of man was dear, 
If prowling tygers, or the wolf's wild brood, 
Infpir'd by Nature with the luft of blood. 
Have yet been mov'd the weeping babe to ipare, 
Nor left, but tended with a nurfe's care ; 
As Rome's great founders to the world were given ; 
Shalt thou, who wear'ft the facred ftamp of Heaven, 
The human form divine, (halt thou deny 
That aid, that pity, which e'en beafts fupply ? 
tDh, that thy heart were, as thy looks declare. 
Of human mould, fuperfluous were my prayer j 
Thou could'ft not then a helplefs damfel flay, 
Whofe fole offence in fond affe&ion lay. 
Ah, let my woes, unconfcious of a crime. 
Procure mine exile to fome barbarous clime : 
Give me to wander o'er the burning plains 
Of Lybia's defarts, or the wild domains 
Of Scy thia's fnow-clad rocks and frozen fliore ; 
There let me, hopelefs of return, deplore 
Where ghaftly horror fills the dreary vale. 
Where ftirieks and bowlines die on every gale. 
The lions roaring, and the tygers yell. 
There with mine infant race confign'd to dwell; 
There let me try that piety to find. 
In vain by me implor'd from human kind : 
There in fome dreary cavern's rocky womb. 
Amid the horrors of fepulchral gloom. 
For him whofe love I mourn, my love fliall glow 
The figh ihall murmur and the tear fhall flow« 
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In tears fhe iitterM— as the frozen fnow 
Touched by the Spring's mild ray, begins to flow ; 
So juft began to melt his ftubborn foul, 
As mibd-ray'd Pity o'er the tyrant Hole ; 
But Deftiny forbade : with eager zeal,-,. 
Agsdn pretended for the public weal^ 
Her fierce accufers urged her Ipeedy doom y 
Again dark rage difFufed its horrid gloom 
O'er ftern Alonzo's brow : fwift at the fign^ 
Their fwords unfheathM around her brandilh'd (hine-;. 
O foul diigrace, of knighthood lafting (lain, 
By men of arms an helplefs lady flain 1 


Inez, while her eyes to Heaven appeal. 


/ 


Refigns her bofom to the murdering fteel : 

That fnowy neck, whofe matchlefs form fuftain'd 

The lovelieft face, where all the Graces reign'd. 

That fnowy neck was ftain'd with fpouting goi^,. 

Another fword her lovely bofom tore; 

The flowers that gliflen'd with her tears bedew'd, 

Now flifunk and languifh'd, with her blood imbrew'd,. 

As when a rofe ere while of bloom fo gay, 

Thrown from the carelefs virgin's bread away,. 

Lies faded on the plain, the living red. 

The fnowy white, and. all its fragrance fled ; 

So from her cheeks, the rofes dy'd away. 

And pale in death the beauteous Inez lay : 

With dreadful fmiles, and crimfon'd with her blood,. 

Round the wan vi<Sim the ftern murderers flood. . 

O Sun, couldft^thou fo foul a crime behold^, 
Nor veil thine head in darknefs^ as of old, 
A fudden night unwonted horror caft 
O'er that, dire banquet, where the fires regaft. 

The 
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The fon^s torn limbs fupplied 1 — yet you, ye vales ! 

Ye diftant fbrefts, and ye flowery dales ! "^ 

When pale and (inking to the dreadful fidl^ 

You heard her quivering lips on Pedro call ; 

Your faithful echoes caught the parting found. 

And Pedro ! Pedro 1 mournful, fighM arouncL ^ 

Lufiad^ book iii» 





r-vn 




>v » « • 




On the twenty-fecond of June I fet out for Lifl^on, ac- 
companied by a muleteer. The evening before my de- 
parture I was vifited by the Reverend Abbot-general and 
fcveral of the Superiors of th^ Convent 5 the forraei; feiit 
me a prefent of fweet-meats and fcented ibap, curioufly 
made up in boxes by Nuns of the Bernai^^wq. osdi^ t "^ 


.> 


^» 


Nothing occurred' oh our journey the firft day worthy 
of noting ; the country was tolerable, the foil rich and 
pretty well cultivated, but the accommodations at the inns 
were as indifferent as ufual ; yet the mafters of thefe mi- 
ferable hovels think them palaces, in comparifon to the 
inns in the other parts of the country. 


v.- 


January 23. We met a number of peafants employed 
in making roads, the margins of which were planted with 
olive trees, whofe produce are to be applied to the keep- 
ing of the roads in repair. Spheric lun-dials and ciflerns 
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are ereAed at dated intervals for the accommodation of 
taavellers. 

The manners and opulence of the capital had a vifible 
effe<a on the inhabitants in proportion as we advanced. 
About one o'clock we arrived at Villa Franca, quite ex- 
haufted from the fcorching rays of the fun, to which we 
had been expofed fince five o'clock in the morning. It 
was with difficulty we could get any refrefliment, as all 
the inhabitants of the village were gone to fleep. 

At five o'clock we embarked in a large pafiage-boat, 
^nd failed down the Tagus towards Lifbon. There were 
about fifty pafiengers on board, divided into two dalles ; 
the common people occupied the hold, the reft took their 
feats at the ftern. About feven o'clock one of the boat- 
men gave the compline fignal, and all returned thanks to 
the Lord in a ihort prayer. 

Among thofe who &t at the ftern of the boat was 

a man, who had apparently miftaken his rank, if one 
may judge by his drefs; he was barefoot, wore a 
long beard, and a pilgrim's fcapulet over the remains 
:of a Perfian habit : he was about thirty-fix years of 
age, of a middling ftature, well proportioned, of a fivar-. 
thy complexion. I found by his language that he was a 
Spaniard. There was fomething in his manners that in- 
terefted me very much ; his countenance was placid, and 

s befpoke 
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befjpoke a firmners of mind, fuch, as we admire in a vir*.^ 
tuous man ftniggling with misfortune. I muft confefs 
that he excited at once my pity and efteem ; and if Fate 
had not placed my lot fo much on a level with his! own, 
he fhould not want a cloak to cover him, nor a crufade vi . 
his pouch. 

When we arrived at Lifbon, I requeued he would per- 
mit me to pay his paflage; he thanked me, iaying, '^ I 
** have change fuffident for that purpofe ; it is true, my 
** ap{)arel befpeaks poverty, (looking at his bare feet,) 
" therefore you may be furprifed that I had the prcfump- 
'** tion to take my feat in your company ; but the true 
** Caftilian thinks bim&lf degraded or honoured, not* by 
^ his garb but his adions.** 
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LISBON. 

Notwithflanding the city of Liibon is the constant refort 
of merchants and travellers from every part of the globe, 
yet it feems extraordinary that hitherto we have not been 
favoured with any iatis^dory account of its arts, anti- 
quity, police, or public buildings. I fhall not attempt 
to fupply thefe points ; the utmofl I can promii(e are a 
few curfbry remarks on fuch objeds as came within the 
narrow fphere of my obfervation, during a refidence of 
ten months in that city. 

Lifboh, the capital of Portugal, is feated upon the de- 
lightful banks' of the Tagus, in the fruitful province of 
Bftremadura; latitude 38* 48^. Its diftance from the bar, 
where the Atlantic Ocean and the river form a jundion, 
is about feven miles.. The harbour is very deep and caT 
pacious, prefenting, to a mind devoted to commerce, one 
of the fineft prbfpe<Ets imaginable, as it is conftantly crowded 
with fhips of various nations. 

• ■ • 

As we approach the capital, the churches, convents, 
caftles, villas, and gardens on the North-weft fide, have 
a grand and beautiful appearance ; but the ideas of magni- 
ficence they excite at a diftance, are greatly diminifiied 
upon a clofer infpedion. The country on the Sbuth-eaft 

s 2 fide 
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fide is alfo highly pidurefque, from its lofty mountains 
aod high impending cliffs. 

The attention is foon drawn from thefib £:enes by the 
appearance of the city, which gradually afcends from the 
verge of the river in all the magnificence of wesdth and 
grandeur. The fite is the moft eligible imaginable for a 
Metropolis ; towards the North-weft it is fheltered by a 
ridge of mountains, and opened towards the South-eaft. 
The buildings are raifed on feven hills, with their inter- 
mediate vallies ; the greater part of which ccunmand a pro- 
fpe<9: of the river, and of the country on the oppofite fide, 
called Alenteju; any difadvantage, therefore, attending 
the inequality of the ground is compenfated by the beau- 
tiful profpefts its elevation afibrd, and its vicinity to the 
fea renders it at once delightful and healthy. The nar- 
roweft part of the river T^us, oppofite to the city, is 
computed at two miles Englifh, and at the broadeft part it 
is not lefs than nine. When we refleft on the advantages 
Portugal enjoys in point of commerce, from flich a mag- 
nificent river and commodious harbour, (o happily fituated 
for trading with the Eaftern and Weftern hemifpheres,. we 
cannot but wonder that Lifbon is not fuperior in riches^ 
magnitude, and population to any capital in Europe. 
Here follows an account of the fhips of various nations 
which entered the port of Liibon in the year one thoufand 
* feven hundred and eighty-nine. 

3 from 
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Portugi»& Ships. Nines of Places. 

3 from Bengal. 
6 Macao. 

I — — GOA. 

a other ports of A5iA» 

12 from all AsiAr 

23 r- BAHIAr 

a6 Maranhaon* 

13 Para. 

a Paraiba. 

I Penaiba. 

3$ Pernambuco* 

16 Rio Janeiro. 

1 Santos. 

2 Cape Verd. 

X17 ■ various ports of Europe. 
6 Men of War. 


252 Total number of Pobltuguese Ships. 

Foreign Ships. 

75 from America. 

4 ■ Bermude. 
24 Denmark. 

I Geneva. 

81 France. 

10 Hamburgh* 

22 Spain. 

64 Holland, including fix Men of War. 

6 ■ Triest and Ostend. 

5 LUBEC. 


Carried over 292 
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Foreign Ships* Names of Places. 

Brought over ^gi 

7 from the Ring of pR&SMA^s-Bomiaioas^ 

1 ^ Russia. 

7 — ' — Ragusa. 

2 Sweden. 

la Venice, 

^ig ......^^ Great Britain imd {rsland^ iacludii^ 

tg Packets and 4 Men of Wac; 


640 Total number of Foreiga Shipt. 


Origin and Progr^^ of ^iJ^Mt 

The origin of Lilbon, like that of many other cities, is 
involved in obfcurity, though many Writws .have at- 
tempted to develope it, among whom are not a few who 
do not, perhaps, deferve to be called Antiquaries; for 
the true Antiquary, like the Mathematician, will not pro-v 
ceed farther in his inveftigation than he is authorized by 
the light of connedling fada and conclufive reafoning. 
Some of the above Writers, however, have had the courage 
to proceed in the dark as far as the deluge ; but, unfor- 
tunately, the more they travel, the farther they appear to 
leave the truth behind. 

The opinion that moft generally obtains is, that Lifbon 
was founded by Ulyffes after the deftru<ftion of Troy, and 
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receivtd his name *. However that was, there is no doubt 
but a fiuation fo inviting muft have been peopled very 
early. Its firft inhabitants, according to Pliny, were the 
ancient Turtuleans, from whom originated the modem 
Turtuleans of Anddufia, a brave and politic people, as 
the Celtic and Phcenician tribes experienced in all their 
contefts ^ainft them in Spain. Among the other nations 
that {iibdued Luiitania, the Romans are fuppofed to have 
peopled Lifbon fhortly after they conquered the Cartha- 
ginians. It appears that Julius Cxfar made himfelf mafter 
of it, and diftinguifhed it by the title of Felicitas Juliana^ 
as may be coUeded from various infcriptions. found in that 
city, which are publiOied in Cunha\ Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 
of Lifbon. 


* LufuBy the loved compaaion of the God, 

In Spain's £ur bofom fixt his laft abode, 

Otr Ungdom founded, and illaftrioiu reign'd. 

In thofe bat lawns, the bleft Elyfium feign'd. 

Where winding oft the Guadiana rores. 

And Doorof nurmtin through the flowery grores. 

Here with his bones he left his deathleis fame. 

And Lnfitania's clime Ihall erer bear his name. 

That othet chief th* embroidered fitk difplays, 

Toft o'er the deep whole years of weary days, 

On Tago's banks at laft his tows he paid : 

To Wifdom's Godfifce power, the Jove-bom maid> 

Who fired his lips with eloquence divine, 

On' Tago's banks he reared the fallowed fltrine : 

Wiffii he, diough fattd to deftioy 

On Afian ground the Heaven-built towers of Troy, 

On Eurc^s ftrand,' more grateful to the flieS} 

He bade ti/ emroal wailU of Lifboi rife. 


iMJutit bookviii. 

About 
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About the year of our Lord four hundred and nine, the 
dominion of the Romans in Lufitania yielded to the in- 
vafion of the Alans, Suevi, and Vandals ; and thefe again, 
in their turn, in the year feven hundred and iixteen, fub' 
mitted to the fuperioa* power of the Arabians who in- 
habited Spain. The latter changed the name of the ca- 
pital, which till then was called UlifipOy or Lifpo^ to 
Lifiboa ; becaufe, fays Caftro, that in the Moorifh alphabet 
the letter P is not ufed. Hence comes the word Lijboay 
which we tranflate Lifbon. 

The firft check given to -the Arabian power in Portugal 
was by Don Alfonfb the Chafte, King of Galicia and 
Afturia ; who, with the afliftance of Charlemain, in the 
year feven hundred and ninety-eight, invaded Portugal and 
invefted Lifbon. The befieged, after a refolute refinance, 
were compelled to yield to the arms of the Chriftian powers. 
During a period of near three hundred years, the Chriftians 
and Moors alternately retained a tranfitory ipofleffion of it, 
till at length the latter became tributary to Alfonfo the Sixth 
(oi Caftile, in the year one thoufand and junety- three. 

In this flate of Xubje^tion they continued under Count 
Henry, the foiirce of the Portuguefe monarchy, but re- 
volted ^ain under his fucceflbr Alfonfo Henrique, the firft 
Chriftian King of Portugal. XHs Prince made many at- 
•4teixipts to reduce Llfbon, but in vain. Being oniejday on 

.the 
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the mountain of Centra he difcovered a fleet, confiding 
of near two hundred fail of Englifh, French, and Fle- 
mings, under the command of William Long Efpe, mak- 
ing towards the Tagus. They were deflined for the Holy 
Land, but had touched here to water, and to repair the 
damages they received at fea. The King made propofals ' 
to them to aid him in capturing the city ; to which they 
acceded ; and the troops on board, amounting to fourteen 
thoufand, were drawn up with the Portuguefe forces before 
the city. During five months the fiege continued with great 
ilaughter on both fides, when the confederate troops, on 
St. Urfala*« Day, made a defperate afTault, and carried the 
city fword in hand. According to Farria, the number 
of Infidels flain on this day amounted to two hundred 
thoufand. 

1 

i 

The mofl authentic account of » that fiege which, per- 
haps, has yet appeared, is contained in a letter written in 
the Latin tongue, in one thoufand one hundred and forty- 
feven, by a perfon of diflin<9:ion named Amulfo, who was 
on board the combined fleet, to the Bifhop of Terona in 
France. It was difcovered among the manufcripts in the 
library of the Aquitenian Abbots in France,, and is pub- 
lifhed in the coUedion of Martene and Durand, torn. i. 
Veterum Monumentorunty printed at Paris in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-four. As -that letter, 
perhaps, has not been hitherto publifhed in our language, 
we fhall attempt to give a tranflation of it, with the ad- 

T dition 
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ditioji of Notes, for the fatisfadion of the curious in the 
mode of attack and defence pradifed. in ancient times. 

** On the Monday after Whitfuntide we entered 


the bar of the river Douro, and anchored oppofite to 
Oporto. The Bifhop of this city, as if anticipating the 
orders of his King, was rejoiced at our arrival. Here wc 
Aayed eleven days, waiting for the arrival of Count Ar- 
noldo de Ardefcot^ and Cbriftian the Conftable^ who had 
been feparated from us in a ftorm ; during this time we 
were plentifully fupplied with provifion and delicacies of 
all kinds through the munificence of the Prince. 

" As foon as the Count and the Conftable arrived, we 
proceeded on our voy^e ; in two days we reached the 
Tagus, on the vigils of the Apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and anchored before Liibon. This city, which, according 
to the tradition handed down to us by the Saracenic Hif- 
torians, was built by Ulyfles after the deftruAion of Troy, 
is furrounded with walls of admirable conArudion, and 
has fevcral towers upon a mountain impregnable to any 
hum$m force. 

* * Themoment we landed we began to ereA our tents, 
and, with the Divine affiftance, took the fuburbs of the 
city on the firft of July. After various ali^ults againft the 
walls, not without great lofs on both fides, we were oc- 
cupied witil. the firft of Auguft in preparing machines. 

8 " Towards 
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** Towards the river we erefted two formidable towers ; 
one at the Eaft, in which the Flemings were pofted ; the 
other at the Weft, of which the Engli(h took pofleffion. 
We likcwife formed four bridges of our fhips ; fo that we 
had fix different pofts to attack the enemy. 

" On the day of the invention of the Pi-otomartyr 
St. Stephen we began to advance and batter with our en- 
gines and fhips ; but being repulfed, not only with adverfe 
winds, but alfo with the Magnellis * of the enemy, we 
retreated with fome lofs. Whilft our men Were adively 
engaged with the Saracens, the Engliih, with lefs circtim* 
fpedion, guarded their tower, which unfortunately was 
fet on fire, and they were not able to extinguiih the 
flames* 


*^ Shortly after this we began to batter the walls with 
our machines, which the Moors no fooncr beheld, than 
they poured forth oleagenous firef, which almoft de- 

ftroyed 


• Magnellis, Perhaps thcfe were en- 
gines fimilar to thofe which Du Cangc 
calls Mangpnellas :^^Mangonelli4S diminu^ 
tifrnffif a mangana hoc eft^ minor macbtHa 
jaculatoriam De Mexeraj^ in his Treatife 
upon ancient Sieges^ fuppofes the Matt" 
gonellui, or Mangpnax, to be a general term 
for any engines ufed in throwing ftones 
and dsffts ; of which there were diflFerent 
kinds } as the tnatajunda^ petrarj^ turbuchet^ ^ 
nvarviolfi and mangana^ all conftruAed 


upon a principle fomewhat fimilar to that 

of the halifta. 

t Oleagemuifiri.'-'''^'Qi the artificial fire 
ufed in ancient fieges we have many ac* 
counts tranfmitted to us, but the manner 
in which it was prq>ared is not clearly ex* 
prefTed* The Malleoli mentioned by Vi« 
truvius, book z. c. 13. are fuppofed to 
have been inftruments filled with artificial 
fire, fimilar to that which was afterwards 
ealled the Greek wildfire* The Turks 
T 2 made 
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ftroyed them. They likcwife made confiderable havoc 
among us with their arrows and magnellis. Our people 
were much difheartened from the wreck of the appa- 
ratus * and the fall of their companions ; yet, trufting to 
the mercy of God, they refumed their courage, and iet 
about repairing the engines. 

*^ In the mean time the befieged were greatly diftrefled 
for provifions ; not but fome had abundance, yet they 
withheld it from the poorer clafs of the citizens in fuch a 
manner, that numbers of them died of hunger, Some^ 
to preferve their lives, were conftrained to eat cats and 
dogs ; a great part threw themfelves on the mercy of the 
Chriftians, and received the facrament of baptifin, whilft 
others were fent to the walls, with their hands cut offy 
and ftoned to death by their companions. Many other 
direful and fuccefsful fcenes incident to war were wit- 
nefled by us here, which, to avoid prolixity^ we fliall not 
detail. 


made ufe of this fire in their wars with 
the crufadorSf which they emitted from a 
machine called Petrary. It is reported to 
have burnt fo intenfely, that it confumed 
even flint and iron, and could not be ex- 
tinguiflied but by a mixture of vinegar, fand, 
and urine. Father Daniel fays, that Philip 
Auguftus, King of France, brought a quan- 
tity of this fire ready prepared from Acre^ 
which he ufcd at the fiege of Dieppe, for 
burning the Englifli veflels theu in die har- 
^ur» 


• Wreck of the apparaiui.'-'-'^'rhc an- 
cients, in order to guard the tejhidines ufed 
in filling ditches, covered the planks laid 
over the beams ^ith Sender green twigs,^ 
clofely interwoven \ and over tfaefe they 
laid doubled raw hides, fewed together, and 
ftufied either with fea-weeds, or elfe with 
ftraw macerated in vinegar, by which 
means they refilled the attacks of the ba» 
lifts and fiire-brands. 

ViJe Fitn book X. c. 20* 


€€ 
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** On the day of the Nativity of the blefTed Virgin; 
Mary, an Italian- of great ingenuity, a native of Pifa, 
began to conftruft a lofty tower of wood, in the place 
where the former one was deftroyedy in< wfiich the Englifh 
had been poftedk This important work was completed 
about the middle of OAober, through the bounty of. the 
King and the exertions of the armies. With equal ex- 
ertions another engineer, aflifled by many hands, were 
occupied in< making excavations, in order to undermine 
the wall of the fortrefs. The Moors, apprehenfive of 
theie operations, fallied out privately, and gave us battle: 
over the mine, from three o'clock in the morning until* the- 
afternooa on. the Fe£bival. of St.. Michael. 

' '* During this time we were warmly engaged with the 
Infidels, whilft our archers fo obftruded their, retreat^, 
that few or none of them efcaped without being wounded. 
Afterwards our people worked by day and night in the 
mines, which were finiihed and propped with wood at the 
appointed day on which the tower was to have been brought 
up, wherein the King in .perfon, with the Englifh troops, . 
were to attack the walls. On the night of the Abbot 
St. Gallo the mine was fet on fire, and when the wood-r 
work was conftimed.*, the wall gave way, and made an> 
opening of about two hundred feet in length. 

« The 

* WT)in the fvoed'^wark was cwfumed*'^^ were generally, prepared with combuftiblc 
The props and planks ufed in mines of this matter, fuch as pitch, tar, oil, . and alio 
fort for fupporting the incumbent eartb| dry faggots thrown loofely about \ fo that 
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** The alarm excited by the crafli roufed our people, 
they fled to arms, and with fliouts rufhed forward to the 
breach, expeding that the guards, who were pofled on the 
walls, would have fled: But the enemy advanced in 
crowds to defend that part which was diflicult to force, 
as being on the declivity of a mountain. The conteft 
continued from midnight till nine o'clock the next day, 
when our nien, ^tigued and wounded, withdrew for a 
while, till the tower was brought to bear ; now the enemy 
was diftraded. 

** The tower, manned with valiant troops, being drawn 
up clofe to the wall, the flgnal was made ; our people, 
with aftonifliing refolution, charged the enemy in every 
part at the fame time. The Lorenefe fought in the breach. 
Thofe who were engaged in company with the King in 
the tower, harafTed with the magnellis of the Saracens, 
were lefs fuccefsful ; the Moors fallied out, and would 
certainly, have deftroyed the tower, had not ibme of our 
men come up and repulfed them. 

** As foon as we had intimation of their perilous fitua- 
tion, fome of our befl: battalions haftened to the defence of 
•the tower, that our hopes might not be fruftrated. But 

96 foon as the fire was applied, the whole as were . immediately over it« We may 

apparatus was inftantly in a blaze. The readily conceive, that thefe mines muft have 

centres being thus confumed, the earth been pretty broad, or elfe the fuperftru£lure 

feU kii and likewife fuch parts of the wall would ftand independent of the centres. 

when 
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when the Saracens beheld the Lorenefe and Flemings fu- 
rioufly mounting the rampart of the tower, they became 
fo terrified, that they threw down their arms, and ofFered 
to fhake hands, as a fignal of peace, which they now be- 
fought, 

« 

" In confequence of this, the Alcaide, or Prince of 
the town, furrendered, and agreed that our army fhould 
take pofleffion of the ftores, together with all the gold 
and fil ver which he po£[e0ed ; and that ths city, with its 
inhabitants, and all the land which appertained to it, 
fhould be delivered up to Alfonfo. Thus concluded this 
memorable fiege, not human, but divine, on the Feftival 
of the Eleven Thoufand Virgins, with the lols of two hun- 

■ 

dred thoufand and five hundred Moors */' 


• " The conqueft of Lifbon was of the 
Qtmoft importance tp the infant monarchy. 
It is one of the fined ports in the world^ 
and before the imrentipn of cannon was of 
great ftrength. The old Moorifli wall was 
flanked by feventy-feven towers, was about 
fix miles in length and fourteen in circum- 
ference. When befieged by Don Alonzo, 
according to fome^ it was garrifoned by 
an. army of 200,000 men. This, not to 
fay itppoiBble, is highly incredible. That 
it was ftrong, howerer, and well garri- 
foned is certain. It is alfo certain that 


Alonzo owed the conqueft of it to a fleet 
of adventur€;r8, who were going to the 
Holy Land, the greateft part of whom 
were £ngli(h. One Udal ap Rhys^ in his 
Tour through Portugal, fays, that Alonzo 
gaye them Almaday on the fide of the Ta- 
gtts oppofite to LiP)on, and that Villa 
Franca was peopled by them, which they 
called Cornuallaf either in honour of their 
natiye country, or from the rich meadows 
in its nei^bourhood, where immenfe herds 
of cattle are kept, as in the Englifli Com* 
walL'* Lufiady p. 104. in Note. 


The 
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The above vidory is thus celebrated by Camoens ; 


famed Liiboa, whofe embattled wall 


Rofe by the hand that wrought proud Ilion's fall ; 
Thou queen of cities whom the feas obey. 
Thy dreaded ramparts own'd the hero's fway. 
Far from the North a warlike navy bore. 
From Elbe, from Rhine, and Albion's mifty fhorc^ 
To refcue 'Salem's long polluted fhrine ; 
Their force to great Alonzo's force they join^ 
Before Ulyfles' walls the navy rides;. 
The joyful Tagus laves their pitchy iides# 
. Five times the moon her empty horns concealM^ 
Five times her broad effulgence flione reveal'd. 
When, wrapt in clouds of duft, her mural pride 
Falls thundering,*"— black the {moking breach yawns wide* 
^ # * ^ # 

Thus fell the city, whofe unconquer'd towers * 
Defy'd of old the banded Gdthic powers, 
Whoie harden'd nerves in rigorous climates train'd, 
The favage courage of their fouls fuftain'd ; 
Before whofe fword the fons of Ebro fled. 
And Tagus trembled in his oozy bed. Lufiad^ book liu 

• Unconquet^d towers.^-^** This aflertion for it was by treachery that Herminetic;^ 
cl Camoen's is not widiout foundation, the Goth, got pofleffion of Lifbon*'' 
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On the pr^fent State of Lijbon, 

Of the population of this city no exa<9: account has 
been recently published, and the rapid increafe of its in- 
habitants of late years mufl render any calculation of that 
nature very uncertain. , In the year one thouiand feveu 
hundred and eighty, the forty parishes into which Lifbon 
is divided^ were found to contain thirty- three thoufand 
fevcn hundred and fixty-four houfes j and in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninety, ♦they amounted to 
thirty- eight thoufand one hundred and two. Hence it 
appears to have increafed fopr thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-height houfes in the courfe of thole ten years. 
Now, if we eftimate each houfe, on an average, at fix 
perlbns, which, perhaps, is within the truth, the popu- 
lation in the year one thouiand feven hundred and ninety 
was two hundred and twenty-eight thoufand fix hundred 
and twelve. To thefe are to be added the religious of 
both fexes, with their attendants, who dwell in convents 
and monafteries, the foldiery, the profeflbrs and ftudcnts 
of femiiwries of education, and fuch of the Galician 
labourers as have no fixed dwelling; their aggregate 
amount, if my information be corre<3:> is not very fliort 
of twelve thouiand. Then, according to this ftatement, 

u the 
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the population of Liibon exceeds two hundred and forty 
thoufand. 

From the magnitude of the city we (hbuld be induced 
to fuppoie that its population was confiderably more than 
above ftated ; for it is computed to be four miles long by 
one and a half broad, as may be inferred from the plan, 
Plate IV. But many of the houfes are accompanied with 
large gardens, and fuch as have not thefe conveniencies 
are, in general, laid out upon a large fcale, on account of 
the heat of the climate. 


The fatal effeds of the earthquake of one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-fire are flill vifible in many parts 
of the city, and never fail to imprefs every fpedator with 
an awful remembrance of that melancholy difafler ; ac- 
cording to the mofl accurate accounts, there were not lefs 
than twenty-four thoufand fell vidims to it. The old 
inhabitants are conflantly relating the dreadful fcenes with 
which it was attended ; it is the epoch whence they date 
all modern events ; and they ftartle at every fhock that 
has the mofl diflant refemblance to it. They are fenfible, 
however, of the advantages the city now derives from the 
deflru<^ion of the ancient contraAed lanes and unhealthy 
habitations. The fcverefl vifltations of Divine Providence 
are often attended with manifold blefUngs, as they call 
forth the exertion of men, and impel them to feek re- 

8 Iburces 
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fources which otherwife would not be thought of. The 
Portuguefe have availed therafelves of this alternative, and, 
like the Englifh, after the deftrudive fire of one thoufand 
fix hundred and fixty-fix, they have turned the temporary 
evil into a permanent good. 

All the new ftreets ereded in Lifbon, in the place of the 
old, are capacious, regular, and well paved, with conve- 
nient path-ways for foot-paflengers, as in the ftreets of 
London. The houfes are lofty, uniform, and ftrong. 
{See plate V.) The manner of building them is rather 
fingular : the carpenter is the firft employed ; when he has 
raifed the ikeleton of frame-work, the maibn is then em- 
ployed to fill up the interftices with rubble-ftone and 
brick. The reafon they afiign for building in this manner 
is, that the concatenation of the walls with the wood- 
work contributes to refift the flight concufiions of earth- 
quakes with which this city is conftantly vifited. 

The firft ftory of each dwelling-houfe, when not con- 
verted into a fliop, is a magazine for merchandize of one 
kind or other. The merchants ufiially keep their coaches 
in the halls, and fometimes they anfwer for both coach- 
houfe and ftable. 

Notwithftanding the excellent building-materials with 
which the diftrid abounds, the rearing of a houfe here 
cofts more than one of the fame dimenfions in London. 

u 2 This, 
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This, in a great Jneafure, is owing to the want of proper 
machines for tranfporting the materials, and of convenient 
tools to facilitate the work ; and yet it is eiftraordinarjr 
with what dexterity the people fupply the want of thefe 
apparatus. 

■ ■ 

Of a houfe four ftories ' high the attic is the pleafanteft 
floor ;. it is often fumifhed with a balcony, elegantly oma-^ 
mtiited with rails of iron gilt, and fumiihed with an 
awning of filk or linen, under which the ladies .fit on 
cufhions during the hot weather, employing their time in 
reading, fewihg, or cabling love-fignals in the filent lan- 
guage of the fingers ; a method of conveying their ideas,^ 
which they have reduced to an alphabetic iyftem. 

The principal apartments of many of the nobility and 
merchants are furnifhed in a magnificent manner.. The 
manufactures of India and of China are more ccmimon in 
their houfes than thofe of Europe. In the didribution of 
the apartments, -coolnefs and ventilation are confulted, in 
preference to warmth. Here grates and chimney-pieces 
are almoft unknown j in Winter, a warm cloak ii the 
common fubfiitute for a fire. The hall-doors are ge- 
nerally left open, and bells fupply the place of knockers. 

In point of ckanlinefs, Li(bon is i^o longer a fubjed of 
aniviadverfion for flrangers ; but all is not yet done ; it 

1% ' ftiU 
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ftill wants common fewers, pipe-water, and chambrh des- 
aifances* 

t 

There is no court-end of the town here, nor a houfe 
that will let to advantage merely on account of its {ituation» 
One of the principal modem ftreets is chiefly inhabited by 
copper- fmiths and tin -men. 

' The merchants and wealthy fliop-keepers chiefly dwelt 
in the neighbourhood of the Royal Exchange, near their 
warehoufes. The Ribeira Felba is the principal mart of 
traflic : here are ibme warchotties belonging to the Ham- 
burgh merchants, that have a very formidable appearance ;. 
the flrfl: I faw of thefe I took for a military magazine ; 
but, on a clofer infpedion^ I found that the balls which 
were piled up in heaps were not cannon-balls, but fimple 
cheefes j each was about the fize of a thirty-two-pounder,, 
and very nearly as hard. They are faid to import an* 
nudUy into Liibon fiicty thoufand of thefe bullets. 


Praqa do Comeriib^ 

The new Square^ or Praga do Comereioy is flx hun- 
dred and fifteen feet long, by Ave hundred and fifty feet 
luoady bounded on three fides by buildings, and on one fide 
by the Tagus. The North wing is occupied by the Royal 
Exchange and Cufkom-houie \ whereof we here prefent 

a view, 
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a view, (Plate VI.) as taken from on board a vcSel qn the 
Tagus. A continued arcade extends the whole length of 
the wing, which affords communication with the feveral 
offices and ftores. In the diftribution of thefc apartments, 
both externally and internally, convenience and ftrength 
are all the architect appears to have had in view, and in- 
deed very little more is neceflary for any Cuftom-houfe. 
Here are no palaces for commiflioners to dwell in, nor 
dark cells for clerks to write in, nor cellars floating with 
water to hold dry goods ; whoever wifhes for thefe ««- 
provementSy will find them, and a great deal more, in the 
new Cuftom-houfe of Dublin. 

EqueJIrian Statue of Jofepb I. 

In the centre of the above fquare is an Equeflrian 
Statue, of bronze, of Jofeph the Firft ; a work of no in- 
cpnfiderable merit, and the only one of the kind that was 
ever ereded to any of the Sovereigns of Portugal. The 
Marquis de Pombal was the promoter of this work ; in- 
tending thereby to honour his Royal Matter, and at the 
fame time to add a fprig of laurel to his own brow. The 
portrait of this minifter, executed in bronze, was placed on 
the fide of the pedeftal, but it continued there no longer 
than be maintained his power ; it was torn down imme- 
diately when he loft his mafter and his place, by thofe 
who a few days before paid homage to the original. We 
cannot but admire the indifference he evinced when in- 
formed 
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formed of this circumftance: / am glad of ity faid he, 
Jbr if was net like me. 

When we confider the humble ftate of the arts ia 
Portugal, and the difficulty of executing fuch a magni- 
ficent Statue, we muft allow that great praife is due to 
thofe who had the condudling of it. The model was 
made by a fculptor named Joaquim Machado de Caftro, 
who alfo defigned and executed the emblematic groups at 
the fides of the pedeftal. It is from the latter every artift; 
and amateur will judge of the merits of this fculptor, par- 
ticularly the group at the North fide, which muft be al^ 
lowed to pofiefs great tafte, delicacy, and ^irit. 

The figure and the horfe are alfo very noble produdlions ; 
but in cafts of this kind we muft not look for excellence 
in the detail, as the delicate touches of the chifcl are al- 
ways loft in the foundry ; if the general form and the 
mafies will bear the teft of criticifm, we can expecSfc no 
more, and in this refpedt De Cafbo has acquitted him&lF 
in a mafterly manner. 

Nor has Bartholomew de Cojla^ the founder of this 
Statue, been deficient of abilities, as far as related to his 
part ; he caft the whole in one piece, without failing even 
in a fingle member ; a circumftance which, one excepted^ 
has not, perhaps, occurred in any other work of the kind 
of equal magnitude, fince the reftoration of the art of 

cafting 
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cafting Equeftrinn Statues in bronze *• And jet I am. not 
certain if this be not larger than the exception we allude 
to; namely, the Equeftrian Statue of Louis the Four- 
teenth, in the Place de Vendome at Paris j which, if it ftill 
exift, is twenty-one French feet in height, and was caft 
in one piece by Balthazar Keller, a native of Zurich, But 
De Cofia not only cail the above Statue, but alfo conveyed 
it from the foundry, and raifed it on the lofty pedeftal on 
which it (lands. 

The fculptor and founder are both natives of Portugal ; 
the latter has been honoured and rewarded for his inge- 
nuity, by being promoted to the rank and pay of brigadier 
in the fervice ; and it is allowed by all who know him, 
that his talents do nonour to that high rank. But Me- 
chado de Caftro, the iculptor, who has 2ii undoubted claim 
to the principal merit of the work, as the defigner and 
modeller of it, is negleded and forgotten : indeed,^ there is 
not one Portuguefe in a thoufand who knows that he was 
the author of it ; and though his talents entitle him to be 
ranked with the firft artiils of the age, he is fcarcely 
known in his native country. It is true, that his Majefty 
created him a Knight on that occafion ; but (ince then, he 
has b^eh left to pine in obfcurity in an attic cell. A fhort 
time before I left Lifbon I was affured, from refpedable 

. * Jf. Boffrnni^ if he were not the firft very eflentially, by his memoIrS} towards 
'tfixa reftored the art.of cafting Equeftrian the perfeding of that art. 
^tfllHM in «ne piece, contributed at leaft 

authority. 
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authority, that he petitioned a gentleman high in ofHce to 
have the floor of his wretched apartment repaired. 

Portugal, like Ireland, is become celebrated for the 
manner in which at all times fhe has treated her native 
fcMis of diftinguifhed merit. We find in the annals of both 
nations men, whofe works have enlightened fucceeding ge- 
nerations, perfecuted, defpifed, and the rays of fcience 
given to illumine mankind, expiring in a prifon or an hof- 
pital, like an exhaufted lamp. The great Prince Henry 
was reviled and fcorned by thofe who confidered them- 
felves as the great men of his country, as Galileo was by 
the Italians, and looked upon as an Aquatic Knight Er- 
rant, whilft (to fpeak in the language of allegory) he was 
enlarging the boundaries of the univerfe. Admiral Pacheo, 
who aftonifhed the Eaftern world with the greatnefs of his 
adions, and at his return to Lifbon received honours ade- 
quate to a triumph, was foon after caft into prifon, loaded 
with chains ; and though he was found innocent of the 
alleged mifdemeanors, he was left to fubfift the , re- 
mainder of his days upon charity. The fate of Magellen, 
Vernei, and Vieira are well known, and alfo that of Ca- 
moens, the Virgil of Portugal, who ended his days in 
an alms-houfc ; and whilft he was giving the laft hand to 
his immortal numbers, lived on the pittance begged for 
him by his bkck fervant in the ftreets of Lifbon. We 
wifh, for the honour of Portugal, that Machado de Caftro 
may clbfe its catalogue of negledcd talents. 

X Cannon 
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Cannon of Dio» 

The Cannon of Dio, fo called on account of its being 
taken from the King of Cambaya, at the (iege of Dio in 
India, was fent to Portugal, with other trophies of vicr 
toiy, by Nuno de Cuna, about the year one thoufand 
five hundred and thirty-nine, and depoflted in the cadle of 
St. Julian, at the entrance of the port of Lifbon. Here 
it remained till the above equeftrian flatue was about to be 
caft, when it was brought, with other pieces of brafs, to 
be melted for that purpose. There happened to refide at 
this time at the court of Lifbon an Ambaflador from 
Tunis, who, in examining this Cannon, chanced to caft his 
^e on ah Arabic infcription on the breech of it ; , he imme- 
diately explained it to the Portuguefe interpreter, the Reve- 
rend Father de Souza ; in confequence of which , the Cannon 
was refcued from the furnace, and depoiited in the foun- 
dry or armory at Lifbon. It is twenty-eight palmos 
long ; that is, upwards of twenty feet Englifh meafure, 
and of a proportionable caliber. Annexed is a copy of 
the infcription (A, Plate VII.), which, together with the 
Portuguefe interpretation of the fame, I am indebted 'for 
to the friendfhip of the above Father ; I fhall give both 
exadly as he wrote them for me. 

InfcripqcM Arahe^ que efla em huh Peqa chamada de Dio ; 
aqual fe acha na Fundiqao : Com a traduqao da dita em 
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Portuguez. Lida^ e traduzida^ pelo Padre Fr, yodo de 
Souza, Religiozo da 3* Ordem da Penitencia da Provincia 
de Portugal* 

Do Noffo Sober ano Mabej ; Ret dos Rets do Seculo^ Filhoy 
da Nobre Senhora Rahdn ; Defenfor da Lei Mahometica ; 
Vencedor dos Taneos; * Expugnador^ e dejiruidor dos 
EbaditaSj + no memoravel dia da pelejay antes do Ret 
Salib, Herdeiro do Ret Sultman', Confident e em Deos^ 
Pat da Patriay e das Sciencias ; Ret de Madarcbab, 

Foi fundida a ^ do miz de Zil Kdde^ anno de 939 da 
Hegira^y que correfponde a 16 Janeiro de i%26, 

Tranjlation, 

A copy of an Arabic infcription, which is upon a Can- 
non brought from Dio, to be feen at the foundry at Lifbon, 
with a tranflationof the fame in the Portuguefe language; 
copied and tranAated • by Father John de Souza, a Friar 
of the third Order of Penitentiaries of the Provincialfhip 
of Portugal. 

I 

From our Sovereign Mah^y ; King of the Kings of the 
age, fon of the noble Lady Rahin, Defender of the Ma- 

* Os TaneaSf fiS *huih* PtHp^^^ que viM f$ * denies de ]^niael\ os quaes occupanm'a *Mi/^$^ 
junh a Etbeofia. tama^ eas m^rgem ^ Rh B^^i^Oi^ 

f Os Ebadttas^ Jai certos Pev9S defcen* 

X 2 hommetaq 


rl 


156 TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 

hommetan Law, Conqueror of the Taneos *, Extermi- 
nator and Vanquiflier of the Ebaditas f, (on the day of the 
memorable battle with King Salib,) Heir to King Suli- 
man, Confident of God, Father of his Country and of 

the Sciences, King of Madarchah. This Cannon was 

caft on the 5 th day of the month of Zil Kade, in the year 
939 of the Hegira, which correfponds with the 1 6th of 
January, A. D. 1526. 

A copy ci£ the infcription B, (Plate VIL) was alfo 
given to me, without a tranflation, by Father de Souza. 
The original, he informs me, is upon an ancient fountain 
near the caftle of the town of Moura. 


Rofcio, 

The next fquare of any note in Lifbon is the Rofcio ; 
moft of the houfes are occupied by (hop-keepers. Here 
the celebrated Inquifition is fituated ; a large empty build- 
ing, now as iilent as the Temple of Janus. Over the 
pediment, in the centre of the elevation, is a group of 
figures, reprefenting Religion trampling on a profbate 
heretic. 


* The Tantot are a people who dwell mael ; they dwell in Mefopotamia on the 
iKar Ethiopia. banks of Uie Eopbratet. 

t The EkaHuu aie defcendantt of Ifli- 

In 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 157 

In the month of March, one thoufand feven hundred and 
ninety, I was prefent here when three criminals, found guiltjr 
of burglary or aflaflination, were led tothefquare to be ex- 
ecuted, efcorted by five battalions of infantry. The people, 
. unaccuftomed to fcenes of this kind of late years, flocked 
in numbers to fee the execution, but many of them had 
to repent their curiofity. One of the foldiers on guard 
happened to quarrel with a failor in the crowd ; the 
guards on the oppofite fide, thinking it was an attempt 
to refcue the criminals, attacked the mob with fixed 
bayonets, and in a few minutes the former remained maf- 
ters of the fcenc of adion. Several people were danger- 
oufly wounded, and others, in the precipitancy of retreat, 
left fome fragments of their apparel behind. 


Public Walks and Amufements. 

Contiguous to the Rofcio are the public Walks efta- 
blifhed by the Marquis de Pombal, who was a great friend 
to the fair fex, and as fuch, endeavoured to abolifh the 
reftraint under which they have long been unjuftly kept ; 
for this purpofe he planned thefe promenades, with a 
view to introduce a more general intercourfe between 
both fcxes. The walks are elegant, bordered with efpaliers, 
and the intervals planted with trees and fhrubberies. Yet 
the inflitution does not appear to luve produced that focial 
intercourfe to the extent the Marquis had in view. The 

I \ inhabitants 


158 TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 

inhabitants think, however, that the females enjoy more 
fociety at prefent than at any former period, and that the 
jealoufy of the men, and the caufes or fufpicions which 
gave rife to it are diminifhing every day. 

There are two Theatres here for dramatic performances ; 
on Sundays they are much crowded. I could perceive but 
few ladies among the audience, and thefe, with few ex- 
ceptions, fat, not promifcuoufly in the company of the 
men, as in other theatres, but apart. The mufic was ex- 
cellent, the drefles and fcenery tolerable, the ading indif- 
ferent, or rather bad. Of late years no females are allowed 
to perform on the ftage ; hence, the men are obliged to 
affume the femaje garb. How provoking it was to fee 
the tender, the beautiful Ignez de Caftro reprefented by one 
of thefe brawny artificial wenches, efpecially in that affed- 
][ng fcene where (he appears, with her two infant children, 
at the King*s feet fupplicating for mercy. The fimple re- 
cital of this affeding paflage, as written by Luis, is (uf- 
ficient to melt an audience into tears, yet the msLn-mid- 
wife who delivered it brought forth no tears, but the tears 
of the Poet, for the abortion of his piece. Inftead of the 
delicate faltering accents of the fair vidim, he roared, 

■■ like the ocean when the winds 


Fight with the. waves 


dying accents fell, as vntckirxg ihips 


AktT the dreadful yell,* fiak mvnnuring down^- 

Afld bnbbleiijp a noi^. Lot^sOedip.. 

The 
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The other adors, particularly thofe who reprefented 
King Alfonfo and Don Pedro, were not deficient in fen- 
timent or aftion. They poflefTed a good deal of that 
graceful unconftrained manner we admire in the French 
adors. 


The Circus for the buU-feafls i» but a fhort diflance 
from the above Theatres. This amufement is declining 
very faft in the capital. The performances I witiiefled here 
were inferior to what I law at Leiria, but not quite fo 
cruel. And after all, perhaps the manner of tearing the 
bulls with mafiifFs, as in England and other parts of Eu- 
rope, is not lefs b^barous than the manner of tormenting 
them in Spain and Portugal ; but we are apt to fee defeds 
in our neighbours, whilft we are blind to our own, like 
the Lamian Witches, who, according to the facetious Ra- 
belais, in foreign plates had the penetration of a Lynx, 
but at home they took out their eyes and laid them up in 
wooden flippers. 

As we have already given an account of a buU-feaft at 
Leiria, it is unneceflary to add that of Lifbon, which is 
almofl: fimilar. A (bene of a more novel nature invites 
our attention ; that is, the manner of catching black cattle 
in Brazil. 

I was prefent at the Circus when this curious fpedacle 
was exhibited, the firft of the kind, as I was told, ever 

I reprefented 
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reprefented in Lifbon. It conveyed a good idea of the 
manner in which the inhabitants of that fertile region 
catch their cattle. They kill the animals for the fake of the 
hides, which are brought to Portugal to be manufadlured. 
Of the flefh I underftand the Brazilians make but little 
account ; they barely take as much as is fufficient for pre- 
fent exigence, and leave the reft a prey to the birds and 
beafts of the forefts. 

f 

The Circus was very crowded on this occafion: about 
five in the afternoon a native of Pernambuca entered the 
arena mounted upon a fpirited horfe of the Arabian breed. 
The rider was of a copper colour, of a ftrong and adlive 
figure, his hair black, and his head uncovered. He wore 
a loofe mantle, fomewhat like the paludamentum of the 
ancient Romans. The fkin of a wild beaft was thrown 
loofely over the horfe inftead of a faddle, from which were 
fufpended two cords for ftirrups. The whole appeared 
quite in charader. 

As foon as the cavalier had paid his obeifance to the 
audience, a bull, whofe natural ferocity was heightened 
in the flail, rufhed in, and had nearly overturned him in 
the firft onfet j the fleetnefs of his horfe, and the dexte- 
rity vvith which he managed the reins, only could have 
favcd his life. The furious animal purfued him feveral 
times round the arena till he became tired, after which 
he ftood panting in the middle of the ring. 

Ihe 
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The horTeman ftill continued his circular courfe at an ' 
eafy pace, holding a long cord in hh hand, with a flip- 
knot at the end of it : having watched a proper opportu- 
nity, he caft it over the horns of the bull, and rode twice 
round him ; then ordering the gate to be thrown open, he 
made off in full fpeed till he came to the full length of 
the cord ; upon which he received a check that drew him 
on his back, and made the horie caper on his hind 
feet ; neverthelefs he clung to him by his knees, and in 
this reclined pofture, held the cord in both hands and the 
bridle in his mouth. The bull at this time was entangled 
by the rope, with his head drawn in between his fore-feet, 
and incapable of motion. The Brazilian difmounted, ap- 
proached, and drew from beneath his mantle a fhorf hunt- 
ing fpear, which, with an apparent flight force, he darted 
into the head of the animal, in confequence of which he 
inilantly fell down and expired. 


1l7)e Patriarchal Church 


Is fltuated at the North-eaft fide of the town, upon an 
eminence that commands a profped at once extenfive and 
beautiful. It would require a volume to defcribe the 
treafiires of facred relics, gold, filver, precious flones, and 
coftly furniture of this venerable edifice. The pbjcds that 
moftly attra<St: the attention of travellers, are the nine great 
candelabri, and the crofs belonging to the King's chape^ 

V the 
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the latter, which is ojf filver and gilt, is upwards of twelve 
feet high, and of exquiiite workmanfhip. Nor is the 
workmanfhip of the candelabri lefs deferving of notice ; 
they exhibit a variety of groupes in demi- relief, reprefe5tt- 
ing the myfteries of Chrift and of the Virgin Mary ; in 
other parts of them we behold emblems charad;eriftic of 
thf kingdom, and of its former conquefts and difcoveries. 
Thefe are alfo formed of filver, gilt, and adorned with 
feftoons : the fpaces between the groupes are inlaid with 
lapis lazuli, and ipangled with diamonds and other pre- 
cious ftones. 

Antonio Arrighi (an Italian) was the defigner of the 
above crofs and candelabri ; they were executed partly at 
Rome and partly at Florence, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and thirty- two, and were greatly admired 
by the amateurs of the fine arts in both thofe cities. The 
value of the whole is very great, as may be readily con- 
ceived, when the workmanfhip alone is faid to have cod 
the fum of three hundred thoufand crufadosy or thirty-three 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty pounds fterling. 

s 

The greater part of the charge of the above, and the 
other embellifliments of this Church, was defrayed out of 
the furplus of the revenue after paying the ordinary ex- 
pences of the eftablifhment ; which revienue, in the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty-fcven, flood as fol- 
^ws, according to Father • de Caftro. 

An 
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An Account of the efiahlijbed Annual Revenue of the 

Patriarchal Church, 

'Reif. 

Ancient endowment - • * . • 30,005,560 

Tributes of Bifhoprics and benefices- - •• 94,982,512 

Rents of churches, houfes and recbumod lands 31,474,717 

Forfeitures and purchafes » . . 250,843,880 

Total 407,306,669 


An Accounf of the ordinary Annual Difiurfements of 

the Patriarchal Church. 

Ras. 

5 Principal Dignitaries • m ■ m 03,766,000 

1 Dean - . - « ^ , m 4,853,206 
1 8 Secondary Dignitaries « •- - 83,757,600 
7a Prelates - - i- . - 1 15,200,000 
-flo Canons » •• ^ '" ao,ooo,ooo 
12 BeneficferieS - i * • • 8^4.00,000 
32 Second Bcneficaries ^ m m 16,000,000 
32 Inferior Beneficaries ^ • •. 8,000,000 

5 Mafters of Ceremonies - • •• 520,000 

7 Acolothiils - - -^ , • 350,000 

J29 Chaplains - - i# •* 4,560,00a 

2 Treafurers - - - - 180,000 
2 Depofitories of the Sacrifty - - - 220,000 
I Depofitory of the wax ftore •• - 140,000 

«o Sacrifts • - • - 1,488,000 

Carried over 287^34,800 
V 2 
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Brought forward 
1 7 Chaplains who celebrate mafs in the ancient 

Royal Chapels ... 

71 Italian and Portuguefe Choriflers 
4 Qrganifts - - 

I Italian Compofcr ^ • . ^ 

1 Door-keeper - * ^ - - 
6 Wardens - * 

1 2 Provedores .--..- 
4 Meflengers - - * • 

6 Sweepers - - - - 

2 Torch-bearers - • • - 
^ I Goldfmith . - - • 

2 Upholfterers - 

1 Hair-dreflTer - - 

2 Bell-ringers with their afliftants 

I Modulator of the organs - • - 

A Writer, an Illuminator, and an Engraver 

12 Confeflbrs - - ... 

4 Preachers • - 

Wax - . . 

For painting the wax 

Proceflions, feats, and eleaning the Church 
Qeaning and repairing the filver utehfik 
Waihing and making up the furniture 
Repairing the linen - - . - 

Oil for forty-five lamps - - - . - 
^Wine ufed in the celebration of the mafTes 
Hbfts . . . . . 

Incenfe * ^ • 

Charcoal - • *i^ * 


Palm 
Calendars . 


Riis. 

287,434,800 

769,040 
30,672,800 
520,000 
1 80,000 
120,000 
320,000 
360,000 

80,000 
267,840 
148,800 
640,000 
412,800 
9,480 
400,000 

20,000 
600,000 
600,000 

94,000 
.6,200,000 
210,800 
2,000,000 
250,000 
3^2,000 
120,000 
500,000 
150,000 

24,000 

24,000 

20,000 
600,000 

48,000 


Carried over 334ii88,36Qf 
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ReU. 

Brought forward 334,188,36a 

St. Antony's ofieringd - • m. 70,000 

Green and red cloths - ^ « 60,000 

Hanging the Church on feftival days -^ 236,000 

School - * • - ^ ^ • 1,800,000 

Contingencies «* .. ^ ii.. « 800,000 

Total 337*i54»36o 

The aggregate of the above fums when reduced to 
pounds fterling will (land thus :. 

Rets* £• s. d. 

Total Annual Revenue 407,306,669 = 114,554 : 18 : 6 

Total Annual Difburfements 337,154,36a = 94,824 : 11 x 6, 

7o,iS^^Zog = jr. 19,730 : 7 : a 

Hence there appears a balance of nineteen thoufand 
{even hundred and thirty pounds and feven {hillings re- 
maining in the funds for repairs, furniture, utenfils, and 
other contingencies* 

We do not include in the above eiliniates the eftablifK- 
ment of the Patriarch, which is very confiderable on ac- 
count of his great dijgnity. His Eminence takes precedence 
of all the Biihops and Archbiihops of the kingdom^ is 
^irft Chaplain to the King, and a Cardinal of the Conr 
fiftory at Rome. The principal revenue of his facred 
ofHce ari&s from the tribute of the general mines ; he has 

6 alfo 
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alio a large endowment in church lands, and five thou- 
iand fix hundred and twenty-five, pounds fterling a-year 
out of the Royal Treafury. At the loweft computation 
we may ftate the whole at thirty thoufand pounds per an- 
num. Theft the total amount of the eftabliihinetit of the 
Patriarchal Church will be~ 144, 5*^5 4./. i8x. td* 


Loretto, 

The Loretto Church, built by the Pope's Kuncio a fe# 
years ago, is held in high eftimation for its afchite<^ure ; 
but its admirers muft fee excellencies in it that I could not 
perceive ; and I am inclined to fufped: that any reputation 
it has obtained in that refpe^ is owing, not to its intrinfic 
merit, but from its being defigned in Italy. In the days 
of Palladio this would have been a ftrong recommendation ; 
we cannot, however, allow that privilege to the Italians 
of the prefent age, whofe tafte in architecture is funk as 
low as that of moft other nations of Europe, by the Bor- 
romini, the Bibiena, and their difciples, the modem Van- 
dals of that degenerated nation. 


Nervelefs injloth^ eiifeebling arts thy hoajiy 
Ob ! Italy, bow fallen, bow low, bow loft I 


Gimoens. 


There are feveral labourers employed in finking the 
mountain juft by this Church, for the purpofe of building 
dwelling-houfes ; and it is curious to obferve, that as far 
as they have hitherto funk, which in ibme parts is about 

. thirty 
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thirty feet, they found nothing but a reddifh clay, or (and^ 
mixed with ftrata of petrified fhells, chiefly of the crufta- 
ceous kind. Several hundred cart-loads of thefe fhells have 
been cleared away from this fpot ; the height of which 
above the fea apparently is not lefsthan three hundred an4 
fifty feet, . - 

I 

( 

As we are m the neighbourhood of the Francifcan 
Church, we cannot help noticing the infcriptional (lone 
placed in the North-caft angle of it. There is another, 
of a fimilar nature, in the fi:ont of the Car mo Church .► 
We {hall not annex their fublime contents ;. few the ho- 
nour of our holy religion we wifli they were taken down j 
or if that be contrary to the prefcriptions or laws of thefer 
Churches, perhaps there is no law in force againft turning 
them infide out.. 


Church af St» Roque, 

This Church formerly belonged to the Jefuits. There 
is nothing in the arcbiteAure very remarkable for excel- 
lence of def^n or execution, though indeed it may be 
juftly confidered a very neat Church. The walls and 
ceiling exhibit fome good pi<ftures in frefco. But what is 
moil deferving of attention is a fmall Chapel dedicated to» 
St. John the Baptift, the moft valuable of its fize, per- 
haps, in Europe. Among the materials with which it is 
decorated, we obferve lapis lazuli, Oriental granite, por- 

II phyry. 
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phyry, amethyft, alabafter, verde antique, corallino, fciena 
and carara marbles. 

I 

\ 

There are alfo three beautiful pid:ures in it, executed 
in mofaick in a maflerly manner; one is placed in a 
deuxtyle over the altar, reprefenting the Baptifm of our 
Saviour ; the other two, namely, the Annunciation and the 
Defcent of the Holy Ghoft, are placed one at each fide of 
the altar. The floor is likewife of mofaick, embellifhed 
with borders of treillage^ and an armillary fphere in the 
centre. The columns and dado of the altar are of lapis 
lazuli ; the table of the latter is fupported at the angles 
by cherubs of filver, and accompanied by two lofty can- 
delabri of the fame metal. The fhafts of the columns arc 
formed into ftriae by fillets of gold. 

r 
m 

According to thofe who rate the expence of thefe pre- 
cious appendages at the loweft, they coft two millions of 
crufadosy or two hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds 
ilerling. They were executed at Rome by the mofl: emi- 
nent artifts of that city, at the defire of King John the 
Fifth, who prefented them to the Jefuits of St. Roque, 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-one. 
pvery admirer of the fine arts muft regret to find fuch 
admirable productions fqueezed into an bbfcure chapel or 
cell, not more than feventeen feet long by twelve broad^ 
at the fide of the church. 

J\/'evf 
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New Church, 

The New Church, built by her prefent Majefty, is the 
largeft and moft magnificent edifice raifed in Lifbon fince 
the fatal earthquake. It is faid to have coft five millions 
of crufados ; that is, five hundred and fixty-two thouland 
five hundred pounds fterling. The plan is in the form 
of a crofs, and runs nearly Eafl and Wcfl : indeed the 
Portuguefe, in founding their Churches, are not very par- 
ticular in this refped. They generally adapt the afpe<a 
to the fltuation, a cuftom worthy of our imitation ; as 
that great Being, in honour of whom they are raifed, is 
equally prefent at the North and the South, at the Eafl 
and the Weft. 

The centre is crowned with a magnificent dome of 
hewn ftone rifing over the quadrangle at the interfedion of 
the nave and tranfept, which is gradually formed into a 
circle by pendentives fpringing from the angles of the 
piers. In point of execution this dome has great merit ; 
and no wonder ; for where fhall we meet with fuch excels 
lent ftone-cutters as in Portugal ? Perhaps not in Europe. 
Truth will not allow us, however, to fay as much for its 
archite<9ts. 

In the whole Church, indeed, as far as relates to thefe 
artifans, there is nothing to cenfure, and but very little 

z to 
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to praife that relates to the architedt. We fliall take iic 
notice of the towers, nor of the ball that crowns the cupola; 
a little knowledge of optics or perfpeftive might -have re- 
medied what is amifs in both : but in the diftribution of 
the compofite tetraftylc, the arcade and tl^e logia of the Eaft 
front, nothing more ^^ required to make them as they 
ought to be, than a moderate knowledge of. the rules of 
architedure; The columns of the former, inftead of flip- ^ 
porting the fiiperftrudhire, fuf^ain but a diqdinifhed enta- 
blature, and. even this is intermitted j hence, the columns 
are of no real or apparent, ufe whatever. An Athenian 
would imagine they were expqfed there for lale ; and the 
Italian who, not long fince, prompted by an itch for paf- 
quinading, pofted the following couplet on one of the 
columns of a great manfion in the neighbourhood of Saint 
James's in London, might apply it, with equal propriety, 
to the above columns : 

Care Colonne^ <bejfittte Idf 
Nan lofappiamo in veritd. I 

Tell me, dear Columns, why do you ftand fo ? 
Indeed, Mr. Pafquini we really don't know ! 


* Cemetery of the Britijb FaSiory. 

The Cemetery, or Burying-ground, belonging to the 
Britiih Fadory, is fituatedat the North-weft fide of the 
city, and is the only expofed Burying-ground in Lifbon. 
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The natives, and all others of the Catholic communion 
who die here, are interred in the cryptical tombs of the 
churches. When the corpfe is repolited, it is ftrewed 
with lime, to diflblve it the more fpeedily, and to prevent 
any unpleafant fmell. 

The difeafed, according to law, muft not reniain difin- 
iterred . more than four-and-twchty hours ; a very falutary 
regulation, called for by the heat of the climate; for, 

ft 

admitting it were poflible that one in a thoufand might be 
brought to life by continuing unburied, as with us, for 
the fpafce of five or fix days, it is more than probablci that 
thoufands would fell a (acrifice to the experiment. 

This Burying-ground was afiigned to the Englifh about 
the year one thoufand fix hundred and fifty-five, agreeably 
to the fourteenth article of the Treaty of Alliance con- 
cluded between £i\gland and Portugal in the time, of 
Oliver Cromwell. The fame article alfo includes the 
reftridions to which the Englifh are fiibje6: with regard to 
the exercife of their religion. Here is a copy of it : 

** And forafniuch as the rights of peace and commerce 
** would be null and ufelefs, if the people of the Republic 
** of England fhould be diflurbed for confcience-fake, 
** when they pafs to and from the kingdoms and domi- 
** nions of the faid King of Portugal, or refide there for 
'* the fake of exchanging their merchandize. That com- 
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** meree may, therefore, be free and fecure both by land 
" and fea, the faid King of Portugal fhall take effedual 
" care, and provide, that they be not molefled by any 
'* perfon, court, or tribunal, upon account of the faid 
** confcience, or for having with them, or ufing, any 
" Englifli Bibles or other books ; and that it (hall be free 
" for the people of the Republic to obferve and profefs 
** their own religion in private houfes, together with their 
" families, within any of the dominions of the faid King 
* ' of Portugal whatfoever ; and the fame to exercife on 
" board their fhips and veflels as they fhall think fit, 
** without any trouble or hindrance ; and finally, that a 
" place be afUgned for the burial of their dead. But 
" withal, the Englifh are cautioned not to exceed what is 
" written in this article." 

Among the remains of the Britifh fubjedts interred in 
the above Cemetery, are thofe of the celebrated Henry 
Fielding ; but, I regret to fay, without a monument, or 
any other obfequious mark of diflinftion, fuitable to his 
great talents and virtues. 

In the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, 
the Chev. de St. Mark de Meyrionet, the French Conful, 
who then redded at Lifbon, had a fmall monument made 
for that purpofe at his own expence, which remains to 
this day in the cloifler of the Francifcan convent. Why 
it has not been admitted into the Burying-ground I could 

not 
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not learn ; but thofe who have excluded it were certainly 
juilified for more reafons than one. In the firfl place, 
as a monument, it is a very contemptible defign. Se- 
condly, the epitaph is unappropriate and unpoetical. 
And, thirdly, it appears to be made rather from vanity 
than gratitude ; rather with a view to confer honour on 
iiimfelf and his country, than to perpetuate the me- 
mory of Henry Fielding. This appears evident from the 
laft line of the epitaph; of which we here annex a 
copy. 


Erige en 1786, a Henry Fielding mort em 1754. 

Sous ces cypres chamiers, parmi ^es os muets, 

Tu cherches de Fielding les reftes memorables \ 
De la mort et du temps deplore les efiets, 

Ou d^tefte plut6t Toubli de fes femblables. 
Us Advent par-tout des marbres faftueux, 

Un bloc reconnoifiant ici manque a tes voeux^ 
£t ton pas incertain craint de fouler la cendre, 

Sur laquelle tes pleurs cherchent a fe r^pandre« 

Vieillard, qui dctruis tout dans un profond filence, 
Ne diflbus point ce marbre a Fielding confacr^ ! 
Qu'aux fiecles a venir il arrive facre. 
Pour Thonneur de mon nom et celui de la France ! 


The 
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The following lines were written by way of Epitaph to 
' -Henry Fielding, by Mr. Smart. ' 

The mafter of the Greek and Roman page. 
The lively fcorner of a venal age, 
• Who made the public laiigh at public vice, 
Or drew from fparkling eyes the pekrl of price; 
Student of Nature, reader of mankind, 
, In whom the poet and the patron join'd. 
As free to give applaufes as aiTert, 
And (kilful in the praiSice of defert. 
Hence power confign'd the laws to thy command^ 
And piit the fcales of juftice in thine hand, 
To (land proteSor of the orphan race. 
And find the female penitent a place. 
From toils like theie, too great for eye to bear. 
From pajn, from ficknefs, and a world of care, 
JFrom children and a widow in her bloom. 
From fhores remote, and from a foreign tdmb ; 
-Caird by the Word of Life, thou Ihalt appear 
To pleafe and profit in a higher fphere. 
Where endlefs hope, unperifhable gsun. 
Are what the Scriptures teach and entertain. 


Royal Monaftery of Belem» 

Oh the banks of the Tagus, about ilve iiniles South- weft 
of Lifbon, is fituated the magnificmt Chyrch and Mona- 
ftery of Belem, founded ,hy jK^ing Emanuel, in the year 
one thoufand four hundred ^ind.ninety-njne, and completed 
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by his Con and focceffor, John the Third, for the Friars of 
the Order of Sf, yeronytno. Over the portal of the Mo- 
naftery we obferve the following infcription, or diftich, 
faid to have been written by the celebrated Andre de 



VaSTA mole sacrum DiVlMJE IN LITORE MatRF 

Rex posuit Regum Maximus Emmanitel. 

AUXIT OPUS HiERES ReOINI, ET PIETATIS UTERQUE 

Structura certakt, relioione fares. 

Providence fortunately faved this beautiful ftrudture 
from the deftrudtive effeAs of the memorable earthquake 
of one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five, except the 
great arch of the tranfept, which received a {hock in that 
difailer ; in confequence of which it fell the enfuing year. 
The Chevalier . Frezier makes refpe<Stful mention of the 
vaulting of this church, than whom, I know but very few 
writers more competent to judge of thefe matters.. 

On peut remarquer dans les anciennes Eglifes &^ Cloi^ 
tres Gothiques^ une variete admirable de compartimens ^y 
ce que fai vu de plus beau ^ de mieux execute dans ce 
genre y ejl au Monajiere de Bethlehem j aupres de Lfijbonne 
en Portugal^ tant a VEglife quau Cloitre^ ou la plupart 
des nervures font de Marbre^ 

We may obferve in the ancient Gothic churches and 
cloifters an admirable variety of compartments ; the moft 

beautiful 
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beautiful and beft executed of the kind that I have feen, 
are in the Monaftery of Belemj near Lifbon in Portugal, 
as well with regard to the church as the cloifler, where, 
moft of the ribs are of marble. 

Traite de Stereotomie, torn. iii. p. 28. 

Here are interred many of the Royal families of Portu- 
gal, and other perfonages of diftindtion, as may be col- 
leded from the infcriptions of their monuments. The 
whole is executed in a fpecies of archite<Sture compounded 
of the Norman- Gothic, and Arabian ftyles. The cloifter 
adjoining to the church exhibits fome excellent fpecimens 
of Arabefque ornaments ; they are defigned with a good 
deal of tafte and fancy, and executed with care. 

The founder of this noble fabric, ereded in the river 
oppofite to the church a ftrong tower, with two batteries 
and feveral pieces of cannon, to defend both the Monaftery 
and the entrance to the capital. Jofeph the Firft alfo 
built an excellent quay with wharfs near the fame place. 


Bom-fucceffo* 

This Monaftery was founded in the year one thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-fix,, for the Nuns of the Order of 
St. Jeronymo ; but, through the munificence of Queien 
Louiza de Gufinan, it was'afterwards fet apart for females, 
natives of Ireland, who entered into holy orders. It is 
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dedicated to St. Dominick, and under the controul of the 
Abbot-general of that Order, or his depute, the Redor of 
the Irifh Dominican Convent at Lifbon. It maintains 
two Chaplains, who are al{b of the fame Order, and ha~ 
tives of Ireland. 


Tie Irijb Convent » 

The Irifh Convent, or College of the Ppminic^ Order, 
was fo\inded in the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fifty-nine, by Queen Luiza de Gufman, who inflituted 
the Irifh nunnery above mentioned. That Convent was 
entirely deflroyed by the earthquake of one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-five. It is recorded that oae of 
the Fgthers, animated by a pious zeal to preferve the 
facred pax, rufhed into the midfl of the ruins during the 
violence of the earthquake, brought it forth, and walked 
with it in procefllon to the church of St. Ifabel, attended 
by a vafl concourfe of people, imploring the Divine 
mercy. 

After feveral years had elapfed, the Fathers were en- 
abled to rebuild tlieir little feminary and church, through 
the munificence of the humane. Some refpe<Sbible Catholic 
families in Ireland gave donations for that purpofe ; but 
the greater part of the expcnce was defrayed by the bene- 
volent people of Portugal. 

A A The 
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The inhabitants of the Convent, at prefent, are about 
eighteen, exclufive of fervants ; they live chiefly on vo- 
luntary contributions. The ftudents are remarkably docile 
and fober; even the Portuguese, whole career from youth 
to age is rarely chequered with fallies of intemperance, hold 
them as models of imitation to the probationers of their 
monafteries. King Jofeph the Firft had a particular eifteem 
for thefe Fathers, though he once made a witty remark on 
them. One evening he obferved, from the balcony of his 
palace, four or five of them crofling the Tagus in a ferry- 
boat, in which there were fome females. ** Your Ma- 
** jefty's Irifh Friars," faid one of the Lords in waiting, 
" are fond of mixing with the Ladies.'* / am not afraid 
of their making love to them, replied the King, / would 
fooner trufi them with my wife than the key of my cellar^ 

Perhaps there is not in the code of Irifla profcriptions 
a law that more clearly manifefts the wretched policy of 
that country, than that which relates to the exclufion of 
Roman Catholic feminaries of education. You accufe 
their paftors with illiterature, whilft you adopt the moft 
cruel means of making them ignorant ; and their pcafantry 
with untradtablenefs, whilft you deprive them of the 
means of civilization. But that is not all ; you have de- 
prived them at once of their religion, their liberty, their 
oak, and their harp, and left them to deplore their fate, 
not in the ftrains of their anceAors, but in the fighs of 

opprefllon. 
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oppreflion. I would wifli to draw a veil over thefe griev- 
ances, which, thank God, are diminifhing every day, as 
the beams of more enlightened legiilature begins to dawn 
on that long-negleded iile. 

Lijbon AqueduEi, 

This Aquedu<9: may be juftly confidered one of the 
moft magnificent monuments of modern conftru6ibn in 
Europe ; and in point of magnitude, is not inferior, per- 
haps, to any Aquedu6l: the ancients have left us. That 
part of it which is fituated in the valley of Alcantara, 
about a mile from Lifbon, is an admirable ftrudure ; con- 
fifting of thirty-five arches, by which the water is con- 
veyed over a deep vale, formed by two oppofite mountains. 
The dimenfions of it, in the moft deprefied part of the 
vale, are as follow : 

, Feet Inches. 

Height of the arch from the ground to the intrados - 230 10 
From the vertex of the arch to the extrados, exclufive 

of the parapet - - - - 9 8 

From the extrados to the top of the ventilator - ^3 4 

Total height firom the ground to the fummit of the 
ventilator . - - 

Breadth of the principal arch 

Breadth of the piers of the principal arch 

Thicknefs of the piers in general - 

The arches on each fide of the principal one diminiHi 
in breadth, as the piers whereon they reft decreafe in 

A A a height 


263 

10 

107 

8 

28 
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* height with the declivity of the hills. In examining the 
refpedive dimenfions of the feveral arches, I find they do 
not reciprocally diminifh in geometrical progreflion ; in- 
deed It is obvious to the eye, a very great obftru«9ion to 
the beauty of the perfpedive. The reader who is not ac- 
quainted with that ufeful problem, will find it fufficiently 
illuftrated in Traite de Stereotomiey by the Cbev^ Freziery. 
torn. ii. p. 1 20. pL XXXV* . 

It would alfo contribute to the beauty of the ftru<5hirej. 
ff all the arches were curves of the fame fpecies ; inftead 
of which there are fourteen of them Gothic^ or pointed 
arches in a range j the reft are femicircular. The architeA 
&ems to have been apprehenfive that the principal arches^ 
if made femicircular, would become very expenfive, on 
account of their requiring a higher extrados than pointed 
arches to keep them in equilibrium ; fince there is no arch, 
except the catenaria, that will fupport itfelf without an. 
incumbent weight proportionable to the fubten{e» 

In the reft of the Aquedud there is much judgment 
difplayed. No part of it haa failed, or appears to have 
received the leaft injury from the great earthquake ; a proof 
of the excellence of the contignation. 

Over the arches there runs a vaulted corridor, nine feet 
fix inches high, by five feet broad, internally. A con- 
tinued pafiage runs throu^ the centre of it,, for the 

'3 people 
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people who conftantly attend to keep it in order, and a • 
iemicircular channel, or conduit, of thirteen inches dia- 
meter at each fide through which the water is conveyed ►• 
It is worthy of remark, that thefe channels are laid, not 
in an inclined direction, as in other Aqueduds, but ho- 
rizontally; to compenfate for this, a fmall deprefHon is 
made at certain intervals, by which the water is impelled 
•along the horizontal line; a manner fuppofed to require 
lefs declenfion in conveying water than a continued in-- . 
clined line. There are two thoroughfares for foot-paf- 
fengers along the Aquedu A ; that is, one at each fide of 
the corridor, which is five feet wide, and defended by a 
ftone parapet. 

From the remains of fomc ancient walls which were found ' 
here, it is fuppofed that the Romans who inhabited Lufi- 
tania attempted to build an Aqueduct in the place where 
die prefent one is raifed« 

King Emanuel had a fimoilar work in contemplation, by 
which he propofed conveying the water to the Pfaqa do 
Ro/cioy and there to ere£l a magnificent fountain. The 
defign was n^ade agreeably to his cffders by Prancifco do 
Olhando ; it confifted of a figure reprefenting Lifbon 
Handing on a column, guarded by four elephants, . from 
whole trunks the water was to have ifiiied. .But Emanuel 
had many more important defigns to execute, and there- - 
fore left this unfinifhed,- 

The 
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The Infanta Don Luizy in the reign of John the Third, 
rcfumed the idea of the Aquedud, but failed likewife in 
the execution of it. Luis Marinho fays, the fenate of 
Lifbon made a collection for that purpofe, amounting to 
fix hundred thoufand crufadosy which was lavifhed in 
public rejoicings at the entry of Philip the Third of 
Spain. 

The honour of executing this noble ftrudure was referved 
for John the Fifth. This munificent Prince laid the foun- 
dation of it in the year one thoufand feven ' hundred and 
thirteen, and in nineteen years after, the whole was com- 
pleted. The city of Lifbon, in teftimony of their gra- 
titude, raifed an arch to his memory, wherein, among other 
infcriptions, we obferve the following : 

JOANNES .V. 

LUSITANORUM . REX. 

JUSTUS . PIUS . AUG. FEUX . P. P. 

LUSITANIA . IN . PACE . STABILITA . 

VIRIBUS . GLORIA . OPIBUS . FIRMATA . 

PROFLIGATIS . DIFFICULTATIBUS . 

IMO . PROPE . VICTA . NATURA 

PERENNES . AQUAS . IN . URBEM . INVEXIT . 

ET. 
BREVI . UNDEVIGENTI . ANNORUM . SPATIO . 

MINI MO . PUBLICO . 

IMMENSUM . OPUS . CONFECIT . 

GRATITUDINIS . ERGO . 

OPTIMO . PRINCIPI . 

ET. 

PUBLICO . UTILITATIS . AUCTORI . 

HOC . MONUMENTUM . POS . S. P. Q^O. 

ANNO . D. M.D CCXXXVIII. 

I Manoel 
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Manoel da Maya was the name of the architect who 
defigned and fuperihtended the execution of the above 
Aquedud. The expence of it was partly defrayed by a 
tax of one Rei upon every pound of meat (©Jd in the capi- 
tal. Of the produce of that tax we may form fome idea 
{totq. the following flatement. 


Quantity of Butchers Meat fold at the Shambles of Lijbon 

in the Year 1789. 

Weight in Arrobas. 

27985 Oxen - - - 3H895t 

1279 Calves - - - 6033 

27562 Sheep - - - 18730^ 

H927 Hogs - - - 319714. 

381630 
An Arroba is 32 lb. 

Total weight in lbs. 12212160 

The confumption of flefh meat is greatly reduced" here 
by the quantity of frefh and fait fifh, with which the 
markets are conftantly fupplied. The poor in general on 
days of abftinence ufe fait fifh, imported by Englifh fhips 
from Newfoundland ; they call it Bacalhao, In the year 
' one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine, there arrived 
at Lifbon fixty fhips partly laden with this fifh, which, 
according to the entries at the cuflom-iioufe, weighed 
fifty-nine thoufand and feventy-three quintals. 

There 
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There are many other public buildings befides dwelUng- 
houies in Lisbon well deferving of notice; todetcribe them 
all, would exceed the limits of this work : but there arc 
few or no ancient remains of architedure to be found 
there, which is very extraordinary of a city that boafls 
fuch remote antiquity. An^uicxent infcriptional ftone is 
now and then difcovered in digging for foundations, but 
very little more, I have given in plate VHI. copies of 
{uch fragments of this kind as came within my obferva- 
tion. The infcripthon A was found in a fubterranean 
cave in Rua Bella 'da Rainhay in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy. The other four, viz, B, C, 
D, E, were difcovered in a fimilar manner ; the originals 
from whence thefe were copied,, may be leen ^n the wall 
.of a houfe at the cprner of Magdalen Street. 


■Charitable Infiitutioni. 

Public charities have always been confideted as a lead- 
ing feature in the character of every nation. When the rich 
ihare part of their fuperfluities with the indigent, when 
the healthy by their labour contribute to fuccour the 
feeble and diftrefied, then humanity performs the beft 
offices of fociety. Portugal is not deficient in this refpefi; 
for the people, though not compelled by law, contribute 
Voluntarily to the fupport of different charitable inftitu- 


tions. 
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Here is a foundling hofpital, properly named the 
Mifericordia ; on the outfide of it is a cradle where the 
infant is laid, of which notice is given by the ringing of 
a bell. Thefe foundlings, as they advance in years, are 
carefully inftruded in the principles of religion and mo- 
rality ; at a proper age male children are apprenticed to 
sefpedable tradefmen, and the girls put to fervice. In 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-nine the 
number of children received into this Hofpital amounted 
to one thoufand two hundred and feventy-nine. 

Of thefe there died ... - 405 

Claimed by their fathers - - - 4. 

Given out to nurfe - - - 853 

Reared in the Hofpital - - - 17 

The Royal Hofpital of St. Jofeph receives the infirm of 
both fexes of every nation ; it is very well attended by 
phyficians and nurfes ^ the patients are comfortably lodged, 
and in every refped well treated. In the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty-nine, the number of pa- 
tients received into this Hofpital amounted to 11,020 

Remained in it fince the foregoing year - 778 

Total 11,798 

Of the above number there died in the fame year 1,308 
Difcharged as cured - -• - -9,688 

Remained under cure - - - - 802 

' B B Befides 
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Befides the above charitable infHtutions, there are (b- 
cieties here called the Brotherhood of the Mifericordia 
who are conftantly performing a<3:s of charity. Thefe 
venerable focieties proted and comfort the diftrefled of 
every religion > fed, or country, within the limits of their 
obfervation. They are not content to await Ae foHcrti- 
tion of the afHided, but feek them out in tfateir M'etdied 
habitations, and adminifter to their wants. They take 
orphans and poor children of indigent piu-eitts under 
their protection, and rear them till they arrive at a proper 
age to be fent as apprentices; then they put them under 
the care of refpedable tradefmen, and do not with- 
draw their guardianfhip till they are eftablifhed in their 
relpedive trades, unleis they forfeit it by ill behaviour. 
The females who are reared by them in a fimilar manner 
mull be very circumfped in their condud; when their 
charaders are irreproachable, induftrious tradefmen make 
choice of them for their wives, as well for the fake of the 
dowry to which they are entitled, as to gain the patrcmage 
of the brotherhood. 

Thefe humane focieties viiit the gaols and hofpitals, and 
fend provifioris to the different prifoners who have neither 
money nor friends to fupport them, and fuch of them as 
are detained for the gaoler's fees, after being acquitted, are 
liberated through their humane bounty. When a delin- 
quent is condemned to die, they vifit him conflahtly, they 
confble him and accompany him to the place of execution, 

exhorting 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 187 

exhorting him to repentance. Their humanity does not 
reft here; it extends to the grave, and even beyond the 
grave; for the remains of the vidim are interred with 
decency, and a number of mafTes offered up for his foul. 
They perform fimilar oiHces for every perfbn who dies in 
indigent circumftances. Indeed it would be almofl im- 
poi&ble to enumerate all the beneficent ads of the venera- 
ble Brotherhood of the Mifericordiay ads foimded on the 
purefl principles of humanity and religion, without the leaft 
alloy of oftentation or hypocrify. Oh merciful friends of 
the human fpecies, how great the reward that awaits you 
when fummoned before the great Tribunal of Mercy! 
Nor is Lifboh the only place where thefe pious inftitutions 
are eflabliflied ; they extend to every city and town in 
the kingdom, and every part fubjed to the crown of 
PortugaL We fincerely wifli they extended every where, 
and were limited only by the limits of the globe. 


Obfervations on the Laws of PortugaL 

The King in perfon is fuppofed to prefide in all crimi- 
nal courts of judicature, and the Judges, who derive their 
authority immediately from him, may pronounce fentence 
of death on delinquents tried and found guilty ; but exe- 
cution is exprefsly forbidden till the expiration of twenty 
days after faid fenttnce, in order that the criminal may 
have an opportunity of reviewing his trial, and protefting 
againft fuch points in it as do not exadly bear upon thd 

B B 2 offence. 
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offence. This law was firft promulged by AlFonfd the 
Second at Coimbra, in the year one thoufand two hundt-ed 
and eleven. 

Several prifoners, purfuant to this decreci have protiadecT 
their lives for many years. A flriking inftance of this ap- 
peared during the adminiilration of the Nfeirquis de Pombal ; 
this Minifter ordered a- return to be made of all the pri* 
fbners in the kingdom, with the nature of their alleged 
crimes, and duration of confinement. The abufes pradifed 
by the officers of the prifbns gave rife to the inquiry, for 
it was cuftomary with the gaolers to liberate the prifoners 
on their parole on receiving a proportionate gratuityk^ 

Among the number thus enlarged, there happened one on 
whom fentence of death had been pafled feven years anterior 
to the above order ; during, which interval he lived in the 
country, and earned his bread very honeftly. The gaoler 
now fummoned him to appear, he inftantly obeyed, re- 
entered the condemned cell, and was ordered for execu- 
tion ; but on a reprefentation of his condu6b being made 
to the King, he was pardoned in confideration of his 
pun dual regard to his promiic, and the blamelefs cha- 
rader he maintained in the neighbourhood wherein he 
worked. 

There is one great defed in the adminiilration of the 
criminal law, which calls loudly for redrefs. Prifoners 

committed 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAI. 189 

committed on alleged crimes, are fuflered to remain many 
years in prifbn before they are brought to trial; If in 
the interval an innocent man (hould die, he finks into the 
grave with* all the accumulated infamy of a delinquent; 

During the re%n of John the Second" and of his fuc— 
ceflbr Emanuel, criminals, inflead of being put to death, 
were employed in the Portuguele fleets that vifited Africa 
or Afia, and fent upon hazardous expeditions in the 
newly difcovered countriesr If they fucceeded in the ob- 
jeA of their enterprife, their crimes were expiated for the 
fervice they rendered to the flate; and it was not unufual 
to find men of this defcription, after a few years, reformed 
in mind and manners, and" become ufeful members of 
fociety; The punifliment of tranfporting criminals to 
foreign fettlements alfa originated with the Pdrtugucfe, a . 
mode of punifliment, . perhaps of all others, attended with: 
the mofl falutary confequences to the criminal and' the 
community. 

The Clergy, T am informed, are not confined for of- 
fences in the common prifons, there is one called the AU 
jiibe fet apart for them ; this prifbn. is fituate near the pa-;, 
triarchal church, and under the jurifdidion of the Patriarch* 
Formerly the Clergy could only be arraigned by the canon 
law; but this privilege has been lately fet afide ; they are 
now amenable to the civil law, an ordinance. which gives, 
great fatisfa6bion to the kingdom at large. . 

1 3 There. 


igo TRAVELS IN ?ORTUGAL. 

There is a prifon at the South end of the city, on the 
verge of the Tagus, which at prefent is unoccupied. 
During the adminiftration of the potent minifter it. was 
much crowded, particularly when the edid was firft ifTued 
for the expulfion of the Jefuits. ' 

This prifon may be confidered as the Baflile of Portu- 
gal ; the ftrength of its walls, gratings and cells, ftrike 
the fpe^tor with horror ; and what renders it ftill more 
terrific, is a contiguous rope-walk, in which many an 
unhappy prifoner imagined he faw his defliny ipun. 

Imprifbnment for debt was abolifhed by an edi<5fc in one 
thoufaiui {even hundred and feventy-four ; in its ftead the 
law has prefcribed a more equitable mode to fatisfy the 
leafonable demands of the creditor. 

The Englifti fubjeds who refide here are exempted, in 
fome degree, from the eftablifhed laws of the country, 
as fpecified in the following articles of -the Treaty of one 
thoufand fix hundred and fifty-four : 

AcTicLE VII. — ** For the judging of all caufes relating 

* to the people of this Republic, a Judge Confervator 

* fhall be deputed, from whom no manner of appeal fhall 

* be granted, except to the Senate of Rellagaon, where the 

* law-fuits commenced, and appealed to that court fhall 

* be determined within the fpace of four months.'* 

4. Article 


cc 
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AktictE VIIL " That if any of the people of this 
Republic (hall die within the kingdoms and dominions of 
the moft Serene King of Portugal, the books, accounts, 
goods, and aflets belonging to them, or to others of the 
'^ people of this Repulic, ihall not be feized nor ^offeffed 
" by the judges of the orphans and perfons abfent, or by 
** their minifters and officers ; nor fhall they be liable to 
** their jurifdidion ; but the fame goods, merchandize, 
" and accounts fhall be delivered to the EngUih fa£lors or 
** procurators refiding in that place, who are nominated 
** or deputed by the deceafed : but if the delund, whilft 
** living, did not nominate any, then the laid goods, mer- 
*' chandize, and accounts (hall, by the authority of the 
** Judge Confervator, be delivered to two or more Englifb 
** merchants reiiding in the place, and approved of by 
*' the Englifh Conful, after having given fecurity, by un- 
'< exceptionable bondfmen, (who fliall alfb be approved 
*? by the fame Englifh Conful,) for reftoring the faid goods, 
** merchandize, and accounts to the right owners, or to 
** their true creditors ; and the goods which {hall appear 
''to have been the deceafed* s, fhall be delivered to his 
'* heirs, executors, or creditors.'* 

Article XIII. " That none who are commonly 
** called Alcaydes, (/. e. Bailiffs,) or any other ofEcers of 
" his Royal Majefly, fhall feize or arreft any of the people 
** of this Republic, of 'what rank or condition foever, 

*' except 


(C 
C( 


u 
<c 


19ft TRAVELS IN PO«.TaGAL. 

** except in- a ciiminal caufe, being deteded in any fla- 
** grant fad, unlefs he be firft impowered in writing by 
the Judge Confervator j and that the aforefaid people, 
in all other refpeds, as to their perfons, domeftics, and 
dwdlings, books of accounts, interefts, merchandize, 
** and all other goods belonging to them, ihall enjoy 
equal and the £ime immunity within the dominions of 
the moft Serene King of Portugal, from irhprironment, 
arrefls, and otho* moleftations whatfoever, as already is, 
" or Ihall hereafter be ^nted to any other Prince or people 
" whatfoever in alliance with the King of Portugal ; nor 
** fliall they be hindered by any permit or protection, to 
*' be granted by the faid King to his fubjedls, or others 
frequenting his dominions, from recovering their debts ; 
but they fhall have a right to fue any man to'juftice for 
the recovery of any juft debt, although he be fheltered 
under the patronage or protedion of any perfon what- 
*' foever, or fecured by any Ahara, or written law, ox 
** whether he be a farmer of the revenues^ or in veiled with 

ft 

^ any other privilege." 

Whether fome claufes of ".the above articles have not been 
modified during the adminiftration of the Marquis de 
Pombal, I am not very certain; but the greateft part, if 
not the whole of then\, dill continue in force. 
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Methuen Treaty, 

m 

The laft Treaty of Commerce concluded between 
Portugal and England was in the reign of Queen Anne. 
This is commonly called the Methuen Treaty, on account 
of its being ratified on the part of Great Britain by John 
Methuen Efquirc. As it is very fhort, we (hall give a 
copy of it. 

A Treaty of Commerce betwixt the mofi Serene Lady 
Anne^ ^ueen of Great Britairiy and the mofi Serene 
Lord Don Peter ^ King of Portugal and of the Al- 
garvesy &c. agreed upon and concluded in Lijbon^ the 
2'jth of December 1703. 

Article I. " His Sacred Royal Majefty of Portugal 
*^ promifes, both in his own name and that of his fuc- 
** ceflbrs, to admit forever hereafter into Portugal the 
** woollen cloths, and the reft of the woollen manufac- 
** tures of the Britons, as was accuftomed till they were 
" prohibited by the laws. Never thelefs, upon this con- 
** dition ; that is to fay. 

Article II. " That her Sacred Royal Majefty of 
** Great Britain (hall, in her own name and that of her 
** fucceffors, be obliged for ever hereafter to admit the 

c c ** wines 
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'* wines of the growth of Portugal into Britain ; fo that 
** at no time, whether there fhall be peace or war between 
** the kingdoms of Britain and France, any thing more 
** fhall be demanded for thefe wines by the name of cuf- 
** tom or duty, or by any other title whatfbevcr, dircdiy 
" or indiredly, (whether they (hall be imported into Gfreat 
*' BritaiA in pipes or hogfheads, or other eaiks) than what 
" fhall be demanded for the like quantity or meafiire 
** of French wine, deducting or abating one half of the 
*' cuflom or duty. But if at any time this dedudion or 
** abatement of cufloms, which is to be made as afore- 
** laid, fhall in any mainner be attempted and prejudiced, 
** it fhall be juft and lawful for his Sacred Royal Majefly 
** of Portugal s^ain to prohibit the woollen cloths, and 
** the refl of the Britifh woollen manufadiires. 

.** Given at Lifbon, the 27th of the month of 
" December 1703. 

" John Metbuen, L. S.**^ 

As the trade of England with Portugal is wefi known,, 
we fhall not recapitulate it here t but as that of Ireland 
with Portugal is not generally known, fome account of 
the fame may not be uninterefting. A gentleman refiding 
in Lifbon, who has good information in thefe matters, 
favoured me with the following paper, which I believe 
ha$ not been hitherto publifhed : 


Tpadi 
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Trade of Portugal with Irelan'dy from*March 178 1 till 

March 1782. 


Exports. 

1 


Valae. 

Cork 

• 

MJ^ 1 10* 

Drug* 

- 

4,197 7 xo 

Dying Stuff 

- 

^152 5 * 

Almoads 

> 

599 3^2 II* 

Figs 

- 

650 14 10 

Rufins - 

- 

1,997 "o a 

Suceces Liquoritia 

- 

y^S 16 8 

Oranges and Lemons 

- 

2,893 18 9 

Oil - - - 

- 

3,490 19 d 

Pot Aflies ♦ - 

- 

5,687 10 

Salt 

- 

«ai^56 5 4 

RawSilk 

m- 

621 6 8 

Thrown Silk, undyed 

- 

792 16 

Brandy 

- 

4,605 18 Q 

Vinegar * 

-• 

459 3 9 

Wine 

- 

43,821 10 

Small Articles — 


1,146 II 


99»557 5* * 


. * What it heft csdled Pot AOicb^ is in gate it that name oa aeeouaf of Che wat# 
reality Barilbt fix>iu Spava ; probably they The wine aUb is partly Bpanifli* 


c c a Imports* 
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Imports. 



Value. 

d. 

Beef m 

- 

- 

I9»ii8 a 



Butter 

- 

Iv 

105,846 II 

3 

Candles 

- 

- 

729 4 

2 

Gheefe 

- 

- 

i»5oi 7 

6 

Fifli 

- 

- 

1,118 10 



Tanned Hides * 

- 

- 

4.550 



7.inen Cloth 

«« w 

- 

5*850 14 

It 

Pork 

• 

- 

7.374 



Small Articled 

• 

m 

- 

299 19 

3.1: 

• 


c 

146,3^88 6 

4 


Ohfervations on the Manners and Cuftoms of PortugaL 

The Inhabitants of Lifbon may be .ranked under four 
elafles ; viz, the NobiKty, the Clergy, the Traders, and 
the Labouring People. The ohfervations I am about 
to offer on each clafs contain very little more than may 
be collefted by every one in the flreets or the roads, 
in markets or cottages. To proceed in the moft natural 
order, we fhould begin with the pedeflals of the ftate; 
but for once, we fhall reverfe the order of the ftrudhire, 
and commence with what is called <' the Corinthian 
** Capitals of polifhed Society.** 


* Part of the above articles were for 
Spain, but not mentioned on account of 
the war with Great Britain. The tanned 


hides, fardcularlf, coold not be for the nb 
of Portugal, as the importatioo of them is 
prohSrit^ ia that country. 

The 
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. The Nobility may be confidered as a body entirely dif^ 
tind from the other three ; the principal affairs of the 
ftate are committed to their truft ; they redde in the ca^ 
pital, or its environs^, and feldom vifit their eftates in the 
provinces. They efteem it an honour to- be born in the 
capital, and alfo to dwell there. They are educated like- 
wile at Lifbon, in a college foimded for that purpofe by 
King Jofeph. Hence it is called the Collegio dos NobreSy 
the College of Nobles, Prior to the eftablifliment of this 
college they were educated at Coimbra, a place apparently 
much better adapted for that purpofe ; as it poflefTes many 
advantages not to be found in a commercial city. The 
fragrance of the air, the ftillnefs of the country, and the 
delightful profpe£ts with which Coimbra abounds, are 
great incitements to ftudy; beiidesy it is enriched with 
immcnfe literary treafures, the accumulation of ages; and 
its buildings are very munificent. Now„ the feminary at 
Lifbon is deficient in all thefe poiats. It appears, there- 
fore, that the Nobility have made a bad exchange. There 
is a wide difference between a College of Nobles and a 
noble College. 

The Nobility, comparatively fpeaking, are not very 
rich ; for though their patrimonies are large, their rents are 
fmall. I doubt if any of them has ever feen a map of his 
jeflate, or exafily knows its boundaries. If ever they 
deign to turn their attention towards the conflruding of 
roads and canals, and not confider agriculture a purfuit 

11 unworthy 
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unwdrthy of Gentlemen, they will become the richeft 
Nobility in Europe, on account of the vaft extent of their 
landed poilefiions. 

In the diftribution of their fortunes they fhew great 
prudence without the appearance of parfimony. A coun- 
try wherein there are no race-horfes, licenfed gambling 
houfes, or expensive miftrefles, a Gentleman may live 
fplendidly upon a moderate income;^ fortunately thefe al* 
lurements to difUpation are unknown to them. Nor do 
they excite the envy of the poor by midnight orgies or 
gilded chariots. Their time is fpent between their du^ 
at court, and the focial enjoyments of private parties. 

The fine arts, which to the fuperior clafles of every 
nation of Europe are fources of the moft refined pleafure, 
are almoft entirely negleded by the Nobility of this coun- 
try; neither do they appear to take much pleafure in the 
cultivation of the fciences, though they pofiefs moft ex- 
cellent capacity for both. Their lives are an even tenor 
of domeftic felicities, not remarkable for brilliant adlions, 
and but rarely ftained by vice. The fame of their illuftri- 
ous anceftors juftly entitle them to every honour and re- 
^ed ; but whilft they glory in the remembrance of their 
^achievements, they feem to forget their maxims. It muft 
be allowed, however, that they poflefs many amiable <jua- 
lities. They are religious, temperate, and generous, faith- 
lul to their friends, charitable to the diftrefTed, and warmly 

attached 
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attached to their Sovereign; whofe apprqbationi and a 
peaceful retiretmenty conftitvte the greateft bappiaef^ o£ 
their lives. 

With refped to the Clergy, I wm not furniihed with, 
information fufEcient to form an accurate eftimate ojf their 
true charader, and I fhall not prefume tx> fpcak from re«^ 
port of (6 refpedable a body. Amoi^ tho(e with whonn 
I had the honour to be acquainted^ I found ibme poilefled. 
of great liberality and talents ; in proof of this I need only 
mention his Grace the Bifhop of Beja» whole piety and 
learning would do honour to the Apoftolic or Auguftan 
ages. I might alfb inftance the Abb6 CorrSa chaplain to 
his Grace the Duke de Akfoens^ and Father de Soiiza. 
author of feveral pieces on the Arabic language. 

t 

There are feveral other men of eminent tai^its among: 
the Clergy, but concealed in ^oomy cells; and what 
is. extraordinary, die greater are their talents the more 
careful are they in fecluding themielves from all com« 
munieation with the world. It may be a/ked th«i,.. 
why tbey do not oblige the world with fbme of their 
acquirements ? The reafoh is very obvious; the Pcartuguefe 
language is £0 little known, that there is little or no iale: 
for books written in that language out of the country,, 
and in it, reading is very far from being general ; very few 
books therefore will defray the expence of printing and; 
paper, efpecially if they treat on fcientific fubjeds. Thus 

are 
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are men of letters deterred from making^ themfelves known 
through this laudable channel, and the world is deprived 
of their experience and wifdom. 

It is true, that in all the learned profeflions, men will 
be found who would render more fervice to the commu- 
nity in an humbler fphere, and among the Clergy there 
are, I am forry to add, but too many of this defcription ; 
who are better calculated by nature and education to follow 
the tail of the plough, than to difcharge the important 
ties of that facred profelfion. 

The Merchants are remarkably attentive to. bufinefs, 
and, as far as I could learn, juft and punctual in their 
dealings : they live on a friendly footing with the foreign 
traders who refide here, particularly the Englifh. Bank- 
ruptcies are feldom known among them, and they are 
careful in avoiding litigations ; for it is a well known fad, 
that the Gentlemen of the long robe in Portugal are not 
to be furpafled even by their brethren of the Engliih Court 
of Chancery, in the art of protracting a fuit, 

A Lifbon merchant pafles his hours in the following 
manner : he goes to prayers at eight o'clock, to 'Change 
at eleven, dines at one, fleeps till three, eats fruit at four, 
and lups at nine; the intermediate hours are employed 
in the counting-houfe, in paying vifits, or playing at 
cards. 

To 
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To vifit any one above the rank of a tradefmen, it is 
neceflary to wear a fword and cbapeau\ if the family 
you vifit be in mourning, you muft alfo wear black ; the 
fervants would not confider a vifitant as a gentleman un- 
lefs he came in a coach ; to vifit in boots would be ah 
unpardonable offence, unlefs you wear Ipurs at the fame 
time. The mailer of the houfe precedes the vifitant on 
his going out, the contrary order takes place in coming 
in. 

The common people of Liibon and its environs are a 
laborious and hardy race ; many of them by frugal living 
lay up a decent competence for old age; it is painful to 
behold the trouble they are obliged to take for want of 
prc^r implements to carry on their work. Their cars 
have the rude appearance of the earlieft ages ; thefe vehides 
are fiowly drawn by two flout oxen. The com is fhelled 
by the treading of the fame animals a,8 in the <days of the 
Ifiaelites j hence probably the fcripture proverb, " thoii 
<< fhalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth the corn." They 
have many other cufloms which to us appear very fingu- 
lar ; f6r example, women fit with the left fide towar<ls the 
horfe's head when they ride. A poflilion rides oh the left 
horie. Footmen pky at cdrds whilfl they are w^ting for 
their mafiers. A taylor fits at his work like a fhoemaker. 
A hair-drefTor appears on Sundays with a fword, a cockade, 
aiid two watiihes, or at leafl two watch-dhains. A tavern 
is known by a vine buih. A houfe to be let, by a piece 
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of blank paper. An accoucheufe door, by a white crofs. 
And a Jew is known by his extra catholic devotion. 

The lower clafs of both fexes are very fond of gaudy 

> apparel ; we obferve even the fifli-women with trinkets 

and bracelets of gold about the neck and wrift. The 

fruit-women are diftinguiflied by a particular drefs. In 

plate IX. figure A, we have given the reprefentation of 

• ■ 

one of them, with the afs by which the fruit is conveyed 
to the market. The cuftom of wearing boots and black 
conical caps is peculiar to thefe women ; but for what 
reafon, if any there be, I could not learn. Figure B, in 
the fame plate, is a reprefentation of a woman of Beira 
in the ufual drefs of the females of that province. And 
figure C is a {ketch of a female peafant of the province of 
Alenteju. 

All the drudgery is performed by Gallicians, who may 
be called the hewers of wood and drawers of water of this 
metropolis ; they are patient, induftrious, and faithful to 
a proverb. One of the principal employments, in which 
they are daily engaged, is fupplying the citizens with 
water, which they carry on their ihoulders in finall wooden 
barrels from the different fountains. 


. Every Gallician in this fervitude is obliged, by the po- 
lice of the city, to carry one of thefe vefliels filled with 
water to his lodgings every nighty and in cafe of fire, to 

8 haften 




TUAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 103 

Haften with it to aillft in extinguidiing the fkmes at the 
£rft found of the fire bell ; any negled in this refped is 
feverely puniihed; on the contrary, they are fure to be 
rewarded in proportion to their vigilance. But the people 
are feldom vifited by that dreadful fcourge : during my 
refidence here, there was not an inflance of any accident 
by fire. 

In the houfes of foreign merchants, the Gallicians are 
the only fervants employed, and many of the Portuguefe 
prefer them to the natives in that capacity ; they cook the 
vitals, clean the rooms, and make the beds. If there be 
any female fervants in the houfe under the age of five and 
thirty, they are invifible except to the miftrefs and her 
daughters ; after this age they are left to their own difcre- 
tion, as their charms are then fuppofed to be fufficiently 
faded to render them fecure from the invafions of gal- 
lantry. 

. The Ladies feldom breathe the pure air, except in their 
fliort excurfiohs to the next chapel, which they vifit at: 
Icaft once a day. The figures hereunto annexed (plate X.) 
are reprefentations of a Merchant with his wife and maid-^ 
fervant going to church. Their refpe£tive drefs may be 
inferred from thence. They walk exadly in the order in 
which they are here reprefented, that is to fay, one after 
the other ; hence we thought it reafbnable to facrifice to 
truth the rules of pidurefque grouping. 

D D 2 The 
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The Portiiguefe Lajdies pofSefs many amiaBLe quaHtias ; 
they are chafte, modeft, and extremely afFedionate to their 
kindred. No woman goes out of do^rs without the per- 
mii&on of her hufband or parents. To avoid all fufpicion^ 
men, even though relations, are not allowed to vifit their 
apartments, or to ^t beilde them in public places. Hence 
their lovers are (eldom gratified with a fight of them ex- 
cept in the churches ; here they make fighs and fignals : 

Addrefs and compliment by vifion, 

■Make love andeoun by intuition* IB/dHrat, 

Notwithftanding the watchful eye of the :Duenna, the 
lovers contrive to exchange billet^douxy and that in Co 
fubtle a manner, that none am perceive it whofe breafi: 
glows not with a' fimilar ikme. The little boys who at- 
tend at the altar, are often the mefieogers on thefe occa- 
fions. When one of thefe winglefs cupids receives the 
letter, he makes his way through the audience till he ap- 
proaches the fair one, then he throws himfelf on his knees, 
repeating his Ave Maris ftella, and beating his breaft; 
after finifhing his ejaculations and crofiing his forehead, 
he falls on his face and hands, and fervently kife the 
ground; in the mean time he conveys the letter under the 
Lady*s drapery and brings back another. 

At other times when the lovers are coming out of the 
church, their hands meet as it were by chance in the 
holy water font; by this means they exchange billets, 
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zad enjoy the delegable ple^fure of prefling each other's 
fingers. 

Various arc the contrivances to which they are com- 
pelled to refort, in order to elude fufpicion ; and in no 
part of their lives do they evince more prudence than 
during their courtfhip. Their natural difpofition to fe- 
crecy is the means of their continuing for years under 
the impreilion of the tender paiHon ; and they muil have 
fallen vidims to it, were it not that refined, that virtuous 
love which Guevara defcribes. 

jfrt^ y no quenta ; alumbra y no daima ; quema y no 
confumey refplende y no laflimay puripca y no abrafa \ y 
aun cfiliintay no congoxa. 

It glows, but (corches not; it enlightens, but hurts not;, 
it consumes not, though it bums; it dazzles not, though 
it glitters; it refines without deftroying; and though it be 
hot, yet it is not painful. 

Marri^e-feafts are attended with vaft expence ; the re- 
iburces of the lower dafs axe often exhaufied in the pre- 
parations made on theie oqcafions. The nuptial bed- 
chamber is, ornamented in the moft coftly manner, with 
filks, brocades, and flowers ; even the wedding-fheets are 
trimmed with the finefl lace. 

In 
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In their chiiftenings and funerals alfo they are very ex- 
travagant ; but in other refpe<9:s very frugal and tenaperate, 
particularly the females, who feldom drink any thing but 
water; if they drink wine, it gives riie to (ufpicidn of 
their chaftity, and fufpicion is often held tantamount to a* 
crime. . The Emprefs Dona Lfeanor, daughter of EdWard 
King of Portugal, endeavoured to introduce the like cuf- 
tom among the German Ladies ; but neither her Majefty's 
example or perfuafion could induce them to exchange the 
** milk of Venus" for the limpid rill. 

The abftemioufnefs of the Portuguefe Ladies is confpi- 
cuous in their countenance, which is pale,' tranquil, and 
inodeft; thofe who accuftom themfelves to exercife have, 
neverthelefs, a beautiful carnaition. Their eyes are black 
and expreilive^ their teeth extremely white ^nd regular. 
Iji converfation they are polite and agreeable ; in manners, 
afluafive and unaflfeded. The form of their drefs does 
not undergo a change, perhaps, once in an age; mil- 
liners, perfumers, and fancy-drefs-makers .are profeflions 
as unknown in Lifbon as .in anpient Lacedemon. 

widows arfe allowed to marry, but they do not avail 
themfelves of that privilege as often as in other countries. 
There are many Portuguefe, particularly thofe of the good 
old ftock, who look upon it as a fpecies of adultery fane- 
tioned by the law. 

Women 
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Women do not aflumc the family-names of their huA 
bands, as with us. In all the viciffitudes of matrimony 
they retain their maiden names. 

The men are generally addrefled by their Chriftian 
names, as Senhor Pedro. Supernomes are alfo very com- 
mon here, which are derived from particular trades, re- 
markable incidents, places of refideuce, or ftriking per- 
fonal blemifhes or accomplifhments. 

'^ Strangers' fumames are frequently tranllated, efpecially 
if they bear any allufion to lubftantives or qualities. For 
example, Mr. Wolf, they call Senhor Lobo ; Mr. White- 
head, Senhor Caheqa Branca. To the Chriftian names 
of men and women are often fuperadded thofe of their 
parents, for diftindtion fake. This cuftom obtained very 
much among the ancient Irifh, and is not unufual at this 
day in the Southern provinces of that country. 

With refpeft to the middling clafs, in their ideas and 
manners they differ from thofe of the reft of Europe ; the 
unfrequency of travel, except to their own colonies, ex*- 
cludes them from modern notions and modern cuftoms ; 
hence they retain much of the ancient fimplicity of their 
anceftors, and are more converfant in the tran^xStions of 
A^a or America than of Europe. 
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Whether it proceeds from a fondnefs for cafe, or want 
of curiofity, they appear to have an averfion for travelling, 
even in their own country. A Portuguefe can fteer a (hip 
to Brazil with lefs difficulty than he can guide his horfe 
from Lifbon to Oporto. 

People, thus eftranged from the neighbouring nations, 
are naturally averfe from the influx of mere theoretical 
dodrines, which tend to difturb the tranquillity of efla- 
bliihed opinions. They exclude at dnce the fources of 
modern luxuries and refinements, modern vices and im-> 
provements. 

Hence their virants, comparatively fpeaking, are but 
iew, and thefe are eaiily &tisfied ; their love of eafe ex- 
empts them from many pafllons to which other nations are 
iubje<^ ', grofs offences are rarely known among them^ 
but when once offended they are not eafily a|]ipeafedf 
pafHons that are feldom roufed a£t with the greater vio- 
lence when agitated ; under this im^ffion incUv^iduals 
have fometimes been hurried to violent <aid& of revoa^ $ 
but now, the vigilance of the magiilrate», ted the .•growth 
of civilisation h^ve blunted the pdiat of ^ da^^i*. 

The temperance of the people, and tKsit exeiMpttan 
firom hard labour ; the fragirance of dhe-aix:, and the num- 
ber of mineral (prings with which the CQuntry abounds, 

are 
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are circumftances fo favourable to the human conftitu- 
tion, that we fhould naturally exped: to find the Portu- 
guefe live to a great age, yet there are not many remark- 
able inftances of longevity among them j but there are 
fewer cut off by natural caufes before the age of three- 
fcore, than among an equal number, perhaps, in any other 
part of Europe. One rarely meets a Portuguefe, how-^ 
ever aged, crippled with the gout, or bowed with in- 
firmity. 

The handfomeft perfons of both fexes are foun^ in the 
province of Eftremadura ; that fcourge of beauty, the 
fmall pox, does not rage here with the fame violence as 
in cold climates. The inhabitants negledl one thing, 
which, in a country like this, would tend to expand the 
human frame to its full perfedion, I mean bathing; 
neither do they take exercife enough for the preferyation 
of health. 

The lower clafs are endowed with many excellent qua- 
lities ; they are religious, honed, and fober, affe<9:ionate 
to their parents, and refpe^tful to their fuperiors. We 
muft not, however, expecSt to find them poffefTed of thefe 
qualities on the verge of fea-port towns, as their man- 
ners tire there corrupted by mingling with refugee adven- 
turers from various nations. Strangers, therefore, are often 
mifled, who form the charadler of the people through this 
adulterated medium. It is in the country only they can 

E E ^ be 


2IO 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 


be found, uninfluenced by foreign manners or foreign cuf> 
toms, in their true national ftate ; and there we behold them 
honefl, obliging, affable, and mannerly. A Portuguefe 
peafant will not walk with a fuperior, an aged perfon, or 
a ftranger, without giving him the right-hand fide, as a 
mark of refpcd. He never pafles by a human being 
without taking off his hat, and ialuting him in thefe 
words , the Lord preferve you for many years » In fpeaking 
of an abfent friend, he fays, morro com faudades de o ver : 
I die with impatience to fee him. Of a morning, when 
lie meets the companions of his toil in the field, he falutes 
them in a complaifant manner, and inquires after their 
little families. His day's work is computed from the 
rifing oi the Sun to its fetting ; out of which he is al- 
lowed half an hour for breakfafl and two hours for dinner, 
in order to refrefh himfelf with a nap during the meridian 
heat. If he labour in the vineyard, he is allowed a good 
portion of wine. When his day's work is over he fings 
vefpers, and on Sunday he attunes his guitar, or joins 
in a fandango dance, as reprefented in Plate XI. His 
male children are educated in the neighbouring convent, 
whence he alfo receives fuftenance for himfelf and family, 
if diflreffed or unable to work. They all imagine their 
country is the blefled Elyfium, and that Lifbon is the 
greateft city in the world. In their proverbial language, 
they fay, " he who has not feen Lifbon has fcen nothing." 
Indeed they have proverbs for almofl every thing, which, 
being founded on long experience, are generally true, 

though 
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though the above is a ftriking inflance to the contraiy. Of 
the countries which, like their own, do not produce corn, 
wine, and oil, they entertain but a mean opinion. They 
pidure to themfclves the mifery of the inhabitants of 
Northern climates, who {hudder in the midft of froft and 
fiiow, whilft they themfelves are bafking in their green 
fields. Thefe circumflances, and the afFe<9:ionate attach- 
ment they have for their King, endear them to their na- 
tive foil. They centre a great portion of their happinefs 
in the fine climate with which nature has blefied them, and 
the abundance of delicious fruit the foil yields with little 
labour. Under every misfortune they' are fure to find con- 
folation in religion; and next to thefe divine favours, 
mufic is the greatcft folace of their lives : it diflipates the 
forrows of the poor man, and refines the fentiments of 
the rich ; life glides on agreeably amidft fuch endearing 
foenes. It would be vain to perfuade a Portuguefe that he 
could enjoy fuch happinefs in any other part of the globe : 
he is nurtured in this opinion, and if chance or misfortune 
fhould impel him into a foreign land, he pines as if in a 
flate of captTvity. 

# 

A ftiort time before I left Lifoon I dined at a Spanifli 
ordinary, near the convent of St. Francis, in company 
with a gentleman who was a native of Malta, and a 
Knight of that Order. The univcriality of his informa- 
tion, and the liberality of his remarks, induced me to 
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requeft his opinion refpe^ting the Portuguefe. Thefe are 
his obfervations on that head, as nearly as I can recoiled: 

" There are no people in Europe, Sir, whofe real cha- 
rader is lefs known than thofe of Portugal ; for as their 
language is but little ftudied or underftood, our know- 
ledge of them is derived chiefly from the Spanifli writers, 
and a Spaniard is rarely known to fpeak favourably of the 
Portuguefe. The latter, on the contrary, whatever might 
be their real opinion of the former, are induced by the pre- 
cepts of Chriftian charity to fpeak re{pefi:fully of them. 
Of this we have a ftriking inftance in Jofeph Texera, a 
Portuguefe Friar of the Dominican Order. This Friar 
lived in the fixteenth century, and was confeffor to Don 
Antonio, heir prefumptive to the crown of Portugal, 
whom he followed into France. He there declared from 
the pulpit, inone of his Sermons, that we are bound in 
duty to love all men^ of whatever religion^ feSly or nation^ 
even the CafitUans, 

" From the political enmity which for ages have fub- 
lifted between the two rival powers, it is probable that the 
accounts we receive of the Portuguefe through the medium 
of the Spaniards are not altogether to be depended upon. 
On the other hand, if we talie the charader of the Portu- 
guefe from the native writers, we (hall imagine they pof- 
fefs not only all the good qualities in exiftence, but are 
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exempted from all the bad ones. This is like a painter 
vainly attempting to produce a fine pidure without 
fliadows. 

^f- From the bed information I can colled, the ancient 
Port'ugueie have been a brave, adive, and generous people,. 
At a time when the other nations of Europe were funk 
in floth and ignorance, they were employed in propagating" 
Chriflianity, in extirpating Infidelity,, and enlarging our 
knowledge of this ^here» 

*' Neceffity, the parent of adion,. was the ^urce of 
all their great enterprifes ; attacked on one fide by a pow*^ 
erful and reftlefs neighbour, on the other by the Moors, 
who had k>ng infefted the country, their iucurfions and 
confpiracies required the exertions of every finew of the 
ftate to preferve its independence. At length the horde 
of Infidels were expeUed^ and the pride of the Caftilians 
humbled.. 


** In the reign of John the Firft, when the Portuguete 
found themfelves fecure from foreign or domeftic foes, 
their troops then inured to fatigue, and their Captains^ 
animated by military fame, purfued the Barbarians into 
Afiica. Their contefts in this quarter, though unprofit^ 
able, and almoft ruinous to the ftate, were ultimately 
attended with confequences very fertunate for the powers 
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of Europe; as they diffu fed a fpirit of enterprife which 
afterwards led to all the modern difcoveries in navigation. 

" The Lufitanian foldiers were brave and hardy, in- 
nured to all the hardships of war, fatigue, hunger, and 
thirft, which they bote, with great patience in the hotteft 
climates. In the field their courage bordered on rafhnefs; 
their natuiral impetuofity could never be retrained even 
by the moft rigid military difeipline ; the/ were too am- 
i>itious of fignalizing their valour out of the ranks, by 
-which they fometimes caufed their defeat in deranging 
-the order of battle ; but when they fought in a phalanx, 
the enemy found them invincible. 

'* The ricl^es of Alia, the relaxation of dilcipline, to- 
gether with the ignorance and rapacity of the Governors 
of India, at length corrupted the manners of the {bldiers, 
and defaced evety trace of their ancient cbarader. 

** Every department of the ftate was haftening to ruin, 
mhsik King SebaAian aicen(fed the throne; in him, as their 
laft refine, were centered the hopes of the people ; and 
the tokens of virtue and courage he had given them in the 
early part of his life, feemed to promife the accomplifh- 
;ment of their expe^tions : he certainly inherited a great 
■portion of the vsdour of his anceftors^ though time evinced 
;that lie pqSkSkd but very little of their prudence. No 

Prince 


TRAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 


«ij 


Prince was ever more enamoured with a love of fame, ncM* 
{ought a more indired road towards the attaining of it. 
The happinefs of his people is what conftitutes the real 
fame of every Monarch ; yet this was thie leaft of Sebaftian's 
purfuit. The vain glory of excelling in arms occupied his 
fble attention, and that glory he promifed to himfelf in the 
plains of Africa : but, alas ! he, and the greater part of 
thofe who accompanied him thither, found there not 
laurels, but an untimely grave. 

*' The death of this Prince would have been the lefs 
regretted, if he had not left a fucceilbr to fill the throne 
who was in the decline of life and underftanding, without 
energy, without abilities to heal the bleeding wounds of 
his expiring country. Providence, apparently, feeing its 
diflblution approach, fent a Cardinal King to give it the 
dying benedidion. Thus we find that flates, like indivi^- 
duals, have their infancy, maturity, and decline; and what 
is not a little remarkable of this, it commenced with a. 
Henry, and with a Henry it expired. The firft was a 
hero and a ftatefman, the latter poflefled neither of thefe. 
qualities, nor fupplied the w^nt of them by his wifdom. 

t 

" Philip the Second now appended the crown of Portugal' 
to that of Spain. It had been the invariable policy ofx 
this Prince, and of his fucceflbrs, to render Portugal fub- 
fervient by reducing its refburces, which they were carry- 
ing into d£b€t. every day, till at length the Portuguefe, no. 
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longer able to bear the chains of their foreign mailers, re- 
volted ; and, by their refolution and unanimity, fupplied 
the want of forces in calling ofF their bondage ; and ever 
fince, the kingdom is gradually advancing to profperity 
under its native and lawful Sovereigns. 

"It is evident, however, that the advancement of the 
country is by no means proportionate to its vafl refources ; 
nor is the ancient military {pirit of the people yet revived. 
Some remains of the courage of their anceftors may ftill 
linger among them ; but the contempt in which they hold 
the profeffion of arms is fiifficient to extinguifti every 
fpark of military enterprife. For feveral years pall they 
have admitted officers into the regiments of infantry with- 
out talents or education, whofe ignorance multiplied abufes 
.and relaxed difcipline. The abufe at length advanced to 
that degree, that officers were appointed from among the 
domeflics of noble families. When Count de Lippe was 
appointed Commander in chief of the forces of the king- 
dom, he endeavoured to eflablifh the dignity of the pro- 
feffion. One day he happened to dine with a Portuguefe 
Npbleman, who was a Colonel in the fervice ; one of the 
fervants who attended at table was dreffed in an officer's 
uniform: on inquiry, he found this attendant was a Cap- 
tain in a regiment of infantry ; on which the gallant Cpm- 
mander immediately rofe up and indfled upon the military 
iervant's fitting at table next himfelf. 
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** It has always been the policy of the wifeft Generals 
to preferve a degree of- honourable dignity in the army ; 
for pride is as commendable in a foldier as humility in a 
prieft ; but fervility and military fpirit are incompatible. 
This was the Count de Lippe^s maxim ; and fiich was his 
zeal for the honour of the profedion, that he declared 
openly it was a difhonour to an officer not to demand, or 
refufe to give, {atisfadion for an offence. 

" Since the reign of Jofeph the Fir ft, there has been a 
great change for the better, not only in the army, but in 
almoft every other department of the ftate. When that 
Prince afcended the throne, agriculture and manufadures 
were fo much negle<Sted, that the people depended upon 
foreign nations for food and raiment ; the arts were de- 
fpifed, and the revenues unprodudive. The Englifli, pur- 
fuant to thd Methuen treaty, fupplied the Portuguefe with 
woollen cloths, in, exchange for which they were to re^ 
ceive the wines of the country. The encouragement held 
out by this treaty for the growth of vtdne, and the facility 
which long experience has given the Portuguefe in that 
branch of hufbandry, induced the farmers to negleft the 
cultivation of corn, and convert their fields into vineyards ; 
thus the grape increafed in proportion as the grain di-> 
minifhed. 

" This was partly the ftate of P^tugal when King 
Jofeph appointed Senhor Carvalho, £^terwards Marquis de 
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Pombal, his Prime Minifter. The adminiilration of this 
great fktefman forms an epoch in the amials of Porttigal. 
He endeavoured, and not in vain, to direct the attentiott 
of the people to their real intereft ; the landh<^ders were 
compelled to dimimfh their vineyards, and appropriate a 
third part of them to grain and other fpecies of culture. 
This wife regulation was attended with (uch falutary 
effeds, that to this day it is coniidered one of the moft 
beneficial a<^s of his adminiilration* 

'* As the natural refult of agriculture is population, he 
prepared employment for the ri&ig generation, by efla-^ 
blifhing manufadories of different kinds ; induflry thus 
excited, the coufitry began ta wear a new face; the 
merchant engroffed the trade heretofore carried on by 
foreigners, and the farmer fed and clothed himfelf and his 
family with the produce of his natire foiL 

" The Marquises efForts, thus far crowned widi {ucoelsy 
urged him to further exerticms ; he endeavoured to propa- 
gate a iimilar fpirit of induftry amcuig the Ccdonifby wha 
had long felt the inertia of the mother country* But 
knowing how vain it was to exped either adivity or in- 
dnftry from a people groaning with die clmins of ikvery, 
he publiOied an edi£t, whereby the inhabitants of Brazil, 
and of the other colonies appertaining to the crown, were 
to be reftored to their freedom, and to enjoy the fame 
immunities as the natives of Portugal. An ad fb replete 
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with juftice and humanity, is fufHcient to expiate many 
of the political fins imputed to the Marquis de Pombal, 
and is a lafting honour to Portugal, which was the firft 
among the modern nations of Europe that enflaved man- 
kind, and the firft that fet the humane example of their 
emancipation. It was alio the firft that taught Europe 
navigation and commerce upon a comprehendve fcale: 
had not Prince Henry exifted, we fliould not, probably, 
have ever heard of Columbus. It is to the dif cover ies of 
the Portuguefe in the old world (fays Voltaire) that we are 
indebted for the new. They were, in fa<St, the firft that 
explored the coaft of Africa, that fuggefted the exiflence 
of the Weftern world, and difcovered the road to India. 
A people who havip been thus early in fo many cnter- 
prifing purfuits, and exhaufted their vigour when moft of 
the furrounding nations were but waking from their {lum- 
ber, nught reafonably be allowed to t^ke a refpite. They 
are now but conxmencing their career anew ; and it mufl 
be left to time to determine whether they will ever more 
re-eftablifh the once rcfpedable name of Lufitanians." 
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The following obfervations on the ftate or the weather, 
I am indebted for to my friend the Reverend Herbert Hill, 
Chaplain to the Britifh Fadory at Lifbon. 

RxtraBs from Meteorological Ohfervationsy made at Lijbon 

in tife Tears ijS^y 1784, 1785. 

1783. 1784. 1785. 


Fair weather P^ya 171 

Cloudy and fhowers — — 106 
Settled rain - -^ — 88 


132 
67 


^SS 'I The general number of 

127 > days of fair weather it 

g ^ \ fuppofed to be 200^ 


1783. 
1784. 

1785- 


Quantity of Rjuq mark'd by lines^ X2 to a French inch. 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Mnj. June. July. Av^. Sept. 0£k. Nor. Dec. 

-52t 35 46t 8t 21 »at o 1 4 ^yf 4at 79i 
-32 44 91 41 8 o 00 6 45 

-61 45 4^ 3S 27 Qt Ot 15 34 27 


30 
21 


106 
76 


1783, medium 274. 

1784, 33 i- {.PolegadaSj or Inches— tt ought ta be, as is. 

1785, 


t7 

32^ J fuppofed^ only ^3 Polegadas. 


State of the Thermometer, medium heat fuppofed to be 63^^ 
1783 — medium heat for the year, about s^*^ 

Jan. Feb, Mar. Apr. May. Jane. Ji4y. Aug. Sept. OA» Nor.. Dec 

1784—54 sS 57 57 67 70 73 73. 71 6a 54 51 

the mediiun therefore is 62^ notwithflanding the thermometer 
on June 15 was at 97, oa July 16 at 99, on Auguft 13, 
for two hours, at 106, and the day after at 103, on Decem*^ 
ber 4. it was at 30.^ 

1785 — ^the mean heat was 62 1, the thermometer never rofe higher 
than 94, expreffed by decimals, the mean monthly heat was 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. June. July. Aug. Sept. 06t, Nov. Dec. 

539 522 56a 620 655 710 745 704 696 639 545 52a 
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State of the Barometer, mean height at the fea 28 Polegadas^ 2 Line8> 
for elevated fituations — i Line equal to 73 Feet. 


1 783-^2 8. 2 1 4 Feb. 16 and 19 Dec* 
1784 — 28.7 21 April 
1785 — 28.6 9 January 


27.5 2 Nov. 

27.5 27 Dec. 

27.6 17 Feb. 


Variation of die Needle was obferved about the. latter end 
of the year 1785 to be about 23*, or fomewhat more. 

1 777, was remarkably wet* 

1779 and 1782, the quantity of rain only 20 Polegadas. 

1783, it rain'd 240 times in 124 days— Meafured by tsme, 
it rainM 572 hours, or 24 days. 

1784, — — 384 timeS) or 23. days. 
^7^5^ """"• ^3^ times, or 19 days. 

1782, February 19^ it fhowM. 

17839 February iS^ and March 12, tt hiuFdw 


Ohfervations for 1781. 


Fair weather 200 
Cloudy - 88 
Rain - 77 


Pol. I 
Quantity of rain 23 7 
Dec. 6. to Dec. 27. 9t 
18 only ^ 18 Lines* 


Therm. 11 July 99* 1 * 1. - i.. r.i. j: • 

10 Jan.. 34<^ \ mean height of the year 63^ 


Pol. L. 


Barom. 9 Det. 2 


n 


^7 5 7 
28 8^3 


oS a 


Number 
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Number of Marriages^ Births^ and Deaths regi/kred st Ufi^n in ibc 

Years 1788 and 1789. 

Anno 1788. A^fto 1789* 

Marriages - - 1560. . • • 1598^, 

Births - - i704i* - « ^S^"^* 

* Deaths • - 5*54* - ■ 5^8^ 

Of the Portuguefe yeixis. 

The late Lord Tarawkjr appears to have entertained a 
fingular opinion of the iohabitonts of Portugal, when he 
afferted that they were compofed of Jews and Sebaflians. 
One clafs of thefe, he fays, expeft the' commg of the 
Mefliah ; the other, King Sebaftian. Which of thefe two 
parties have the ftronger &itk I leave the reader to con- 
jedure; but I mdft obferve, with his Lord(hip*s per- 
miflion, that there* is a third party in Portugal, which 
includes almoft every individual in it, who expe<9: neither 
until the Millennium. There might, indeed, be ftill a 
few in the kingdom who are in expedation of the Mefliah ; 
but even thefe few are obliged to confefs that he is already 
come. . .. 

Among the Jews of this country were formerly to be 
found men of great talents. The celebrated edition of 
the Bible, which was publifhed at Farrara in one thoufaiid 
five hundred and fifty-three, was tranflated by a Portu- 

* The Friars, Nuns, and their domeftics, are not included in the lift of deaths. 
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gtiere Jew ; it is rendered nearly word for word with the 
original Hebrew text into a fort of corrupt Spanifh, then 
uied in the Jewifli fynagogues. Such words in the tranf- 
]ation as are not in the original are marked with aileriflcs. 
Tim work was reprinted in fine characters at Holland in- 
one thoufand fix hundred and thirty ; but many of the 
words were altered, with a view to render them more intel-' 
ligibl*^ and ieveral of the afteriiks were omitted. Th& 
firfl editicMi is become very fcarcc* 

In the reign of John the Firft they had their fynagogue* 
and Rabbins in Portugal ; and John the SeccMid and £ma<' 
nuel tolerated them at the commencement of thek* reigns.^ 
Duarte Nofmex, a Jew, who was banifhed from Portugal, 
his native country, in the fixtcenth century^ was preferred 
by the Catholic King to be a privy-counfeUor on account 
c^ his great abilities, though all of that perfuafion were 
formerly banHfaed from Spain. 

The following account of their expulfxon fronv Portugal 
is chidSy extraded from Oforio, Bifhop of Sika,. whofe 
felation is efleemed the mofl corred; extant ; as he had 
the befl infcnmation on the fubjeS:, suid was an eminent 
and impartial hiftorian, as well as sirChrifHan philofc^her.- 

Their Caftilian Majeftiesy Ferdinand and I&belia, hav* 
mg conceived an averfion to this people, who were charged 
with many a^ of impiety againft the- ChriAian religion,. 
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banifhed them from their dominions in the year one thou- 
fand . four hundred and eighty-two. They difperfed into 
different places, but the greateft part fled to. Portugal. 
John the Second gave them fhelter, on condition that each 
ihould pay him eight Ducats, and quit the kingdom at a, 
limited time, otherwife they fhould become flaves; he 
was bound to furnifh veflels to tranfport them wherever 
they thought proper, and to give full liberty to. aU who 
had a mind to depart. 

Whilft King John's fl:ate of health permitted him to 
difcharge the affairs of the kingdom, he was careful in 
performing his promife ; he gave orders to commiflioii 
veffels to tranfport them wherever they deflr^, and.coni> 
manded that none fhould moleft them. His orders, how- 
ever, were not attended to, for the captains and ieamen 
treated them in the moft cruel manner, keeping them 
cruifing backwards and forwards on the ocean till all their 
provifions became exhaufted, and were conftrained to buy 
of the captdns at fo exorbitant a rate, that on landmg 
they were ftripped to the very fhirts ; nor did their wives 
and daughters efcape the violence of thefe tyrants, but 
became vidims to their luft. 


» «« 


The reft of the Jews who remained in Portugal, partly 
alarmed with the apprehenfions of fuch barbarous iifage, 
and partly hindered by want of money to procure nccef- 
^ies for the voyage, remained in the kingdom till the 
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time prefcribed had elapfed, and thus forfeited their liberty. 
Whoever now wi(hed to have a Jewifli flave petitioned 
the King, who generally afllgned them to fuch perfons as 
he knew to be of a mild and merciful difpofition, and 
difpofed to lighten the chains of the miferable wretches. 
This happened a (hort time before the death of John ; 
but it was the general opinion, efpecially of thofe who 
had been moft converfant with the King, that, had he 
lived a little longer, he would have given them their free- 
dom' upon eafy terms. 

Such was the Situation of the Jews when Emanuel be- 
gan his reign. This Prince being fenfible that neceffity, 
not choice, caufed them to continue in Portugal after the 
limited time, generoufly reftored them to their liberty. 
Induced by a grateful fenfe of fuch extraordinary bene- 
volence, they offered him a large fum of money, which 
he refufed ; being refolved to gain their affe<^ons by kind 
treatment, and by degrees to convert them to the Chriflian 
faith. 

« 

The peace, however, of the unhappy Jews was 01 
ihort duraticKn : the clamour raifed againft them through- 
out the nation induced the King to take the matter again 
into [confideration. His council was divided in opi- 
nions, whether the Jews, who had been driven out of 
Spain, and taken up their refidence in Portugal, fliould he 
banifhed from thence or allowed to remain. In the meaa 
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time, the King and Queen of Cailile fent letters to Ema* 
nuel, earaeftly intreating that he would not fufFer fuch i 
penrerfe people, fo much under the difpleafure of God 
and the odium of men, to remain in his dominions. 

m 

Emanuel looked upon this as a point of the utn^oft 
delicacy. Some of his counsellors were of opinion that 
they ought not to be exterminated, fince the Pope himfelf 
had permitted them to dwell in his territories. Induced 
by his example, feveral ftates in Italy, and many Chiiftian 
Princes in Germany, Hungary, and other parts of Europe, 
liad alfo granted the fame liberty, and sdlowed them to 
carry on trade and bu^efs of all ibrts. Befldes, (faid 
they,) their banifhment can never reclaim them; for 
wherever they go diey will carry their pcrvcrfe difpofitions. 
A change of country will never efle^ a change of fentiment 
in their depraved minds* Should they pais into Africa, 
on being driven from hence, which is not improbable, all 
hopes of their converfion muft be loft. Whilft they live 
among Chriftians, many of them will be influenced by 
fnendfhip and example to embrace the Chriftian faith, as 
ibme have already done, which can never be expeded 
when they come to be mixed with blind and fiiperftitious 
Mahometans. JBefides, it will be very detrimental to 
the public intereft, if thofe people, ibme of whom pof- 
leis confiderable riches, carry their wealth to the Moors, < 
and teach our enemies the arts they have learned in our 
nation* 
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On the other hand, thofe of a diiFerent opinion af- 
firmed, that the Jews, not without reafon, had been ba-* 
nifbed from Spain, JPrance, and many places in Germany, 
by Princes who fet a lefs value upon the increafe of their 
revenues than the interefts of religion: they perceived the 
dangerous confequences of allowing fuch a people to 
remain in their dominions ; that they were apt to impofe 
on the fimple and mk&. the illiterate with their perni>t 
cious do6b*ine ; that it would be very in^rudent to put 
the lead confidence in men fo inveterate againft our holy 
religion, who were bound by no ties or obligaticms, but 
ready to facrifice every thmg to their intereft, pry into the 
lecrets of the ftate, and ^ve Intelligpace to our enemies. 
It would likewife ((aid they) be more eligible to banifh 
them immediately when they can only carry away the 
wealth they have (craped together in other countries, than 
to allow them to remain longer, and then to difmifs them, 
aiter they (hould have amafied confiderable riches. 

Emanuel was influenced by the latter opinion, and de^ 
creed, that all the Jews, and Moors likewife, who had 
refufed to embrace the Chriilian faith, fiiould quit his do* 
minions ; and fixed a day, after which all tho& who re- 
mained in Portugal were to loie their liberty. 


When the day approached, they b^an to pTjCpare for 
their departure. Emanuel was greatly afHi.d:ed to think 
that .fo many thoufands of people ihould be driven into 
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baniHiineat ; and was defirous, at leaft, to convert their 
children. For this purpofe he devifed a fcheme, which, 
in fad, was contrary to all juftice and equity, though 
eventually attended with good confequences to the king- 
dom. He ordered all the children of the Jews, under 
fourteen years of age, to be forcibly taken, from their pa- 
rents, that they might be educated in the Chriftian faith j 
an order which, in the execution, was attended with the 
moft afFeding circumftances* 

What a moving {pe<EiacIe wasr this to behold 1. Children 
torn from the embraces of their fcreaming mothers ; others 
dragged from the necks of their weeping fathers, and af~ 
fe^onate brothers and fifters, about to be feparated for 
ever. The city of Lifbon was filled with cries, and la- 
mentations ; even the fpe^tors could not refrain from 
tears. Fathers and mothers,, moved with indignation, 
were commonly feen to lay violent hands upoa themielves, 
and precipitating, out of love and companion, their infant 
children into wells and pits, to avoid the feverity of this 
decree. 


There was ftill another calamity that bore hard upon 
the unfortunate victims ; fuch as were defirous of leaving 
the country had not the liberty of fo doing. The King 
was fo intent upon making converts of them, that he re- 
fblved, partly by rewards, partly by neceffity, to invite or 
compel them to embrace the Chriftian faith. By agree- 
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ment he was to have provided them with fhipping, and 
to allow them to depart unmolefted; but this he put 
off from time to time, and obliged them to refott from 
all quarters to Lifbon, to be fent abroad, though at firft 
he promifed three difFerent ports for their departure. 

The time was fo protra<9Eed by thefe delays, that the day 
fixed upon had elapfed, and all who remained forfeited their 
Kberty. Thus haraiTed, they at length afleded to become 
Chriftians ; by which they were reftored to their liberty^ 
and recovered their children.. The King gave them great 
encouragement,, fo that many of them lived contentedly 
in the Portuguefe dominions. . *• Upon whofe faith, (fays- 
** Montaigne,) as alfo that of their pofferity, even to this 
" day, few Portuguefe can rely, or believe them to be real 
** converts, though time and cuflom are much more po- 
•' tent counfellors ia fuch changes, than all other con- 
** ftraints.'* 

Such were the methods ufed to bring about the conr- 
vcrflon of the Jews \ but furely it mufl be confefleA to be 
unwarrantable. Will any one pretend to maintain^ that 
k is confiflient with the principles of common juflice, or 
of religiony to force perverfe and obflinate minds into a. 
belief of things which, in reality, they rejedl and de— 
fpife ? Can any one pretend to hinder, the freedom of the- 
will, or fetter the underflanding ? It is impofUble, and 
dircdly averfe from the dodrine of Chrifl, He does not 

take 
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take pleafure in any thing that proceeds from force or 
conftraint ; he is plcafed only with a voluntary facrifice 
flowing from the heart. He does not command violence 
to be offered to the underftanding of men, but to invite 
them by reafbn and geiitlenefs to the contemplaticMt c^ 
true religion. Befides, what is more prefumptuous than 
for a mortal to take upon him to do what the Divine 
Spirit only can effed. It is He alone who is able to en- 
lighten and purify the minds of men ; and iiicb as He 
£nd8 not altogether perverie and repugnant to His holy 
influence, He removes from darkne^ to the light of Chri^ 
tianity* 

That many of the Jews were not fincere in thmr con- 
vet^oa has beei} oft^i evinced fince the above period, by 
the numbers that have fuffered perfecution, or quitted the 
country to avoid the rigour of the inquifition. The greateft 
part of them have fettled in England and Holland ; and 
among the Jews who refide in thefe countries, thofe of 
Portugal are £iid to be the moft refpedable charaders. I 
know one of them in this country who is much refpeded 
:Bnd efteemed l^ all who know him for his amiable qua- 
lities; he is kind and affedionate to his relations, and 
"Warmly attached to his friends, among whom are people 
'oof various feds, Jews and Gentiles^ If many of the de- 
fcription of Mr. Rebel lo of Hackney have been banifhed 
ixom. Portugal, the lofs muft be very great indeed. 

. And 
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And yety notwithfUnding the perfecQtions they have 
A^ered, the love of that country is To rooted in their na- 
ture, that many of them have been known to import earth 
from Liibon, and enjoined their (urviving friends, as their 
laft dying requeft, to depofite it along with their corpfe. 
This is literally carryii^ the love of country into the grave. 
There is {(Hnething in the air and foil of P(»rtugal Co con- 
genial to the difpofition of the Ifraelites, that when once 
accuftcnned to it, neither time, not change, nor perfecu^ 
tion, can alter their a^TedHons for it. Lufitania, in fhort, 
is their favourite land; their Salem; for which they mourn 
< wherever fate compels them to flray, like their anceftors of 
old on the banks of the Euphrates, who hung their harps 
on willow branches, and fighed for their beloved Salem- 


Father Lewis de Soi^a, 

It is to the pen of this Father that I am' indebted for 
the hiftory of the Royal Monaftery of Batalha,. of which 
I have given a translation in my account q& that jR!ru<3tire« 
Aihongft the hiftorians of Portu^l,. he hdds the firft rank 
in point, of ftyle and veracity^ As the circumftance which 
induced him to feclude himfelf ^om the world and become 
a friar is rathet fingular, a fhc»-t account of it may not be 
unacceptable to the reader. 

In one thoufand five hundred and fcventy-eight, when 
Don Sebaftian, King of Portugal, was defeated and flain. in a 
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pitched battle againft Muly Moloch, Emperor of Morocco, 
many of the Nobility of Portugal who accompanied him 
ihared the fame fate, and others who fell into the enemy's 
hands were made captives. 

Amongft the Gentlemen who accompanied King Sebaftian 
in this unfortunate expedition, there was one whofe name 
the biographer has omitted ; it was included, however, in 
the return of .the flain. When his wife who refided in 
Lifbon received the intelligence, flie neverthelefs enter- 
tained hopes that it might have been a miAake, and that 
Heaven would yet fevour her with a fight of him. 

Under this pleafing expectation Ihe remuned ten years, 
notwithftanding the repeated accounts fhe received from 
the agents employed to redeem the captives confirmed 
the relation of his death. Her friends, who were convinced 
of the truth of it, entreated her to relinquifh the idea of 
ever feeing him, and to enter once more into the marriage 
ftate. 

Soufa, at this time, moved in the firft circles of fafhion : 
his company was much fought for, as he was an excellent 
fcholar, as well as an accompliflied Gentleman, he paid 
his addreffes to this Lady : her incredulity refpe<3:ing her 
hufband*s death, at this time, began to give way, and fhe 
was prevailed on by her relations to give him her hand. 
Accordingly they were married, and lived together in the 

greatefl 
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greateft harmony ; but it was of fhort duration : a mer- 
chant from Africa arrived in Lifbon, fought out the Lady, 
and informed her, that he was charged with a commiiHon 
from her hufband who was in captivity, and relied upon 
her afledions to expedite his releaie. 

The unfortunate woman, quite overwhelmed with (hame 
and furprife in this affefting dilemma, afked de Soufa*s ad- 
vice, who was alfo aftonifhed at the news. As he was a 
prudent and confcientious man, he refolved to be guided 
in a matter of fuch delicacy by the pureft dilates of 
honour. 

In the firft place, in order to afcertain the fad, he had 
recourfe to an ingenious expedient; he conduced the 
meffenger to a pidure gallery in his hou(e, told him 
that a portrait of the Gentleman whom he afHrmed to 
have feen was in the coUedion, and requefled him to 
point it out as a proof that there was no miftake in his 
declaration. The merchant endeavoured to excufe him- 
felf, faying, that a long ftate of fervitude and cruel treat- 
ment had made fuch a change in the captive Gentleman, 
that he doubted if his mod intimate friends could recog- 
nize him were he prefent ; neverthelefs, fays he, fome 
leading features induce me to think that this is his por- 
trait, pointing to the identical one. Soufa, from this and 
other collateral circumftances, was now convinced o£ the 
truth of the whole, and applauded the merchant for his 
humanity, 

H H This 
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This afFair afFe<fted Soufa very much; he deliberated 
with himfelf in what manner to ad; at length he refolved, 
having no children to provide for, to retire from the world, 
and feclude himfelf in a monaftcry. The wife approved 
the refolution, and as a proof of her grief and affedion, 
retired alfo into a nunnery near Lifbon. But previous to 
their feclufion, they uled every means in their power, to 
refcue the unfortunate Gentleman from captivity. 

Soufa now entered into the Dominican order, and lived 
in the convent of Bemfica near Lifbon. The Fathers of 
this order, defirous of completing the hiftory of their founda- 
tion, thought this a favourable opportunity, and knowing 
Soufa to be a man of great talents, they requefled him to 
undertake the taflc, and perfed what Cacegas, a friar of the 
fame order, had begun. He accordingly fet about it, and 
after many years Jabour, publifhed it in the year one thou- 
fand fix hundred and nineteen, under the name of Cacegas, 
and his own ; thus, from his extreme modefly, dividing the 
honour of the work, the whole of which he could juflly 
claim as his own; but poflerity has done juflice to his 
memory, and Cacegas*s name is now remembered only 
through Soufa's works. 

His fads are faid to be accurate and well arranged ; his 
dedudions natural and folid; his flyle throughout is 
fimple and nervous ; and what adds greater honour to 
his memory, he was a man of exemplary piety and hu- 
manity, 6 

In 
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In the year one thoufand feven hundred and ninety, 
Father John de Souza, who we before mentioned (page 15^ 
and 199) publiflied a curious coUedion of papers, entitled 
Documentos Arabicos^ which he translated into Portuguefe, 
by permiflion of her Majefty, from the original Arabic 
manufcripts, depofited in the royal archives of Lifbon. 
They chiefly confift of copies of letters that pafled be- 
tween the Kings of Portugal and the tributary Princes of 
India in the fixteenth century. We flaall attempt to ren- 
der one of them into Englifh from the Portuguefe verfion, 
which is written in the true fpirit of the adulatory ftyle. 


A Letter from the King of Melindd, to Emanuel King 

of Portugal. 

'< With the mofl: profound refped, exalted and honour- - 
able expreilions, praifes, falutations, and greetings from an 
humble and faithful fervant, (who implores forgivenefs 
from the majefty of God,) the Xeque Wagerage, to the 
prefence of the moft illuftrious, happy, efteemed, fincere, 
praife-worthy, protecting, permanent, and invincible Mo- 
narch £mani]^l, to whom appertain evety kihdnefs, favour, 
and honoiu:. His name is celebrated by the people of 
every region; his beneficence is perpetual, and his fame 
everlafting. Lord of the ennobled court, of the kingdom 
of difcoveries, and of the palace of treafures. His iubjeds 
are vi<9x)rious, his caftles formidable, his garriibns forti- 
fied, his batteries elevated,, his walls decorated, his ftreets 
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ornamented, his houfes lofty, his palaces admirable, hh 
people juft, his clergy humble, his monks learned, hk 
conftitution eftablifhed, his fubjeAs enterprifing, his gates 
defended, hi« heroes intrepid, his cavalry valiant ; one of 
them would fight a hundred vi^arriors. To his city arc 
difpatched fleets deeply laden ; his prefence bows the head 
and bends the knee ; he is the fountain of commerce in 
every city and kingdom. The equity of his adminiftration 
enriches the poor, and fhortens the days of his enemies : 
whoever feeks to- find a bkmifh in him, will feek in vain 
for what the eye never iaw, nor the ear ever heard ; he is 
the (burce of goodnefs and honours, the difpenfer of titles, 
the ftem of nobility, the centre of the univerfe, the pillar 
of power, the munificent protedor of the virtuous and 
meritorious, the King of regions, the crown of greatnefs, 
the diadem of liberality,, whofe forces have fubdued Sinde, 
India, Perfia,. Arabk, Egypt, Syria, Yeman, and all the 
provinces of the univerfe. His voice brings the infblent 
to flibjedion, and his^ afpedt humblles the proud ; an ex- 
ample beyond emuktion; his name is pratied- amongft 
men, becaufe he raifes up the poor. When he fits on his 
throne every eye is dazzled with his glory ; his cuftoms 
are agreeable, his authority nerves the arm of the warrior, 
his fame refounds from pole to pole, his prefence is more 
beautiful than the full moon, his -graces refrefh like the 
dew of fpring, his determinations are as fixed as -fate, his 
name extends to every part of the earth, his beneficence 
diflinguifhes him at all times and in all countries : fuch. 

II is 
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is King Emanuel ; the great God perpetuate his reign, and 
preferve him from the envy and artifice of his enemies. 
Amen. 

" This is to give thee to imderftand, moft dear and 
fincere friend, that the writer is in good health, and 
anxious to know the ftate of thine, and of all that be- 
long to thee. May the Lord preferve thee, and all that is 
thine ! He would have come in perfon to thy noble pre- 
fence 'y but being occupied in rearing his fons, and pro- 
viding them with fervants and flaves,. who, together with 
their father, is thy fervant and Have ; and* never ceafes to 
pray to God, by day and night,, to crown thee with- ho- 
nour^ riches, and glory* His perfon and property have 
been entirely devoted to thy fervice, from the firft time he 
has feen thy fubje^s to the prelent hour, as they can in- 
form thee. He implores thy protedion and friendfhip, 
to the end that he may be honoured and efteemed by 
thy people. He begs thy permiflion to fail in his own 
fhip once a year to Goa and Mofambique,^ to provide ne- 
cef&ries for thy ufe, 

* * Having contemplated all that this world could hitherto 
boaft of, he never could difeover a monarch more power- 
ful, nor an empire more happy than thine. It has pleafed 
God to fhower his bleflings in abundance on thee, and it 
is to him alone thofe bleflings muft be afcribed.. 
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" In ancient days, be if known to thee, O King, there 
lived a generous man, named Halem, who was the very 
effence of liberality, and had riches adequate to his mu- 
nificence ; in all his life he was never known to refufe 
any requeft : it is relate4 that a man who wanted to try 
the extent of his liberality, made a journey for that pur- 
pofe to his houfe. Halem aiked what brought him hither. 
, I came, faid he, to demand thy head. What claim haft 
thou to my head, replied Halem ? Liften to me, quoth 
he ; there lives a King in my neighbourhood, who gave 
me a thoufand pieces of gold to permit him to wear his 
head. Halem immediately retired to his chamber, brought 
out a thoufand pieces, and fays to the man, as he extended 
his neck, Here, friend, take your choice, my head or the 
money : the man accepted the latter, and went away. 

** Thy fervant now, O King I repeats a fimilar experi- 
ment ; as thou art the moft liberal Sovereign among the 
Kings of the. earth, I figure to myfelf thy mighty power 
and refplendent qualities ; and my friends, who have 
weighed thy grandeur with all others, agree that Alex- 
ander and Csefar were even as duft in the balance compared 
to thee, bccaufe all the treafure of the globe is at thy dif- 
pofal J thy generofity, therefofe, however great, can never 
leflen thy wealth ; remember then, O King f that, of all 
others, I am * the moft deferving of thy favours. 

* 

• He fpcaks of himfelf promifcuoufly in the third and firft perfons Cngular. 
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" Thy fervant, the Xeque Wagerage, implores thee to 
look with an eye of compaflion and clemency on the in- 
habitants of Melinda, and if they be found worthy of {o 
great a favour, it will raife them in the eflimation of fiir* 
rounding nations, and entitle them to their praife, re- 
fped, and protection ; and as the Xeque of Melinda 
never yet vifited Moiambique, he experts that thou wilt 
condefcend that he fhould go thither ; and if any perlbn, 
whether Portuguefe or Muflelman, fhould prefume to dic- 
tate , to him, or refift his authority, he (hall reply, that 
fiich is King Emanuers pleafure, which is the manner 
he now commands and determines all miatters in Melinda ; 
becaufe the authority of Monarchs is unlimited: he alfo 
defires, when the Xeque of Melinda is at Mofambique, 
that orders will be given to the Portuguefe not to offend . 
him, but confider him as the organ of the King, and in- 
verted with his power. He will take cognizance of thofe 
who have always co-operated to exalt thy name, intereft, 
and reputation ; of this teftimony {hall be given by thy 
fervants Simon de Andrade, Francifco Pereira, Fernando 
de Freitas, Gafpar de Paiva, Antonio da Cofta, and all 
the reft of the Chriftiaiis, as well as MuiTelmen of Mo- 
zambique. 

" in fine, be affured, O King! that myfelf, my 
fens, and my property, are devoted to thy fervice, and 
fhall continue fo to the laft day of my life ; therefore I 
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implore thee to accede to my fupplications. Peace be 
with thee ! 

" Know, O interpreter of this letter ! that the Xeque 
Wagerage warns thee to read this narrative to the King in 
a proper and becoming manner, without adding or di- 
minifhing ought ; fo that it may appear to all, that the 
Sovereign was delighted with its contents. He will pay 
thee thy cuftomary fees ; be careful, therefore, in doing 
juftice to it, and God will reward thee. Twenty-eighth 
of Zulcade nine hundred and twenty-one of the Hegira ; 
which correfponds to the thirtieth of September one thou- 
fahd five hundred and fifteen." 


Note hy De Souza. 

The Xeque Wagerage was Lord of Melinda when 
Vafco da Gama concluded a treaty of alliance with him, 
in the year fifteen hundred; in confequence of which, 
that Prince fent an Ambafiador with Vafco da Gama to 
Portugal, with a rich prefent to King Emanuel. This 
Ambaflador returned to Melinda in the fhip of Pedralves 
Cabral, and brought with him a letter and a prefent from 
King Emanuel to his friend the Xeque. 

J^ide Cbron, part i« 42. £t feq. 
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Cintra* 


The name of a mountainous country, about twenty 
miles Weft of Lifbon. That part of it which is called 
the Rock of Cintra is well known to all navigators, from 
its being fituated at the Weftem extremity of Europe. In 
the writings of the ancient geographers, it is called the 
Promontory of the Moon ; by others, Olifiponefe ; probably 
on account of its vicinage to Lifbon ; but according to 
Strabo, it was formerly named Hierna» 

Nature apparently threw up the mountain of Cintra as 
a formidable barrier to ftay the waves of the Atlantic 
Ocean, and to mark the Weftern termination of her works 
in the European world. The height of the loftieft part 
of it above the level of the fea is computed at upwards of 
three thoufand feet. Every morning its fummit is enve- 
loped in clouds, and in the evening, long after night has 
obfcured the vallics, it retains fome glimmering of day- 
light. 

On its apex there is a monaftery of the Order of Saint 
%/*<7«;»i?o, whofe Weftern front ftrikes eVery fpedator with 
awe, as it appears hanging over an aflemblage of lofty 
{battered rocks. 


I I 
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From the village of Cintra, which is fituated at the 
foot of this mountaitt^ on. the Weftcrn fide, I fpeat twa 
hours in climbing up to the monaftery. It was founded 
by King Emanuel at the beginning of the fixteenth cenr- 
tury. . The architedure is of a fpecies of Gothic, not 
purely Norman nor Arabian, but a compound of both :: 
the whole is built of a. greyifh ftone of the granite kind,» 
and the vaults of the church, phapter-houfe, and facrifty, 
are conftrufted of the fame materials, and formed intoi 
divers compartments by ribs and crofs fpringers ; the chap^ 
ter-houfe, particularly^ exhibits a fine fpecimen of this^ 
kind of vaulting. 

In the church is a cunousf Her ar turn of alabafter, faid to > 
be the work of an Italian* Whoever was the artift, he 
appears to have poffef&d but flendcr abilities as a fculptor.. 
One of the Friars placed a lighted. candle in the infide oF 
it, and clofed the aperture ; yet, from the. tranfparency of. 
the ftone, it emitted light fufiicient to read by. 

Probably it was of this kind of ftone that the Temple 
of Fortuna Seta was conftnwSted, of which Montfaucon 
fpeaks in his Diariutn Italicum. 

" Pliny informs us, that Nero built the Temple of 
Fortuna Seia^ on the fpot iirft dedicated to her by Servius 
Tulliusy of a fort of ftone found in Cappadocia, as tranf- 
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parent as glafs. Hence it was called PhengiteSy from die 
Greek word Pbengos ; diat is to fay, brightnefs, 

" I have met fome who hold Pliny's relation of this 
temple as fabulous ; but indeed there is nothing in it 
incredible; for daily experience evinces the truth of as 
improbable matters. In the church of Saint Mmias, at 
Florence, there are windows of alabafter, inftead of glafs j 
a table of which fills each aperture, though fifteen feet 
high, and yet the church is fufficiently luminous. Were 
the alabafter column (landing in the Vatican library cut 
into tables, it would be almoft as tranfparent as glafs.'* 

To return to the monaftery. Here is an hofpitium for 
the accommodation of pilgrims who vifit this church to 
perform nevenaries ; that is to iay, nine days devotion ; 
and alfo for thofe who come to celebrate vigils. 

The number of Friars who formerly inhabited the mo- 
naftery amounted to thirty ; at prefent they are reduced 
to four. Were I one of the Order, I fhould wifli to pafs 
my days among them ; for I never faw a more charming 
fituation for meditation, more fequeftered from the con- 
cerns of life, or better adapted for difpofing the mind to 
the ccMitemplation of another life. 

Hence I do not wonder at the relations handed down to 
us from paft ages, of fo many mighty things having been 

112 achieved 
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achieved on mountains; they are the fitted theatres, on 
many accounts, for performing great exploits. • . 

Indeed it is almoft impodlble for an inhabitant of this 
place not to ad and think different from thofe who dwell 
in a valley. The founds and profpeds peculiar to it are 
very favourable to reflection, particularly of a ftormy day, 
when the murmurs of furges, and the howling of tem- 
pefts, fill the mind with a fympathetic fadnefs. Where- 
ever we turn our eyes, the mind is ftruck with the awful 
works of Nature : on one fide is the diftant ocean, whoie 
evanid fiirface blends with the blue horizon j beneath, 
the deep valley ftrikes one with the appearance of an 
auguft cavern : the {battered ftate of the impending rocks 
on the declivity of the mountain, torn as it were afunder, 
and every where buriling from the foil, threaten at the 
leaft fliock to tumble down and deftroy the village. 

About thirty years ago a foreign gentleman difcovered 
a mine of loadftone in this mountain. What fuggefted 
the idea of it, were the herbs that grew immediately over 
it, which were of a pale colour, and more feeble than the 
adjacent plants of the fame fpecies. Having dug about 
fix feet deep, he found a fine vein ; but as the mountain 
is a mafs of disjointed rocks and clay, he could not pro- 
ceed farther, without propping as he excavated. Govern- 
ment, therefore, apprehending the produce would not de- 
fray the expence, ordered it to be fhut up. 

I On 
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On the Weftern fide of the mountain are feen the re- 
mains of fome ancient walls, which are built partly on the 
rocks, and partly conftruAed over the cavities. Subter- 
ranean paflages and fragments of ancient tombs are faid 
to have been found here ; but hitherto no account of 
them, nor of the other veftiges, have been given to the 
public. Whether they are Roman or Moorifque I could 
not learn ; but mod probably they appertain to the latter, 
or at leaft parts of them, as there are the remains of an 
ancient building, fuppofed to have been a mofque ilill ex- 
tant. . A fmall apartment to the rear of it is vaulted and 
ornamented with (lars painted on an azure ground ; and 
the walls ftill retain fome vediges of Arabic charaders. 

The fined piece of antiquity about the place is a qua- 
drangular monument, fuppofed to have been a Moor- 
ifque bath ; it is fifty feet long by feventeen broad. An- 
nexed is an interior view of it ; Plate XIL The walls 
are built of hewn ftone, with three pilafters at each fide, 
which are continued in arches, as bands to- the vault, with 
which it is covered. 

The water of this bath is four feet deep ; and what is 
very remarkable, it neither increafes or diminifiies. Win- 
ter or Summer, though it has no apparent fource ; and 
notwithftanding k is never cleaned,, yet k is always tranf- 
parent, and the fides and bottiom ace free from weeds or 

fediment. 
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fediment, which, according to Vitruvius, ar< the Tureft 
figns of the folubrity of water. 

There is a tradition among the common people, that 
treafures are hidden beneath the above ruins ; and that 
under this bath are interred a Morifque King, with his 
treafures, in a tomb of brafs, guarded by evil fpirits. And 
not only the common people, but alfo thofe who, from 
their fituation in life, ought to know better, give credit 
to thefe ridiculous tales. 

The village of Ckitra, and the different villas at the 

foot of the mountain, are fupplied with water from its 

fummit, by means of little conduits formed along its 

fides. How this water is coUe^ed on the mountain, has 

given rife to various conjectures : fome im^ne it to prO' 

ceed from the diftillations of the clouds, which, as we 

obferved before, envelope it morning and evening ; but it 

is evident that an hour of meridian fun, in Summer, will 

exhale more vapours in this country, than is imbibed by 

the higheft mountain in the courfe of a night. Others 

conje6:ure that the latent moifture is drawn upwards by 

Ibme magnetic properties of the mountain, in the nature 

of a fiphon ; but, ftridly fpeaking, there is no water to be 

found here on the very fummit. The convent, which is 

feated on the mountain, is fupplied by a well, which I 

compute to be fixty or feventy feet deep ; now this is the 

higheft 


Vt 


TKAVELS IN PORTUGAL. 247 

high'eft water to b^ found in this mountain ; and the 
fame depth below the furface of the earth is fufficient, 
generally, to aftertain water in plains : of courfe, the fame 
caufe by which water is impelled to afeend in the latter, 
will apply to the former. We may alfo add, that in moun- 
tains the interfpaces of the rocks may be confidered as fo 
many tubes through which water afcends, as in the {hafts 
of wells, owing to its volatile and porous nature; for it is 
computed to have forty times more fpace in it than matter; 
we find a fimilar effect produced by a cloth partly im-* 
m?erfedy and partly hanging over the fide of a vefiel with 
water, which it draws out as effe£tuaUy as a fiphbn. 

At the foot of the above mountain, contiguous to the 
village of Cintra, is a palace, wherein the Royal hmily 
ufed formerly to refide during the Summer feafon, on ac- 
c»unt of the amenity of the place, and the falubrity of the 
air; for though it is but fixteenmiles diftant from Lifbon, 
yet I was aflured by a Gentleman, who occafionally re- 
fided here for many years, and kept a regifter of the 
weather, that he found it, on an averagCj eight degrees 
colder in the month of July than the capital. 

Notwithftanding this and many other advantages which 
Gintra pofleffes over any other part of Portugal, it is but 
l&tle reforted to by the natives. The palace is entirely de-» 
ferted, and has not, I believe, been much frequented fince 
the death of .Alfonfo VI. who ended his milerable life in 

it 
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it after a clofe confinement of feven years. The floor of 
the apartment wherein he was immured, which is paved 
with tiles, is broken and worn in many parts, from his 
fteps; for he was continually walking in it, or taking 
fnuiF, his chief amufements. 

i 

The principal crime laid, to the charge of this unfortu- 
nate Prince was irapotency j for this he loft his crown, 
his wife, and his liberty. He reigned five years, was im- 
prifoned fourteen ; eight of which he pafled in the ifland 
of Tercera, and the remainder here. He died in one 
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-nine, in the forty-eighth 
year of his age ; and in three months after died his wife, 
who married his brother Peter the Second. 

This palace, apparently, has been raifed by piece-meal, 
for it is very irregular throughout; the architedure is 
chiefly Arabian : the ornaments that accompany the win- 
dows reprefent interlaced branches of trees deprived of 
the leaves, and as though fome of the fhoots were lopped 
ofF. I have given a reprefentation of one of them in the 
introduAion to my defcription of the monaftery of Batalha. 
Over the kitchen are raifed two lofty cones for chimnies, 
which refemble the fhafts of our glafshoufes : the apart- 
ments are numerous ; but the communication from the one 
to the other is not very convenient. The principal orna- 
ments about it are fountains, which are conftantly fup- 
plied from the mountains with excellent water : there are 

no 
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no gardens annexed to it on account of the precipice to 
the rear. 

Alfonfo the Fourth, at his accefHon to the throne, 
pafled a month here together in hunting the wild beafts, 
which, in his time, roved in numbers about thefe moun- 
tains. The fcvcrc reproof he received from one of h'.s^ 
fubjeds on that occaiion deferves to be recorded. 

Whilft the King was enjoying the pleafures of the chace 
with his favourites, t^ie af&irs of the ftate were configned 
to men who (ludied their own intereft more than that of 
the public. The Nobility, perceiving the abufes of the 
Minifters, and the Sovereign's inattention to the duties of 
his crown, held a council at Lifbon, to which they invited 
the Prince. He accordingly appeared ; but, inftead of 
attending to their deliberations, he proceeded to recite his 
adventures at Cintra, with all the levity of a young fportf- 
tnan. When he had finiihed his narrative, one of the 
Noblemen ftood up, and thus addrei]^ the King : 

" Sire, — Courts and camps were allotted for Kings, not 
woods and mountains. When bufinefs is iacrificed to 
amufement, the affidrs even of private perfons are in dan- : 
ger; but when pleafiire engroiles the thoughts of a King, 
a whole nation mud inevitably be configned to ruin. 
Sire, we <»une here, not to hear the adventures of the 
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chace, which are intelligible only to grooms and falconers, 
but to confult the welfare of the people. Your Majefty 
will find fufHcient employment in attending to their wants ; 
and if you will remove the grievances with which they are 
opprefled, you will find them dutiful and obedient fub- 
je<fts, if not ^here the King ftarting up in a K^e in- 
terrupted him, faying, if not ^ what then ?— -If not, re- 
fumed the Nobleman in a firm tone, they will look for a 
better King." 

Alfonfb haflened out of the room, and in the higheft 
tranfport of paflion exprefled his refentment ; but as 
paflion always begins in folly and ends in forrow, his rage 
foon abated, and he returned with a ferene countenance to 
the aflembly, whom he thus addref&d : 

** I now perceive the truth of what you have juft ad« 
vanced. A King, who will not perform the duties of his 
throne, cannot have aiFe^onate fiibjeds. Remember, that 
from this day you have to do, not with Alfonfo the fportf^ 
man, but with Alfonfo the Fourth, King of Portugal." 
His Majefly did not fail to adhere to his promife. He after- 
wards became one of the belt Kings that ever reigned in 
Portugal. 

The Marquis de Marialva has a manfion near this vil- 
lage, where the Royal family honoured him with a vifit 
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on the month of Auguft laft. In the evening they were 
entertained with an excellent concert, confifting of up- 
wards of forty performers, among whom were fome emi- 
nent muficians. Her Majefty was drefled in black. His 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Brazil fat on her right hand, 
and the two Princefles on her left : all were dre^d in the 
plaineft manner, fiich as every perfon muft admire who 
has a juft fenfe of true greatnefs. They were attended by 
feveral of the Nobility and Minifters of jftate. 

The noble hoft begged her Majefty*s permiflion to hear 
an officer of the guards play a folo upon a Jew's harp; 
which being granted, he entered the room fully equipped 
as on duty, and played a difficult piece in a mafterly 
manner, infcnnuch as peculiarly to arreft the attention 
of the Royal vifitants. Next appeared a beautiful girl, 
about nine years of age, drefTed in all the tinfel of theatric 
pride; flie fung an euloge to the Queen; and, at the fame 
time, danced a kind of alemande. Her voice was clear 
and melodious, her adion graceful and fentimental. She 
did not appear embarrailed in the leaft at the prefence of 
the Sovereign, whofe power, magnificence, and virtues, fhe 
was extolling to the ikies, 

A dance followed after this between a black girl, a na- 
tive of Africa, and a dwarf belonging to the Marquis dc 
Marialva : the African is named Pon Rofa \ {he lives with 

K K a her 


%S2 TRAVELS IN PORtUGAL. 

her Majefty, at whoie feet fke fat during the concert. I 
obferved, at difFerent times, that fhe fpoke to tlie Queen, 
and reded her hand upon her lap : this inftance of Royal 
condeicendon to one of that perfecuted race, deserves to 
be recorded for the honour of human nature. 

About nine o'clock, two of the moft eminent perform- 
ers on the violin played a duet : after which the Rc^al 
family withdrew to the gardens, where a grand exhibition 
of fire-works was prepared and played off, under the in- 
fpedion of a Prieft of Cintra. 

When this was over, the Royal guefts fat down to fupper, 
in a fiiperb faloon, decorated with green boughs, fome 
bearing bloiToms and others fruit. The table was laid 
out with all the elegance imaginable. There was alfb a 
table for the Nobility, Minifters, and Officers of the guards^ 
and another' for the Maids of Honour, in feparate apart- 
ments. The princely ftyle in which every thing was con- 
duced, refleAs great honour on the "well known tafte and 
hofpitality of the noble Marquis, whofe chara<Sber refta 
upon a ftill mc»'e exalted bafis, his attachment to his 
Sovereign and country, his moderation in all his a<^ons. 

About fix miles South-weft of the village of Cintra, 
are fome veftiges of a ftru<fture, fiippofed to have been a 
temple dedicated to the fun and moon. Nunez de Leaoy 
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who has publifhed a fhort defcription of Portugal, fays, 
there remains fome fragments of it bearing the two fol- 
lowing infcriptions : 

Soli . et . Lunae . 

Cjetius . AciDUS . Perennis . 

Leg . Aug . Pro . Provinciae » 

LuSITAKIiB . 

Soli . jbterno . Lunjs . pro . jeternitatb . 
Imperii . et . salute . Imper . Cai . 
Septimii . Severi . AuGUSTi . Pii . et . I»dp . 
Caos . M . AuRELii . Antonini . Pii . 

Et . Julia . aug . — m . C-BS » 

Et . JuLi^ . Aug . matris . Cjes . Dru . 

SUS . VesTER . SiCILIANUS . VlATOUS . 
AUGUSTORUM . T . Qj JULIUS . SATURNI . 

Et . Antoninus. 

According to Florian de Campo, a continued chain of 
mountains extends from this place, under the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the Ifland of Madeira, which is diftant one 
hundred and fifty leagues from thence. As it is eafier to 
make afiertions of this kind than to prove them, an author,, 
who is fond of the marvellous, may advance them at plea^ 
fure, without apprehenfion of being refuted by ocular de- 
monftration. Very few, however, who have ventured mto 
thechaos of conje(aure,have fucceeded better thanHuygens ; 
his famous hypothefis gives, us a fublime idea of the im- 
menfity of fpace, and of the ineffable works of the Omm- 
potent Beings befides, it is not improbable, as he obferves,. 
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that in the regions af infinity there may be fiars whofe light 
is not yet travelled down to us fince their fir ji creation. 

But to return to our fubjcft. Here is a rock called 
Pedra da Alvidras^ whofe height above the fea, which is 
at the foot of it, apparently is not lefs than two hundred 
feet ; and though it is very fteep, and the furface fmooth, 
yet I am informed that the neighbouring labourers, with- 
out ropes or apparatus of any kind, defcend to the bot- 
tom of it to fifh, each carrying a rod and a bafket, and 
clamber up the fame route. They often perform this tafk 
for a fmall prefent, to amufe, or rather to terrify, thofe 
who vifit the place. Tie leaft flip would be fatal to 
them, as they muft inevitably be dafhed to pieces againft 
the fliarp projef^ing rocks beneath. I have not heard, 
however, that any have fallen a facriiice to their temerity. 

What a ftriking inftance is the above of the.effefts of 
education. A foldier would fooner undertake to ^cc the 
mouth of a loaded cannon, than to follow fuch a daring 
example ; yet thefe people, who are accuftomed to it from 
their infancy, appear diverted of fear on this occafion, 
t-hough, perliaps, they dare not venture by night to a 
place reputed for the haunt of ghofts or goblins. 

A fine valley^ called CoUares, extends between this and 
the village of Qintra. It may be called the Golden Vale 
of Portugal J for it is one of the richeft and beft cultivated 
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Jpots in the kingdom. The greater part of it is planted 
with fruit-trees, particularly orange ; and though they arc 
fo clofc together, that thdr boughs intertwine, yet they 
bear vaft quantities of delicious fruit* 

The fruit and green markets of Lifbon are chiefly fiip- 
plied from this luxuriant garden. Mufk and water-melons 
grow in it in fiich abundance,, that the inhabitants fell 
them during the fealbn for lefs than a penny a piece. 

Of the peculiarity of the foil about this diftri6k, Carca- 
vella fumifhes a flriking inftance ; where there is a vineyard, 
of no confiderablc extent, that yields grapes diiFerent from 
thofe of any other part of the kingdom ; its wine is well 
known all over Europe, but I .believe its name is better 
known in general than its flavour ; for it is not poflible that 
fo limited a (pot can yield one half of the wine fold in 
London alone under the denomination of Carcavella, or 
Calcavella, as it is improperly called. 


Cork Convent* 

This Convent, or Hermitage, is partly burrowed between 
the rocks, which ferve as vaults to the church, facrifty, and 
chapter-houfe, &c. and partly built over the furface. The 
fubterraneous apartments are lighted by holes cut obliquely 
in the rocks, and lined internally with cork, to guard 
againft the humidity. Hence it is called the Cork Con- 
vent. It is inhabited by about twenty hermits of the moft 
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rigid Order of Saint Francis. They are governed by a 
Prior, and live chiefly on fifti, fruit, and bread : each has 
a feparate cell, about the fize of a grave, furniflied with a 
mattrefs; yet one of their community who lately died, 
named Honorius, thinking the meaneft of thefe cells too 
luxurious a habitation, retired to a circular pit at the rear 
of the Hermitage, not larger than Diogenes' s tub, for it 
is but four feet diameter ; and here, after a relidence of 
fixteen years, he ended his peaceful days at a good old age. 
The floor of it is fl:rewed with leaves, which ferved for 
his bed ; and the rugged ftone, which he ufed alternately 
as a pillow and feat, is ftill to be feen there. Thefe in- 
flances of felf-denial fliew us into what a narrow compafs 
all human wants might be reduced, and evince the truth 
of the poet's aflertion : 

Man wants but little here below ; 

Nor wants that little long* Goldfmitb. 

A Portuguefe nobleman, well known for his poetical 
tafte, wrote a few lines extempore, defcribing the beauties 
of this enchanting country, during my refidence there* 
I have thus attempted them in Englifh : 

Defcription of Cintra. 

Cintra, whofe mountains feek the fkies. 

Thy vallies deck'd in living green ; 
Thy flowrets rob'd in varying dies, 

With grottos form'd by Fancy's queen* 

Refrefhing 
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Refre{hing rills that never fail. 

When Phoebus fhoots his brighteft beams ; 
Whilft balmy odours load each gale. 

And nodding fruits furvey the ftreams. 

Here Zephyr courts each opening flower, 
And birds that charm, of every fong ; 

Here echo dwells in mazy bower. 

And love that lifts the whole night long* 
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Penha Verde^ 

Formerly the refidence of Don John De Caftro, is now 
inhabited by one of his defcendants. Here that great 
man pafled the fhort intervals that peace permitted his 
abfence from the field or the ocean ; alternately employed 
in ftudy and cultivating his gardens. To evince his indif- 
ference for any emolument that might arife from thefe 
plantations, he caufed thern to be ftripped of every fruit- 
tree, and had flerile ones planted in their place. 

i 

Penha Verde, for its extent, is the beft fituated for diver- 
fity and profpe^ of any villa in the kingdom ; the country 
on every fide prefents a wild aflemblage of ftriking fcenes ; 
mountains and vallies interfperfed with rocks, wood, and . 
water ; little temples and grottos are conftruded in divers 
parts of the gardens : the former is furnifhed with altars, 
which Don John ufed often vifit to pray ; a duty which 
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he ftridly obferved, whether in peace or war; for he juftly 
conceived that piety is not incompatible with true courage. 
To a man of his call of mind, there cannot be a more ap- 
propriate refidence : as the greater part of his life was fpent 
among fcenes of the moft tumultuous nature, in Europe, 
Afia, or Africa, the wilds of Cintra ferved but to fan that 
fpirit of enterprife which animated him till the laft hour 
of his life. 

The a<^ions of this celebrated character have been re- 
corded by different writers, particularly Jacinto Freyre 
de Andrade, who has publifhed an account of his life ; 
and they all allow that he deferves to be clafled in the firft 
rank of Chriftian heroes. A man who, by his precepts 
and example, contributed fo much to the advancement of 
public and private virtue, and left to pofterity the moft 
illuftrious inftances of courage, probity, and patriotifm, is 
entitled to a more honourable niche than I can beftow 
him among thefe trifling fragments. The iketch that I 
am about to offer of his memoirs is colleded, partly from 
thofe efteemed the beft Portuguefe writers, and partly 
from the oral tradition of well-informed people. 


Don 
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Don John de Cafiro. 

Don John de Caftro was born at Lifbon in the year one 
thoufand five hundred, of an illuftrious family. la his 
youth he appears to have made great progrefs in mathema- 
tics, under the celebrated Peter Nonnius, one of the ableft 
profeflbrs of that fcience of his time. Fired with the mili- 
tary fame of his countrymen, he was determined to fhare 
the laurels which they were then reaping at Tangiers, the 
feat of martial achievements ; for this purpofe he departed 
fecretly from his parents at the age of eighteen, and foon 
after appeared at Africa in the front of battle. His va- 
lour and prudence did not pafs unnoticed here, for he was 
knighted in the field by Don Edward de Menezes, the 
Governor of Tangiers. 

After ferving nine years in this place, he returned to 
his native country, where he was received by his Sove- 
reign and fellow-citizens with every mark of diftind:ion 
to which his fervices juftly entitled him : confcious, how- 
ever, that he had only done his duty, his mind was not 
to be diverted by the applaufe of the moment. He re- 
tired to the folitary rocks of Cintra, not to repofe on his 
laurels, but to promote the farther welfare of his country, 
by the application of an aAive and capacious mind to the 
(Indies necefiary to conflitute a great commander. 
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As his health, which had been injured by wounds and 
fatigue, began to mend, he wa$ impatient to put the plans 
he had devifed in the clofet into execution, whidh, in a 
fliort time, he partly accomplifhed in various engagements 
by fea under his command. 

The tranquillity of affairs in Africa now afforded 
him an opportunity of difplaying his talents in another, 
quarter. He fet out for India as a volunteer, and accom- 
panied Efievaan de Cfama in his expedition to the mouth 
of the Red Sea. The King fent out orders to the Go- 
vernor of Goa, to pay him a thoufand crufados annually 
as long as he remained in that country : but Don John 
refufed this bounty, thinking it more honourable to live 
frugally on his own fcanty fortune, than be ranked among 
the needy penfioners of ^ the crown. 

During the intervals of repofe in this expedition was 
Don John employed in making charts, and taking obferva- 
tions of the bays and coafls along the Straits of Suez. 
He is faid to have made many judicious obfervations on 
the Red Sea, and on the ca^fe of the overflow of the 
Nile. ' Thefe, together with other pieces written in the 
courfe of his voyages, he dedicated to the early companion 
of his ftudies, Don Lewis, brother to the King. 

But there is one thing ftill more remarkable of him in 
that expedition, though, perhaps, not generally known. 

At 
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At his return he is faid to have brought to Portugal the 
firft orange-tree ever feen in Europe, and from which ori- 
ginated all that valuable fruitage we poflefs at this day. 
The fervice he rendered' mankind by this a6fc alone en- 
titles him to the gratitude of pofteritjr ; and he himfelf 
was not fo dazzled with the love of military fame, as 
not to efteem this gift to his -country as the greatefl of 
all his adions. 


And here it may be reafbnably alkedj why a perfon of 
'his diftinguifhed talents was not invefted with fome im- 
portant command in Afia? But his biographer thus 
refolves the queftion : In his days, as at . prefent, the 
Sovereign's favour was but too often obtained through 
the influence of favourites ; and as Don John was not of 
an obfequious difpclition, and too proud to derive any 
diftindion from the minions of a court, it is not matter 
of furprife that he remained fo long neglected. 

The time, however, arrived when the King, waving 
all confiderations of miniflerial influence, refolved to 
reward one faithful fervant, in Don John de Caflrq, 
who had never aflced him a favour, nor ever denied liis 
fervices in his country's caufe. His Majefty fent for Jiini 
fhortly after his arrival from India, and appointed him 
Governor of all his territories in the Eaft. He accords- 
ingly fet out with the general wifhes of the Jiatioti^ to take 

upon 
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upon him this important command, on the feventeenth 
of March one thoufand five hundred and fort^r-five. 

Having arrived at the feat of government, he found 
innumerable difficulties to furmount; an exp^ifive war 
had exhaufled the treafury, and the troops were iunk into 
efFemiiiacy and difUpation. Don John, however, was not 
to be intimidated by fuch difcouraging circumftances. He 
immediately let about reforming every department of the 
date, civil and military, and in a jQiort time reflored 
ceconomy to the one, frugality and difcipline to the 
other; he himfelf was the firft to fet the example in 
each, thereby enforcing his precepts by his pradice. 

But the moft difficult part of the tafk was to reform 
the foldiers from their depraved habits ; and in accom- 
plifhing this, he might be faid to have cheated them 
into difcipline ; for the only means he employed was emu- 
lation, of all other means the moft congenial to the pride 
of a foldier. For this purpofe he introduced every manly 
exercife that could brace the finews and banifh eiFemi- 
nacy : military evolutions, feats of horfemanihip, wreft- 
ling, racing, throwing the bar, &c. indeed it may be laid 
that he revived the emulation of the Olympic ganies in the 
plains of Goa. The moments of repofe were fparingly 
counted to every foldier, and out- of thefe they were 
obliged to devote a. certain time in fcouring and brighten- 
ing 
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ing their armour, which heretofore had been covered with 
ruft. An army thus inured to every hardfliip, and the 
fcorching rays of a vertical fun, were impatient to be led 
into the field of battle ; their warlike appearance ftruck 
the enemy with terror, and viAory in every conflict de- 
clared in their favour. What a ftraifge appearance a legion 
of fuch brave fun-burnt fellows would make among the 
modern Portuguefe, who eftimate men by their indo- 
lence, by the fairnefs of their fkin, and the delicacy o£ 
their fingers 1 

Of the feveral engagements in which our hero diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, we ihall, for brevity's fake, notice but 
the one which contributed moft to exalt his military re- 
putation, and that was at the rcKef of Dio. The King 
of Cambaya, with all the forces of his kingdom, laid fiege 
to this fortrefs, affiiled by a numerous army from the 
Grand Sultan. During feveral months the gallant Don 
John Mafcarenhas defended it with a handful of men 
againil the enemy, who are faid to have been upwards of 
fifty thoufand in number, and had fixt^ pieces of brafs 
cannon. The command of this army was given by the 
Sultan to Coge Sofar, the ableft general in his dominions^ 
Having drawn up his forces before the fortrefs of Dio, he 
addrefied them to this efied : 


• _ _ I 

*^ Friends and companions. It is almoft imnecef&ry for me 
to mention how you ought todeipife that handful of Portu- 
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guefe before yoli ; they are fcarcely five hundred in num- 
ber, without poflibility of receiving any reinforcement by 
land, and the winter cuts ofF their profpeds of fiiccour by 
fea. Our. inceilant attacks will conftantly employ them 
on the walls, or in repairing the breaches of our cannons ; 
fatigue will overpower them, and they muft neceffarily 
yield ; for they will not have one foldier in referve. Be* 
hoid, my friends, to what a fcene of glory I have brought 
you, to humble the pride of the infblent Cbriftiansy the 
fwom enemies of our Prophet, and to avenge the blood 
of your relations and friends, whole bones are interred 
beneath the ground you Rand on. Hark ! methinks I hear 
them groaning with their wounds, and calling on us to 
purge the land, of thele impious barbarians, the murderers 
of the great Badur.** 

When he had £ni{hed his fpeech, he fent a meflage 
to the Governor of the fortrefs, threatening, if he did not 
accept of the terms offered in it, to put every man in the 
garrifon to the fword. Mafcarenhas returned for anfwer, 
** That the Portuguefe were not accuflomed to receive 
laws at the point of the bayonet, and that he would 
agree to none different from thofe which already exifted 
relative to the garrifon of Dio. If Coge Sofar did not 
accept of theie conditions, he muft accept of worie, which 
/hould be written with the blood of his Janizaries.** 


Don 
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Don John de Caflro, who at this time was at Goa, loft 
not a moment in preparing for the relief of the befieged ; 
he equipped nine fmall veflcls for that expedition, in which 
he told his foldiers none were to be admitted but his fa- 
vourites. Then calling for his fon Ferdinand, who was but 
a private foldier, he addreded him in the prefence of the 
troops, in the following manner : 

** I fend you with this relief to Dio, which is now be- 
iieged by an army of Turks ; and I charge you to do your 
duty as a (bldier, otherwife I (hall no longer acknowledge 
you as a fon. Let no confidwation of family diflindion 
betray you into error ; for remember that all men by birth 
are equal, and that you are not entitled to the leail pre- 
eminence over any of your companions, but in proportion 
as you excel them in a<9:s of valour and virtue. Let no 
man, therefore, furpafs you in obedience to the commands 
of your Captain, in zeal for your Sovereign, and love for 
your country. Go then, in the name of God, and purchafe 
honour for yourfelf, and either return to me victorious, or 
not at all." — In this collateral manner was Don John wont 
to animate his troops, and to curb the pride of the young 
Nobility. 

The fleet having arrived at Dio, the Governor received 
a very friendly letter from Don John, wherein, among 
other things, he mentioned how much he envied the glo- 
rious poft he filled, a poft much more honourable than 

M M that 
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that of Governor of India. I fend you (faid he) with this 
relief mj fon Ferdinand, who, I truft, will be fttrpalled 
by none in affedion to your perfon, and obedience to 
your orders: if the boy (hould ever return to his native 
Country, with what exultation will he relate, among the 
vanities of old age, the honour of having ferved as a foldier 
under the brave Don John Mafceianhas. 

As foon as the troops were landed, the Gove^or a{tem> 
bled his men in the parade, and addtefled them thus : 
** Behold, my brethren', thefe Ttu*ks and Janizaries, who 
vainly attempt to recover the honour they have loft in the 
firft fiege againft this fortrefs; but thefe are not more 
confiderable than thofe who were vanquiflied, nor we left 
than the vanquifhers. What! have thofe brave Portuguefe 
who conquered them carried every fame into the grave, 
and left us none to tranfmit to pofterity ? No, my bre- 
thren, let us convince the world that We are not lefs brave 
than they. We have not failed five thou&nd leagues to 
become flaves to infidels, and to taraifh the renown of our 
country. We want for nothing : our provifion and am- 
munition will hold out until fuccour arrives ; and though 
at this feafon the feas are difficult to encoimter, yet have 
we a Don John de Caflro, who, I pledge myfelf, will 
make his way through the waves, with his fword in his 
mouth, to come to our affiftance. If any thing could in- 
fpire men with true courage, it is the glorious caufe in 
which we are engaged ; the honour and intereft of our 

King 
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King ^^ pQpntry, ox»r property, .our lives, and what is 
ftill. ^ore dear to us, our holy religion. Let every finew 
then be everted againfl that hord of barbarians that would 
rob us of ^1 thefe invaluable con£derations, and we can- 
not f^l to be vidorious if we are unanimous ; for though 
our nuinber is but fbiall, our power is great, for the God 
of victories MHfts us/* 

By this aod other well tiined difcourfes, Don John 
Maiceranhas To animated his men> that he performed 
prodigies of yalqur dupng the eiight months that he 
Aiftained this de%>erate iiege. At length Don John de 
Cai{lrp asrived, and brought with him all the Pottugueie 
forces he cpuld (H^U^A in A^ The troops of the garri- 
j(bn now amounted to about four .thoufand, includii^g -iea- 
men and auxiliaries ; with theie he refblved immediately 
to ter9unate ths^'^* 

On jt]ie evenii^ previous to his making tl^e attack, he 
fliftributed his ^rmy into fopr columns, giving the com- 
ipand .of ,one to Don John Mafceranhas, another to his 
eldefl fon, Don Alvares de Caftro, a tried veteran; Don 
^anuel de Lima led the third, and the fourth he referved 
for himfelf. Next morning, at break of day, he ordered 
a public mafs to be celebrated in the midft of the parade, 
at which he himfelf, and the greateft part of the garrifon, 
xeceived the facrament. This iblonn fervice being over, he 
;uil(drefied the men in an animated fpeech; and to convince 
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them that there was no alternative but death if they did 
not conquer, he commanded the gates of the fortrefs to be 
taken down and burnt. After this every man refumed 
his poft : the fignal being given, they {allied out, fword 

* 

in hand, and completely routed the enemy. Five thou- 
fand Moors are faid to have perifhed in this day*s engage- 
ment, together with Rama9aon their General, and feveral 
other Moors of diftin£tion. Coge Sofar, the father of 
Rama^aon, had been killed fome time before, as was alio 
Juxarcaon. Another General of the fame name was taken 
prifoner, together with fix hundred men. Forty pieces of 
cannon, and feveral flands of colours, alfb fell into the 
hands of the victors, befides a confiderable treafure found 
by the fbldiers in the town contiguous to the fortrefa 
which was delivered up to plunder. 


.• . . I ._» . » 


We fhould not forget to mention a circumilance, whichy 
in a great degree, contributed to forward the above vidory.. 
During the enga^ment, Father Cafal, the chaplain of the 
■garrifon, carried a crucifix on the point of a fpear, with 
which he appeared wherever the combat was mofl obfli- 
nate, animating the men. It happened that the column 
under Ahrares de Caftro was overpowered, and thrown into 
diforder, and all his entreaty to rally them was in vain. 
The PriefV, however, effefted what the General could not; 
he fhewed them the crucifix which a weapon had ftruck 
and thrown into a reclined pofture, exclaiming, at the 
fame time, facnlegej facrilege, Oht foldieri of Chrifi, re^ 
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venge the facrileget on which the (cattered fdldiers, ani- 
mated with an enthufiaftic rage, advanced to the charge> 
and determined the battle. 

In confequence of this important victory, the Portuguefe 
pofleflions in India were fecured for the prefent; but Don 
John, who never left any thing to chance which he eoiild 
effedt by forcfight, refolved to follow lip the advantage 
he had recently obtained without louhg a momenta In 
the firft place, he fet about rebuilding, upon a new con- 
ftru^on, the garrifon of Dio, as the old one had beeii 
nearly demolifhed by the enemies cannon ; but this obje<3: 
was not to be accomplifhed* without money, and the trea- 
(ury was quite exhauftfed; as to himfelf, he had no- 
thing befldes his fword and helifnet. Having in vain tried 
feveral expedients to raife ^applies,' he at length thoi/ght 
of one, which may appear ^ther fingular at the prelent 
day : he refi^ved to depofite. the bones of his beloved ibny 
Don Ferdinand, who had falleil in the fiege, for the fum 
he required. ' Accordingly he ordered the grave to be 
opened and the- body railed:' he embraced it tenderly, 
faying, whilft the tears guihed from his eyes, my fon, thou 
art dear to me even in death ; but my duty commands 
me to ftiflc the feelings of ; nature, when my country's 
* fafety is at (lake. As the corpfe feafrce exhibited any marks 
of excarnation, bis officers prevalkd on him to permit it 
to be re-interred ; and in lieU of it, • he fent a lock of his^ 
own muflaches to thenDhabitants.of Goa; a^ U^'fecurity 
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lor the film of twenty thpuiand pardaos. They immedi- 
ately advanced more than he required, as a free gift, and 
returned the honourable pledge by a fpeciat meflenger, 
who was alfo charged with a letter highly expreflive of 
the deep fenfe they entertained of his patriotifm. 

« 

Some idea of this great man's character may be -con- 
ceived from thele faint fketches: to enumerate ^ the 
meritorious ads of his life, Would exceed the liniits we 
prefcribe to this work ; we fhall therefore pals them over, 
and haften to a (bene that crowned his glorious career. 

The account of his vi&ory having reached the King his 
mafter, he appointed a day of jfblemn thank%iving. The 
Pope and ieveral Princes cbngratuLated ,him on the occa- 
{ion, and every one in the kingdom i^ceived the news 
with demonftrations of joy except the Queen; {jas tdo 
had no objedion to the vidory, but envied the honour of 
the vidor, becaufe he was received in triun^ph at his h^ppy 
return to Goa. This g^ve hcr Majeily ru<?h unibr^ge^ that 
(he obferved, Don John de Gdfiro fonfuers like a Chriflian^ 
hut triumphs like a He9thm» 

In his letters to his Majefty he »>licited leave to return 
home, entreating, at the lame time, if he approved his ' 
fervices, that he would grant him two- acres of grounds or 
rather rocks, which border on his little villa at Cintra. 
The lattor the King granted, but refuled the ^mer; 
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afliiring him of the high eftimation in which he held his 
fervices, and requefting him to continue his command 
three years longer. Hitherto Don John had only the 
title of Governor of India, but now the King falutes him, 
f^ice King and Friend, He lived, however, but a fhort 
time to give luftre to thefe honours. He was attacked by 
a violent ficknefs, and expired in a few days in the arms 
of his confefTor, in the forty-eighth year of his age, and 
third of his adminifbation in India. 


A (hort time before his diflblution, he afiembled in his 
chamber the Magiftrates of Goa, and the different Officers 
of State, to whom he delivered up the government. After 
which he addrefled them in the following fpeech : 

*' I am almoft afhamed to tell you, Gentlemen, that 
the Viceroy of India, expiring with wounds and fatigues 
on this bed of ficknefs, is in want of the necefiaries which 
even a private foldier finds in aii hofpital. You are fenfi- 
ble, that as long as there was an enemy to fubdue, I have 
not been fparing of toil or ^tigue in every thing which 
tend to the glory of our King and country; and now^ 
that we have fubdued our foes, and eftablifhed an honour* 
able peace with all the powers of the Eaft, a worn, out 
ibldier, who has ccmtributed fb often to your vidories, has 
fome claim to your regard. It is pr(^)able, that in a 
{hort time I fhall be no more ; and ihort as I am likely 
to exift, I have not wherewithal to fiipport or nourifh me; 
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for I have laid but to the laft (hilling in relieving the wants 
of my brother foldiers, and have left nothing to relieve my 
own ; nay, not fo much as would buy a fowl for my dinner. 
I requeft, therefore, that you will provide a perfon of 
your own to provide a frugal maintenance for me out of 
the King's revenue. I alfo requeft, that you will order 
me a change of bed-linen, as I have not a fecond quilt to 
my bed.*' Then raifing himfelf up, with the ailiftance of 
his confeflbr, the venerable Xavier, he laid his hand on 
the Gofpel, and folemnly fwpre on it to the truth of what 
he had juft advanced ; and defired the Secretary of Goa to 
take minutes of it, and enter it- on the journals of the 
Council of State, in order that, if the fad was not found 
as he had ftated, his memory and his pofterity might 
be branded with infamy. We fhall only obferve, that 
time evinced the truth of every word he uttered in his 
laft moments; for all the money found in his cabinet 
did not exceed a vmtem\ . that is, Icfs than three half- 
pence* 

A few days before he expired, he ordered that his body 
Aould be interred in the Francifcan church at Goa, and 
tranflated from thence by the firft opportunity to the 
chapel belonging to his villa at Cintra. In all his a<ftions 
he never loft fight of this charming retreat, wherein he 
hoped one ; day to • pa{s the evening of life in ftudy and 
"meditation, as appears by the letter he wrote after the 
iiege of Dio, to the Infante Don Luis, requeftiog he would 
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intercede with the King for his recal. The Infante, in 
his afledionate reply, ufes this expreflion: " After your 
" performance of the Royal will, I truft you will cover 
the tops of the rocks of Cintra with chapels and tro- 
phies of your vidories, and long enjoy them in pro- 
" found repofe.'* His remains are now repofited in the 
Dominican convent at Bemfica near Lifbon, where his 
grandlbn ereded a monument to his memory, with the 
following infcription : 

D. JOAlSfNES DE CASTRO 

XX. PRO RELIGIONE IN UTRAQUE 

MAURITANIA STIPENDIIS FACTIS : 

NAVATA STRENUE OPERA THUNETANO 

BELLO: 

MARI RUBRO FEUCIBUS ARMIS PENETRATO: 

DEBELLATIS INTER EUPHRATEM ET INDUM 

NATIONIBUS, 

GEDROSICO REGE» PERSIS, TURCIS 

UNO.PRflEUO FUSTS: 

SERVATO DIO, IMO REIPUB. REDDITO : 

DORMIT 11^ MAGNUM DIEM: 

NGN SIBI, SED DEO TRIUMPHATOR: 

PUBUCIS LACRYMIS COMPOSITUS, 

PUBLICO SUMPTU PR^ PAUPERTATE 

FUNERATUS. 
OBIT OCT. ID. JUN. ANNO M.DJCLVIIL 

iETATiS XLVm. 
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Sanjkreet Infcription, 

This infcriptional ftone is one of the trophies Don John 
de Caftfo obtained in India : it is to be feen in his garden 
at Cintra. His Excellency Chevalier de Soufa, the pre- 
lent Envoy at the court of Sweden, informs me, that 
** it was brought, with other antiquities, from India by 
** the Duke de Bragan9a, and delivered by him to the 
** heir of Don John de Caftro.** Lafiteau mentions it from. 
Diogo de Couto. 

In the fame garden is another infcriptional ftone, the 
characters of which are almoft entirely defaced by the 
weather. The upper part of it exhibits the emblems of 
the Sun and Moon ; and the reprefentation of a man 
ftruggling with a rampant beaft is fculptured in bas relief 
on the foot of it. There is alfo a decapitated centaur of 
tolerable workmanfliip ftanding on a pedeftal near thefe 
infcriptional ftones, which are all the Asiatic antiquities 
that remain here at prefent. 

Several travellers, who have vifited Portugal from time 
to time, are faid to have copied fome of the characters of 
this Sanfkreet Infcription, or taken impreiHons of a few 
of them on plafter of Paris or wax. And the late Reve- 
rend Mr. Allen, formerly Chaplain to the Britifli factory 
at Lifbon, copied the two extreme lines and middle one. 

13 This, 
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This, I am informed, was the greateft progrefs made in 
tranfcribing it fince it arrived in Portugal, (which appears 
to be about the year one thoufand five hundred and fixty- 
fix,) until I made the copy hereunto annexed, in one 
thouland feven hundred and eighty-nine. Vide Plate XIII. 

To the antiquary, a (hort account of the manner in 
which it has been copied may not be unacceptable ; the 
procefs was very fimple. In the firft place, I prepared as 
many ftrips of paper as there are lines in the whole ; to wit, 
fixty-fix ; on each of which were drawn two parallel lines, 
leaving a fpace between, equal to the height of the letters. 
Thefe drips being placed, one after the other, immedi- 
ately imder the lines, and faftened with wax at each end ; 
the letters then were drawn on them with a black lead 
pencil, exa<5lly under the correfponding ones of the pro- 
totype. There are many other ways, I am aware, of 
copying infcriptioiis of this kind, fome of which are very 
expeditious ; but the neceflary apparatus for that purpofe 
I had not at hand ; and I doubt, on the whole, if there 
be any procefs lefs fubje<St to error than the above. 

The charaders are all funk, beautifully cut, and in ex- 
cellent prefervation ; each is two-fifths of an inch in 
height ; the fpace between each line is one-fourth of an 
inch. In the copy fubjoined are preferved the proportions 
of the origiiiaj, both in the detail and general diftribution. 
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The defeds obferved in the ftone are not, for the moft 
part, owing to- the natural decays of time, but to accidents, 
it received, perhaps, in the carriage ; for it is very hard,, 
being of the bafaltes fpecies, and of a blackifh hue. Some 
imagine that the face of it was formerly gilt, and I have 
noticed in one or two places fome traces that appeared to. 
juftify the conje<9:ure. 

Hitherto the language in which it is written has been 
confidered as Hindoo, and the meaning remained an enig- 
ma, though fome attempts to afcertain it has been made by 
the three lines before mentioned, that were copied by the. 
Reverend Mr. Allen. Some account of thefe is faid to have 
been publi^ed by a Profeflbr of Oriental languages in 
Germany. The information, however, I have received 
on this head is too imperfe<5t to lay before the public, i 
(hall therefore take no further notice of it, iince it is ma~ 
nifeft that very little or nothing to the purpoie could pof- 
fibly be deduced from fo fmall and disjointed a portion of 
the whole. I am happy, at length, to be enabled to lay 
before the public the purport of this curious infcription,. 
which has eluded the refearches, not only of the Portu- 
guefe, but of all the literati of Europe for upwards of 
two hundred years paft. And for this I am indebted to 
the pen of the learned and ingenious Mr. Wilkins, whofe 
extenfive knowledge of Oriental literature is a lafting ho- 
nour to his country. I fhould not omit this opportunity 

4 of 
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of acknowledging my obligations to him for the polite 
manner in which he undertook this troublcfome taflc; 
induced by no other motive than that of gratifying public 
curiofity. 

» 

Of the difficulty of making a complete tranlTation, the 
dilapidations reprefented in the copy are not tha only im- 
pediments. Some miftakes, perhaps, might have occurred, 
on my part in tranfcribing it, that renders the inteipreta- 
tion of the remainder not very eafy. Mr. Wiikins has; 
judicioufly pointed out the probability of fuch mi (lakes ; 
as may be inferred horn, his letter j of which, we prefenL 
a. copy. 

S I R^ HawRhxirft, Kent, July aoth, 1793;. 

I have beftowed no little labour to decipher the infcrip- 
tion ; and how much of it has been- in vain, you may 
judge from a perufal of the few fheets of memorandums, 
which accompany this; and which, though fiifficient to 
determine the queftion concerning the intention of it,, 
will not be f©- acceptable as a complete tranflation ; to. 
which there were many ihfuperable obftru<9ions, befidey- 
thofe which are obvious : fome of which I will take tha 
liberty to mention.. The chara<5iers JTp. ^STnu^t^* o^/uu„ 
rTir; B^^v ace perpetually in the place of one another, as 
are alfo XJ^^<^ ^ ?f> / ^^. ^^ ^f^ ^^^ ; 
"^cC ^ ^^t^ &G. This cannot but occafion very great 
confufion^ I find alfa the fingle dot ° and the double 

ditta 
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ditto o very often omitted ; both of which are of great 
importance in Sanjkreet. 

To the memorandums I have annexed my rough Notes 
refpedling the meafure of each verfe. 

The proper name for the Infcription is Safana^ which 
fignifies an Ordinance. It is the term given to it in the 
inflrument itfelf. 

I remain, 

• • • 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient humble Sen^nt, 


C. WILKINS, 


To yames Murphy^ Efy. Jjmdon. 
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Memorandums of an Inscription in the Sanjkreet Lan^ 
guage and Deva-^Nagaree CharaEier. Tranflated by 
Charles Wilkins, Efq. 

Reverence to the God Seeva. 

Verfe i • The meaning very obfcure. 

2* Very enigmatical. — ^A certain Prince difpenfes bleffings day 
and night. 

3* Eulogy of the perfon whofe name appears in the next verfe. 
States, that he enjoyed riches and happinefs through the 
blefling of the God Seeva j who is here csAltd- Kafiardee ; 
that his good fortune was pleafing to the God with the 
fingle tufk, the good of the three regions of the worlds 
the offspring of the enemy of the incorporeal divinity by 
whom he was conduced. (Ganefq^ the God of Prudence 
and Policy, the fon of Seeva^ (Time,) the enemy of the 
God of Love.) 

4. Part of this verfe unintelligible. — ^A perfon of the name of 

Veefwa Malta is reprefented as the jewel of the diadem of 
Kings, and as a vidorious King, giving luftre to the race 
of Oolookya. His adminiftration flowed in a hundred 
endlefs ftreams from the prime effence of the refervoir of 
felf-reftraint. 

5. Part illegible. Still relates to Vecfma Malla^ and fomething 

about pulling. up the root of the tree of plenty, not by 
the thunderbolt, but by means of a certain perfon of the 
houfehold of the military order, whofe name was Raja^ 
narayana. 

6. The Lord Vedya Natba^ who adorns the whole earth, and 

whofe mightinefs fhews compaffion for the pains and 
troubles with which flie is furrounded, placed in him a 
portion of his own fpirit.-— Second hemiftic unintel- 
ligible. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 7. He had a wife, whofe title was Nagalla Devee^ with a form 

like the Goddefs Sree, by whom the Raja had children, 
who were the confufion of his enemies. 

8. The meaning of this verfe rather obfcure. Bbooja Pratapa^ 

the younger brother of Pratapa-^Malla^ got pofleffion' of 
the government by force. 

9, In the firft hemiftic Veefwa Malla places the fon of Pratapa 

Malla in his ftead. — ^The fecond part of this verfe is im- 
perfefl;. — Contains fomething about Veefwa Malla s par- 
taking of holy food, with the immortal water which bears 
the name of his wife. 

10. A very obfcure verfe, and, in fomc places, imperfect. 

Arjoana^ who is dcfcribed a youth of extraordinary abi- 
lities, is called Arjoona Deva. 

XI. In his hand he bore the mark of a wheel, and was a pro- 
tcdor of his people. A difficult verfe. 

1 1. His offspring, Saranga Diva^ defeats the chiefs of Goojara^ 

who are reprefented as overcome with the pride of 
wealth. 

13. He is defcribed as having been vidorious in a battle be- 

tween the Yadava and MSlava chiefs, and is compared to 
the eagle of Veejbnoo (which, In the fable of the elephant 
and tcMtoife ftruggling for fuperiority^ came down and 
carried them both away). 

14. His fon Nakeolee^ like a divinity, comes fr<wi above to {hew 

favour to the human race : 

15. And to fhew favour to the race of Odoohya^ who, for a long 

time, had lain mider'a father's curfe. 

16. Four infpirttS perfons, whofe names were Kodfeeka^ G^ggy^f 

Karoojha^ and Matriya^ defcend upon the eanh, for the 
purpofe iof performing certain ceremonies called Pqfoo^ 
pata-^vrata^ aad that they were his attendants. 

17. The meaning rather obfcure. — Being rendered humble by 

^me holy man, he was an ornament to the world which 
4S watered by four feas. — Some fyllaWes wanting in the 
£rft foot. 

Verfe 
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Verfe 1 8. This verfe is alfo defective and obfcure. — ^From a certain 

family, ftated to have been favoured by thofe four holy 
men, proceeded the race of Garggeya^ a generation of 
boundlefs minds. 

19. The firft hemiftic ftates, that a perfon of the name of 
' Karteeka-rafee was the deliverer of the family of Garggeya^ 

and chief of the place. The fecond hemiilic is imper- 
fect. 

20. Imperfect and very unintelligible. Valmeekeerafce feems to 

be here mentioned as the fucceffor of Karteeka-^rafee. 

21. The Prince is herein likened to the God Treepoorantaka^ 

and certain great men to other immortals; and it is ftated 
that this is recorded upon a ftone. 

22. Treepoorantaka is reprefented as the difcipUy or (rather per- 

haps) the fucceffor of Valmeekcerqfee, — ^The gieateft part 
of this verfe is very obfcure, 

23. Unintelligible. 

24. Defective. — ^Relates to the performance of a pilgrimage. 


25. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

26. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

27. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

28. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 

29. Ditto. 

ditto 

ditto 


30. He meditates on the goodnefs of the God Rama^ and vifits 

Lankay and the dike or bridge fuppofed to have been 
conftru^ed during the wars of Rama and Ravana^ be- 
tween the ifland of Ceylon and the continent, 

31. Very intricate, — ^Vifits feme other holy place, 

32. Vifits the river Sarafwatee and Prayaga. 

33. Vifits the city of the God who bears a crefcent, which he 

adorns. (Banaris.) 

34. The illuftrious Ganda Vreebafpatciy having defigned it by 

means of a Brahman^ built a magnificent place -' 
2)S* J^dg'^^g* ^^^ through the means of the purity of his aftions, 
he fhould achieve the greateft degree of renown, he here 
rej oiced. Rather obfcure. 

o o Verfe 
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Vcrfc 36, Very imperfedl and obfcure. It ftates, that the illuftrious 

Treepoorantaka is alfo the reflection of the jewel of the 
diadem of the race of heaven, &c. &c. 

37. Obfcure. — ^He beftowed fplendid gifts upon fome diftreflfed 

perfon, 

38. Very intricate.— States that Rama, which means either his 

wife or his fortune^ was the ornament of the world. 

39. Very enigmatical. From whofe fplendid virtues the great 

men, who delight to fport in the atoms which float in 
the beams of light iflfuing from the beauty of the leaf of 
the fleepy Kctakee of the diadem of the Goddefs Saraf- 
watecy went to adorn the females of the eight points. 

40. By which wife man (meaning Treepoorantaia) were founded 

five temples for burnt-offerings, called Ayatanas^ to the 
North of the Mandapa (Sarai) of the Ayatana of Some^ 
fwara^ near the old bell-houfe of Sree Bbajee^ and under 
the proteAion of the five glories of Sree Kanta. 
jLU The man to whom belongs the exceflive magnificence of 
great minds, who for the happinefs of the mother Lady 
of Malbana *, placed there the Lord of Malbana. 

42. The wife man, whofe adions^are thofe of the firfl: age, 

who there conftrudled an Ayatana for the hufband of 
Ooma^ by name Gandavreebajpatee. 

43. Who, being the renown of great men, for the happinefs of 

Ooma the wife of Vreebafpatee^ fet up the hufband of 
Ooma. 

44. Here the hufband of Rama^ called the Lord Treepoorantaia 

Ramefwara^ even by his own name, by the favourite 
name of the protefl:or of the beautiful Treepoorantceka. 

45. Who, being one whofe mind was fixed on him on whofe 

diadem is a crefcent, placed in the midfl of the five 
Ayatanasy the Goddefs Sarafwatee^ the God who con- 
dufketh to the accomplifhment of our wifhes, (Ganefa,) and 
(fome others whofe names are not eafily to be made out) 

* Pcxhaps the name of the place. 

Verfc 
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All thefe verfes relate to a v^ety of duties to be per- 
formed in the temples, to the offerings ordained to 
be made, and to the digging of refervoirs for obla- 
tions, &c. &c. 


Verfe 46. Seems, very incorred. Who confiru^ed a pillar wltbout 

the North gate of the place. 
47. A perfon of the name of Jagannatha Rolanee appointed to 

clean the Gods every day. 
48. 
49. 

52- 

S3' 

54- 

55- 
56. 

57- 
58. 

59- 
60. 

61. 
62, 

64. 
65. 

.66, 
67. 
68. 
69. 

70. He-^ve an Ayatxma for the ufe of. the Chatoorjatakapata^ 

becaufe a gate had been broken, and had tumbled down. 

71. He founded this holy place, and fet up this Safana (ordi- 

nance) with his own well-earned wealth. 

72. He built the pleafent houfe of Sree in the midft of the 

jtyatanCy and fet up a table of his own divine genealogy, 
for the glory of the illuflxious Ganda-^ranaka^rebaJ^atte^ 
and Saranga BboopaUe. 

002 Verfe 
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Verfe 73. A long laboured verfe of four feet of fourteen fyllablcs 

each, totally unintelligible. 

74. Ditto ditto. 

75. Ditto ditto. 

76. Ditto ditto. 

77. In the year of the Mtsl of SrBe Veekrama 1343, 5th of the 

bright half of the Moon in the month of Magha *. 
The great feaft of the folemnities of the Leenga (Priapus) 
in the aflembly. 

Memorandum of the kinds of Verfe the Safana is compofed in. 

Verfe i. A long verfe of four feet, called Arya. 

2. Four feet of fourteen fyllables each, called Vafanta-teelakam^ 
in this form: 


v> ^ v> -— ^ v> 



Same meafure as 


6. Four feet of nineteen fyllables each, called Sardoolavee* 

kreereeta, in this form : — — — ^ vj — V) — 

Vj ^ ^ ..^ .1-^ —I. ^ _ _ ^j — -. 

7. Four feet of eleven fyllables each, in this form : 

— — - ^ — — v» ^ — v» — — — • It is called 
Eendravajra. 

8. Ditto ditto. 

9. Ditto ditto, but incorredl. 

10. Same as fecond j— -one fyllable wanting (^) in the firft foot, 

11. Ditto ditto. 

12. Ditto ditto. 

13. Is a curious fpecies of verfe, called Arya ; to compofe 

which, it is neceffary that the quantity of the firft and 
third feet be equal to twelve fhort fyllables, the fecond 

* December, A. D. 1 286. 

foot 
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foot equal to eighteen fhorts, and the fourth to fif^ 
teen. 

14. Four feet of nineteen fyllables.— Seems very incorrect. 

15. Four feet of twelve fyllables, called Venqfiabeela : 

16. Same as thirteenth. 

17. A fpecies of verfe of all others the moft common, called 

Onoojbtoopa ; four feet each of eight fyllables.. The rule 
for conftrudting it is that the fifth fyllable in each foot 
be (hort, the feventh fliort in the fecond and fourth feet^ 
and the fixth long in each foot. 

18. Ditto. 

19. Four feet of eleven fyllables each, tlie fame as feventlw 

ImperfeG. 

20. Same as fecond. 

21. Ditto. 

22. Same as feventh. 

23. Same as fecond. 

24. Uncertain. Many fyllables wanting* 

25. Same as feventlh Greateft part of the fecond and thlrdJ 

feet wanting. 

26. Ditto. Five fyllables wanting in third foot, and three 

in the fourth. 

27. A verfe of eleven fyllables, where the third, fixth, feventh,, 

and ninth fyllables are fhort.. Seven fyllables. deficient 
in fourth foot. 

28. A verfe of fourteen fyllables to the foot. Seven fyllables 

wanting in the fourth foot. 

29. A verfe of eleven fyllables.. Four fyllables wanting in laft 

foot. 

30. Ditto, in this form: ^ — ^ — .-.^ ;o ^ — s^ — — 

Verfe 
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Verfe 31. A verfe of fourteen fyllables, the fame as fecond. 
32. of 1 1 fyllables to the foot. 

$$. of 12 ditto. 

34- 
35- 
36. 

37- 
38. 


39- 
40. 

41. 

42. 

43- 
44. 

45- 
46. 

47- 
48. 

49. 

50' 
51- 
52- 
S3' 
54- 
S5* 

57- 
58. 

59- 

60, 

61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 


of 8 ditto. 


of 1 1 dittb. 


of 19 ditto. 

Same as 6th. 

of 1 2 ditto. 

Same as 15th. 

of 1 1 ditto. 

In this form : — ^ — — ^ ^ v> 

— 

«^ — ^ — . Called Rathodhata. 

of 1 2 ditto. 

Same as 15th. 

of 1 4 ditto. 

Same as 2d. 

of 8 ditto. 

Seems incorred. 

of 8 ditto. 


of 8 ditto. 

• 

of 1 2 ditto. 

Same as 15th. 

of 1 1 ditto. 

Same as 38 th. 

of 1 1 ditto. 

ditto. 

of 8 ditto. 

# 

of 8 ditto. 


Same as ift and 13th. 

of 8 ditto. 


of 8 ditto. 

* 

of 8 ditto. 


of 8 ditta 

• 

of 9 ditto. 

Seems imperfe^. 

of 8 ditto. 

Imperfed. 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

of 8 ditto. 

ditto. 

of -8 ditto. 

ditto. 

of 8 ditto. 


of 8 ditto. 


of 8 ditto* 

, 

of 8 ditto. 



Verfe 
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Verfe 65. A verfe of i.i fyllables to the foot Called Salecnee. 
. 66. of 1 1 xiitto. Same as 7th. 

67. of 8 ditto. 

68. of 12 ditto. Called Eendravanfa. In this form: 

69t of 1 1 ditto. In this form : 

Vj ^ v> — — v> v>— v>— — - 

70. of 8 fyllables. 

71. of 14 ditto. Same as 2d. 

72. of 14 ditto. ditto. 

73. of 14 ditto. ditto. 
74* of 14 ditto. ditto. 

75. of 14 ditto. ditto. 

76. Uncertain, being imperfed. 
Concluiion in Profe. 

N. B. The verfes do not begin with the lines ; but their endings 
may be known by the numbers. 


Mafra. 

The name of a magnificent edifice, confiding of a 
church, royal palace, and monaftery, is fituated in a bleak 
folitary country, about nineteen miles Weft of Lifbon, 
was founded by John the Fifth, in one thoufand feven 
hundred and fcventeen. 

From the nature and magnitude of this edifice, it may 

be confidered as the Efcuriai of Portugal ; which ftruAure 

5 ^he 
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the Royal founder intended to emulate ; it occupies more 
ground ; and the treafures he lavifhed on it, if properly 
applied, would raife a pile qMich fuperior to the Efcurial 
in point of architedure ; but unfortunately the defigner of 
it had neither a mind to conceive, or a hand to execute, 
a defign for a glebe-houfe, much lefs a bafilick and 
Royal palace. 

The name of this mechanic was Frederic Ludovi^i ; he 
was a native of Germany, and a goldfmith by profeflion. 
Having amafled a confiderable fortune in executing the 
gold and filver utenfils of the patriarchal church, he was 
appointed, under the fpecious title of Architeft, to defign 
and execute this fabric, through the intereft of one of his 
Majefty's minifters, with whom his money had greater 
weight than his talents. 

The plan of this edifice forms a quadrangle, meafuring 
from Eafl to Weft feven hundred and fixty feet, and 
from North to South fix hundred and feventy feet. In 
the centre of the Weft front is a fort of an Ionic hexaftyle 
portico, which leads to the church; at each fide is 
a pavilion, one for the accommodation of the Royal 
Family, the other for the Patriarch and mitred canons. 
At the rear of the building is a monaftery with three 
hundred cells. It has alfo a college, inftituted in one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two, by Jofeph the 
Firft. Don Joaquim de Afrump9oa, the profefTor of ma- 

B thematics, 
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thematics, very obligingly fhewed us the repofitory of 
mathematical inftruments. The library is three hundred 
and eighty-one palmos long, by forty-three broad, and 
fuppofed to contain between forty and fifty thoufand 
volumes. 

In the dado of the high altar are two large tables of 
black marble, fo highly polilhed, that John the Fifth 
ufed them as looking-glafles before they were fent hither. 
Among the ornaments of the edifice are fifty-eight ftatues 
of Carrara marble j fome of which are very well executed. 
We may form fome idea of the magnitude of the whole by 
the number of apartments it contains, which amount to eight, 
hundred and fixty-fix. The doors and windows amount 
to five thoufand two hundred. 

The entire of this vaft pile is vaulted and covered 
over with flags, forming a platform, whereby we may 
walk over the fiimmit of the edifice. Here I obferved fe- 
veral large blocks of ftones that were ihivered by lightning. 
Condudors are ere£ked in the different parts wherein the 
injuries happened, but no where elfe. The gardens, which 
are at the rear, are very extenfive, and well-flored with a 
variety of exotics, which the founder imported at a great 
cxpence frona his pofleffions in Afia, Africa, or America. 
For a more particular account of this ftru£ture, we refer 
the reader to Father John do Prado's defcription of it, 

p p publifhed 
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publifhed at Lifbon in the year one thouiand feven him^ 
dred and fifty-one. 

Having been informed by his Grace the Bifhop of Beja, 
that feveral veftiges of Roman antiquities had been lately 
difcovered in his diocefe near the city of Bcja, I refblved 
to make a journey thilher, and to vifit the city of Evora^ 
which is faid to have fome valuable ancient monuments. 

On the ninth of O&ober one thoufand {even hundred 
and ninety, I fet out. from Lifbon, and arrived in the even^ 
ing at Aide Galega, a fmall village on the Eaft fide of the. 
Tagus. Next day, about two o'clock, I reached 

Setuvaly 

A city famous for its fah manu^dories. Its harbour i& 
faid to be the beft in Portugal, except that of Lifbon ; it is 

even better fheltered than the latter, and lefs difficult of 
approach, but not fo extenflve. The population of the 
city is fuppofed to amount to teik thoufand. 

Notwithflanding the trade of this place^ and the con- 
ftant intercourfe i)etween it and Lifbon, yet there is not 
a perch of a road. to be feen the whole way, which is 
about fix leagues; nor can any find their way in the. 
journey, except thofe who are in the conflant habit of 
travelling there; every other perfon mufl take a guide^ 

9 or, 
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or, what will anfwer the iatne purpofe, one of the mules 
.which is trained to the route. 

There is faid to be feveral valuable pidures, by Henry 
.Comeille Vroom, the celebrated Dutch marine-painter, at 
a church in the vicinity of this city. This painter having 
embarked at Holland, with an intent to go tp Spain, was 
caft away in a gale of wind on the coaft of Portugal, where 
his fliip was dafhed to pieces. Among the fragments of 
the wreck that were caft afhore were found fome pidures, 
which were carried to a neighbouring convent. Shortly 
after, Vroom and a few of his diftre0ed cgmpa^ions 
were wafted on the rocks, and condu<9:ed to the fame con- 
vent. The Friars, who greatly admired the piistures, 
.were rejoiced to fee the painter of them : they hofpitably 
entertained him and his fellow-fuiFerers, furnifhed thejpd 
with money and clothes, and fent them to Lifbon. In 
gratitude for their humanity, Vroom returned to Setuval, 
;and painted feveral pidures'for the Friars. 

At Setuval I embarked in a pailage-boat, and failed 
up the river Cadaon. On the banks of this river is ma- 
nufaftured all the lalt exported from Setuval : when pre- 
pared, it is piled up in heaps in the form of hay-ricks, 
and coveroi with ftraw or ruflies, to exclude the rain. 
The quantity of it produced here, though very great, is 
but trivial incomparifon to what it is capable of yielding. 
The river Cadaon is fo extenflve, ^d well adapted for 

p p 2 that 
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that trade, that one would fuppofe it competent to fup- 
ply all Europe with fait j and it is allowed to be fuperior 
in quality to any manufa&ured in Spain, Sardinia, or 
France. 

About ten o'clock at night we reached Alca^er do Sal, 
a fmall town about fix leagues from Setuval. Its principal 
trade confifts in fait and fifh, with which the inhabitants 
fupply moft of the province of Alenteju. They have 
alfo rufhcs here of a particular kind, of which mats, 
chairs, &c. are made. The territory produces little 
corn, and the wine it yields is white, and of an inferior 
quality. 

This town in former times was reforted to, during the 
Summer feafon, by the opulent Romans who inhabited 
Beja, Evora, and other parts of Lufitania. They had their 
villas and baths in it, and a temple dedicated to the god> 
defs Salacia, Auguftus Cefar made it a free town. The 
Moors had pofleffion of it from the year feven hundred 
and thirteen, till one thoufand two hundred and Seventeen;, 
when Alfonfo the Second finally banifhed them, after re- 
ducing the town to a heap of ruins. 

I lodged here at an inn belonging to a man who held 
an office of fome importance under the chief magiftrate 
of the town. He entertained me at fiippo* with the beft 
fare his houfe could afford ; viz» beef, eggs, greens, a 

bgttle 
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bottle of pretty good wine, and a profufion of fruit, pome- 
granates, olives, grapes, and a mufk-melon. No hoft was 
ever more defirous of pleafing a gueft whom he never faw be- 
fore, nor ever expeded to fee again. He took off his fword 
and fat by me during fuj)per, alternately taking fnuff and 
humming ftanzas to the found of his guitar. Next morn- 
ing, having hired a mule and a guide for me, he fumifhed 
his bill ; the amount of which, for fupper, wine, bed, &c. 
was two teftoons (one fhilling and three halfpence). The 
remainder of a crufado I diftributed among his children-; 
and he was fo well pleafed to fee the little ones taken 
notice of, that he declared, if ever you come this way 
agaifty Siry myfelf and my houfe Jball be at your fervice^ 

O Sober ^i. This morning we pafled through a country 
that exhibits fome of the moft beautiful fcenes that a 
landfcape-painter could wifli to behold : fcenes whofe wild, 
grandeur would invite the pencil of a Salvator Rofa ; con- 
fifting of lofty hills, rude clifi^, and deep valleys, fineljr 
watered, and interfperffed with pine and oak- tree» : here 
and there a cottage, with a few peafants and cattle, 
enlivened the fcenc j and nothing was wanting that the 
artift could wifli for to transfer to- the canvas, except the^ 
ftately ruins; It- is extraordinary, that fuch tranfcendent 
profpeds do not call forth the exertions of the Portuguefe 
artiflff to the ftudy of landfcape ; for there are no profeflbrs 
of that branch of the fine arts in the kingdom j, at leaft I 
could not hear of, nor meet with one.. 

Towards-. 
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Towards the evening we entered a flat country, with- 
out culture, without inhabitants, an unprofitable wafte, 
which, apparently, for ages, had not been pierced by the 
plowihare. In this tracklefs defert we loft our way : the 
guide remained fome time in fufpenfe which courie to take : 
at length he begged of me to unlight, took the bridle off 
the mule, and fent it before us : we followed the animal, 
and thus regained our way. Shortly after, we accofted a 
troop of Carrie's who were going to Beja ; my guide hav- 
iiig bartered with one of them, transferred me to his care 
the ^remainder of the journey, and .he returned home. 

At five o'clock we ftopped to bait at a well ; here the 
carriers drew up water for their mules with ropes and lea- 
ther buckets they carried for that purpofe. Contiguous to 
this we met a fwine herd at the foot of an oak : he had 
juft threfhed from its boughs a meal of acorns for the 
briftly floek which furrounded him ; a girl who accompa- 
nied him was roafting part of the lame fruit for their own 
repaft, whilft he played on a fmall lute. 

In the courie of the evening we met feveral herds of 
this kind feeding on grafs and acorns : hence, probably, 
arifes the excellence of the Portuguefe bacon, fo much 
efteemed all over Europe. The flefli of hogs reared in 
this manner, muft certainly be very different in flavour 
from thofe fed in cities or fea-port towns. 

During 
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During the. laft fix leagues of this day's journey, I had 
not ieen a village, nor even a houfe. Here day and night 
h equally folitary and filent : the country appeared to 
have no claimants except tbefe fwine. herds, who roved 
about it uncontrouled ; and the flillnefs of nature is (el- 
dom interrupted but with the found of their horns. At 
nine o'clock we defcried a light on a neighbouring moun- 
tain, which we approached, and there tarried till morning 
in a lonely hoflillery. 

Shortly after our arrival came In two young Francifcan 
Friars from Cadiz, who were going to Lifbon to pafs their 
noviciate* They appeared very fatigued, as they travelled 
on foot agreeably to the rules <^ their order; .a mode of 
travelling they called riding the capuchins mule. 

Of all the inns I have yet met with, this is the moft 
wretched. There was nothing to be had in it but bread 
and four wine,, diough all of us flood much in need of 
refrefliment : for my own part, I had taken none fince 
fix o'clock in the morning,, as the provifions I had with 
me were hardened, and rendered unfit for ufe, by the 
icorching rays of the lun. Whilft we were contriving 
how to alleviate our diftrefs, the keeper of the inn entered 
with two large hares fiung to a rufty fowling-piece, and. 
Telieved our anxiety. 

I 

The hopes of being fijmptuoufly regaled by this un- 
cxpeded fupply gave hew life to tiws wearied Friars, wh& 

' were 
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were perfuaded that Providence iad interpofed in their 
behalf. Their felicity, however, was of fhort duration; 
the profped vanifhed, and left them amidfl their misfor- 
tune to refledt on the folly of anticipation. Here was 
the caufe of our difappointment. The elder of the two 
Friars approached the fire-place where the landlord's two 
daughters were cooking the hares, which they minced and 
|)ut into an earthen veflel fupported by a tripod. Thefe 
girls being young and handfome, had tempted the difciple 
of St. Francis (who was full of youth and vigour like 

'*• Rabelais* Friar John) to make love to one of them, though 

he pretended to be devoutly recounting his beads. In 
fhort, between piety and beaUty the tripod was overfet, 

I and the brittle veflel containing the minced hares was 

dafhed to pieces on the hearth. 

I 

The only refource now left was to fleep away our 
hunger like the l.aplanders ; but unfortunately the fitu- 
ation allotted to us for that purpofe was not the mod 
eligible. We were fent to a fmall office without a door 
at the rear of the houfe, on the floor of which was laid a 
mattrefs for each of us to rcpofe on. My muleteer cau- 
tioned me to be very watchful, as the place was infefted 
with wolves J adding, that he himfelf would accompany 
rae for fafety, but that he could not think of forfaking a 
comfortable bed he had made up of his facks in the flable. 
I flept, neverthelefs, very foundly in this doorlefs chamber, 
with my fword drawn, till he called me to refume our 
jOurney at four o'clock in the morning. 

I OSfeier 
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OBoher 2 2d. Though I did not give much credit to 
^hat the muleteer related laft night refpedirrg the wolves, 
yet this morning I was fully convinced of the truth of it. 
Shortly after we left the inn, we defcried one of thefe 
animals at the diftance of about three hundred yards ; it 
flood for a moment, but fled as foon as the muleteers began 
to fhout and caft ftones at it. From its fize one fhould 
fuppofe it not adequate to encounter a flrong maftiff. 


JBeja, 

At one o'clock in the evening we reached the city of 
Beja, when I delivered the letters with which his Grace 
the Bifhop honoured me at my departure from Lifbon ; 
his fecretary. informed me, that he had received orders to 
accommodate me in the palace, and to give every afllftance 
in his power in facilitating the objeA of my journey. 

This city is leated upon an eminence in the province of 
Alenteju, about three and twenty leagues South-eaft of . 
Lifbon. Julius Caefar honoured it with the title of Pax 
Julia, and made it a Roman colony : the Moors had 
pofleffion of it from the year feven hundred and fifteen, 
till one thoufand one hundred and fixty-two. Some re- 
mains of the walls, towers, and fortifications of the latter 
are ftill extant, but none of the monuments oT the former. 
The chief part of the prefent town was built by Alfonfo. 

CLCL the 
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the Third. It contains one of the beft conftrud:ed caftles 
in the kingdom, founded by King Diniz. Two leagues 
from hence is the Guadiana, a celebrated river, which runs 
feven leagues of its courfe under ground, from the village 
of ArgamafiUa to the town of Daymiel. The ancient city 
of Beja was built a fhort diilance to the Eaft of the prefent. 
In digging there lately, feveral antique fragments were dif- 
covered. It muft be regretted that thefe refearches are not 
profecuted ; the procefs would not be attended with much 
difficulty or expence, as the pavement of the old city is 
not more than fix and twenty feet beneath the furface of 
the earth ; a {peculator in this undertaking would, pro- 
bably, be amply compenfated for his trouble, if one may 
judge from the experiment already made. In a cave not 
exceeding thirty feet fquare by twenty deep, feveral frag- 
ments have been found, which are depofited among other 
ancient remains in the Bifhop of Beja's Mufeum. The 
articles in the three following Plates, viz. XIV. XV. and 
XVI. are part of what I have copied from thence, except 
M and N, in Plate XIV. the prototypes of which are in 
the city of Evora. 

Reference to Plate XIV. 

A and B. Monuments of marble. 

C. A monument of iblid ftone, which appears by the 
infcription to have been depofited to the memory of a 
merchant (whole name is defaced) by his wife. 

^ D. D. Repre- 
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D. D. Reprefent one a fword, the other a dagger. 

£. An Amphora. 

F and G. Utenfils of the Etruican kind. 

H. A vafe copied from a fculpture on an ancient ftone. 

I. A Lachrymatory. 

K. An ancient brick, fiich as were ufed in pavements. 

L. An OfTuarium, or Sarcophagus, of an oval form. It 
is three feet long by one foot wide; the depth is the fame 
as the width. In this were found petrefcent bones of a 
brown colour, each piece of which appears to be as heavy 
as the fame quantity of Carara marble. Whether this 
petrifying quality be inherent in the ftone of which the 
Sarcophagus is formed, I could not learn ; but it is not 
unreaibnable to attribute it to that caufe: for Theophraftus 
mentions, th&t fame fiones have the property of petrifying 
or converting wholly into fione 'whatever is put into vejfels 
made of them. I fliall add what Sir John Hill obfcrves 
on this paflage of Theophraftus. 

** The ^on^ Theophraftus next mentions, and of which 
he has recorded the petrifying power, but not the name, 
is the Lapis AJjtusy or Sarcophagus. Iha* AJftan^ or 
flefh-confuming ftone. The Sarcophagus^ Boet. 403, 
Ajftus vel AJftus Lapis y Char It. 251. Sarcophagus ^ five 
AJJius Lapis y De Laet. 133. AJius Lapis, S almas, in 
Solin 847. Plin, book 36. chap. 17, 

Q. 0, 2 ** This 
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" This was a ftone much known, and ufed among the 
Greeks in their fepultures, and by them called o-xexo <pxyocy 
from its power of confuming the flefh buried in it^ 
which, it is faid, to have perfectly effected in forty days. 
This property it was much famed for, and all the an- 
cient naturalifts mention it :. but the other, of turning 
into ftone things put into veflels made of it, has been re- 
corded only by this author and Mutianus, from whom 
Pliny has copied it ; and from him (bme kw only of the 
later naturalifts. The account Mutianus gives of it is, 
that it converted into ftone the fhoes of perfons buried in 
it, as alfo the utenfils, which it was, in fome places^ 
cuftomary to bury with the body ; particularly thofe the 
perfons while living had moft delighted in. The utenfils 
he mentions are fuch as muft have been made of many 
different materials ; whence it appears, that this ftone had a 
power of conftimingonlyflefli ;. but that its petrifying quality 
extended to fubftances of very different kinds. Whether 
it really poflefled this laft quality, or not, has been much 
doubted, and many have been afraid, from its fuppofed 
improbability, to record it. What has much difcouraged 
a .difl)elief of it is Mut.ianus\ account of its thus taking 
plape on fubjedis of different kinds and textures : but this, 
in my opinion, is no objection at all, and the whole ac- 
count, very probably, true. — The place where this ftone 
was dug was near Affos^ b. city in Lyday from whence it 
had its name ; and Boethius informs us, that in that coun- 
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try, and in fome parts of the Eaft, there were alfo ft ones 
of this kind, which, if tied to the bodies of living perfons, 
would, in the fame manner, confume their flefh." 

Sir yohn HilVs Tranjlation of Theophraflus^ 
Hifiory of S tones , page 2 3 . et feq. in note. 

Plate XV. A. Is another monument of the fame kind 
before-mentioned, C. Plate XIV. 

B and C. Roman infcriptional ftones. 

D. An ancient infcriptional ftone of the Chriftian sera. 
The epitaph which it bears is written in all the fimplicity 
of the apoftolic ages. Here lies Pauly tbefervant of Gody 
who lived 51 years. He refied in peace on the third day 
of the ides of March y Era 582. 

Plate XVL The five infcriptional ftones reprefented irr 
this Plate are alfo in the Bifhop of Beja's colledion, except 
the- one marked D, which is m. the wall of the praqa of 
the city of Beja. Several other Roman fragments have 
been found in the excavation above mentioned, among 
which was a mutilated ftatue leated on a throne, fuppofed 
to have reprefented the Goddefs Sybilla. The body of it 
is entire, but wants the head and arms ; what remains of 
it, neverthelefs, is very valuable, as the proportions of the 
members, the form of the drapery, and the delicacy of the 
fculpture, clearly evince that it was executed when the 
arts were at their zenith. Near this ftatue were Yound, 

in 
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in the {j^mc cave, a hand holding a patera, and a buft, 
which is laid to reprefent Auguftus Caefar. 

Having taken Iketches of the moft remarkable objeds 
in this city and its environs, I fet out with a guide and a 
mule for Evora, a city about twelve leagues diftant from 
the former. As we could find no proper accommodation 
on the road,' I refolved to reach Evora that night ; there- 
fore I gave the mule to the guide, who was an old man, 
and walked after him the greater part of the journey. At 
eleven o'clock at night we reached 


Evora, 

This city is fituated in the middle of the province 
Alenteju, upon an eminence ; furrounded by a fine level 
coimtry, which produces corn, wine, and oil. It is. 
called in Latin Ebora, Some writers think that Pto-r 
lemy alludes to it when he writes Ebura, the name of a 
city in the province of Andalufia. The Spanifh anti- 
quarians fay Evora was firft built by the Celti, about feven 
hundred and fifty-nine years before the birth of Chrift. 
Pliny and others affirm, that it was inhabited by the Gauls, 
Phoenicians, and Perfians. Quintus Sertorius, the cele- 
brated Roman Captain, made himfelf mafter of it about 
eighty years before Chrift, and fecured it with walls, for- 
tifications, and fubterraneous ways; he alfb ornamented 

it 
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it with feveral pubHc buildings, fome of which exift to 
this day. 

Julius Csfar was the next that fubdued Evora ; he 
made it a municipal town, and gave it the name of 
Liberalitas Julia, The Moors took pofleflion of it in 
the year feven hundred and fifteen. It is not fo large as 
Oporto, though confidered as the feccmd city in the 
kingdom. The number of its inhabitants are computed 
at twenty thoufand, among whom are many families of 
-diftiniflion. It contains a college and a tribunal of inqui- 
fition. The members of the latter may be confidered as 
holding finecure places ; for the power of this tribunal is 
greatly fallen, and likely never more to rife again. 


AqueduB of ^Sertorius, Plate XVII. 

Among the public buildings raifed here by Quintus 
Sertorius, there exifts a noble Aquedudt in good preferva- 
tion; the annexed View of it was taken about a mile and 
half to the North of the city. The piers are nine feet 
broid, by four feet and a half thick j the arched fpace 
between is thirteen feet fix inches, which is equal to the 
breadth and thicknefs of each pier added together. At 
intervals buttrefles are fuperadded to the piers, the better 
to fecure the arcuation. The whole is formed of irregular 
ftone, except the arches, which are of brick. 

From 
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From the labour and expence required in building 
Aqueduds of this kind, many people have been led to 
conclude, that the ancients were unacquainted with the art 
of conveying water through unequal grounds by any other 
means, on account, as it is fuppofed, of their ignorance 
that water conveyed in tubes attained the level of its pri- 
mitive fource. Vitruvius, however, clearly fhews the con- 
trary- in b. viii. c. 7. he gives excellent rules for convey- 
ing water in tubes ; rules which, if properly attended to, 
would prevent many blunders, in fimilar operations, among 
us. Pliny alfo, in b. -xxxi. c. 6. cjtprcfsly mentions, that 
the ancients frequently conveyed water in this manner. 
It is a miftaken notion then, to fuppofe that they were 
ignorant of the principles of hydraulics ; becaufe they 
generally conveyed water in aqueduds, in preference to 
pipes. 

Plate XVIIL is a perfpeAive reprefentation of a caf- 
tellum, which is erefted over the above Aquedu<ft at its 
termination in the city. In the centre of it is a fmall 
refervoir, from whence tubes are conveyed to the different 
fountains and cifterns, agreeably to what Vitruvius re- 
commends, b. viii. c, 7. 

The plan of this caftellum is circular ; its greateft dia- 
meter is twelve feet fix inches, independent of the fur- 
lounding columns, which are eight in number, of the 
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Ionic Order. In each intercolumniation is a niche, with 
a flriated head ; an aperture is formed in one of them to 
give accefs to the infide of the ftrudure. The fecond 
ftory is 4ecorated with Ionic pilafters, between which 
-art apertures for ventilation ; the top is crowned with an 
hemifpherical dome. 

What appear fingular in this antique monument, are 
the acrotoires and deprefled parapet over the entablature 
of the columns. It is probable that each of thefe acro- 
toires was -formctly crowned, with- a vale : die remains of 
one is ftill vifible, as ezpreffed in the View ; and the 
fragment of a pedeftal to be feen in one of the niches, 
induces me to fuppofe that each of thefe alio was decorated 
with a vaie. 

The whole is conftrufted of brick,, incruftated with 
cement, of fo hard and durable a iubftance, i^at few parts 
of it appear to have failed by the natural decays of time. 
Confidering it was built feventy years before the Chriftian 
sra, we cannot but admire how fuch an apparently 
delicate firudure has refifted the accumulated injuries 
of time. Upon the whole, it may be juftly confidered 
one of the beft preferved and moft beautiful pieces of an- 
cient architedure in exiflence. 


Here we have a flriking inflance of what a good archi- 
ted is capable of cfieding witk the naieaaeft materials. 

RR ^ Of 
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Of its dimenfions, nothing can be more elegant than this 
caftellum, though formed of brick and cement. 

/ 

The Greeks had many buildings, conftruded of the like 
materials * ; and we find in Vitruvius, b. ii. c. 3. that the 
Romans alfo frequently built with bricks, as the remains of 
their edifices evince to this day. Palladio has left us a fine 
Specimen of this mode of building in an odaftile portico at 
Venice; the columns of which are thirty-five feet high, 
formed of bricks that were caft in circular moulds, and cut 
into quadrants before they were bake J. From the/e, and 
many other examples that we could refer to, of elegant 
buildings conftruded of brick, it appears evident that the 
meannefs of our edifices, proceeds not from want of ma- 
terials, but architects; for there is no country, however 
barren, but afibrds better materials than aitifb.. 

Temple of Diana, Plate XIX. 

This Plate exhibits a view of another ftrudure, built bjr 
Sertorius,. faid to be the remains of a Temple dedicated 
to Diana. The front of it prefents an hexaftyle ia the 
Corinthian Order ; the diftribution of which appears to be 
pycnofylos ; for the intercolunmiation is exadly one dia- 
meter and a half, like that of the Temple of the deified 
Julius, and of the Temple of Vemis in Caefar's forum,, 
mentioned by Vitruvius, b. Hi., c. 3. 
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The diameter of the columns is • three feet four inches* 
The bafe is Attic, in height a femi-diameter of the co- 
lumn, or twenty inches, including the upper liftle. The 
(hafts are cut into channels and fillets ; each channel is 
fix inches and a half broad, and a femi-circle in depth ; 
the number of channels in e^ch column is but fixteeni 
Vitruvius afligns twenty-four channels to the Corinthian 
column, yet the appearance of thefe ftriae is not unpleafing. 
For proportion and delicacy of fculpturc the capitals are 
much to be admired. 

The entablature is entirely deftroyed, except part of 
the firft facia of the architrave ; the reft of the work is 
in a degree of prefervation fcarcely credible for a monu- 
ment of its age. For this it is indebted to the durability 
of the materials, which is a fpecies of granite fomewhat 
afperous, but exceedingly hard. The rubble- work in the 
front and fides is evidently Moorifque, as may be inferred, 
from the pinnacles with which it is crowned. 

At one fide of the hexaftyle are five columns, including 
the angular one ; at the other, I could difcover but three. 
From thefe and the columns of the front we may infer that 
it had been a Peripteral Temple ; for, according to Vi- 
truvius, b. iii. c. I . Temples of this kind had fix columns 
in the front, and as many in the pofticus ; the flanks had 
eleven each, including the angular columns, and a fpace 
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equal to an intercolumn was left at every fide between 
the furrounding columns and the cell or body of the 
Temple. 

The elegance difplayed in the remains of this Temple, 
have led many to conjedure that the archited had been a 
Greek, from a fuppo£tion that Rome at the time of Ser- 
torius had not artifts competent to dcfign and execute fo 
polifhed a fabric. My firft knowledge of it was derived 
from Don Ignacia de Manique^ the Intendant General of 
Lifbon. In point of antiquity , as well as elegance, it is 
the moft eftimable ftrudure in Portugal, yet' I am forry 
to add, that the ftate of negled in which it is left re- 
dounds little to the honour or difcernment of the people of 
Evora. It is now converted into the meaneft of dHces— a 
meat-fliambles. In this refped, hdwever, it may be faid 
to have fome affinity to its former deftination ; for then it 
flowed with the blood of vidims, which were iacrificed to 
appeafe the Goddefs Diana ; whereas the like tragedies are 
now performed in it to appeaie hungry mortals. Indeed, 
it appears to have been perpetually deftined for a theatre 
of tragic exhibitions. 

Several ancient infcriptional ftoncs have been found from 
time to time in this city and its environs, of which" there 
are nine to be feen in an old wall contiguous to the prifon, 
with two modern ones. Copies of theie infcriptions may 
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be (een in the following Plates ; viz, XX. XXI. XXI T. 
I cannot help obferving that- the infcriptional (lone D, 
rcprefented in Plate XX. appears to be fi6titious. 

Plate XXIII. is a copy of an Arabic infcriptional Stone 
at Evora. 

I 

The prototypes of the ancient vafe M, and of the Doric 
frieze N, in Plate XIV. are alfo preferved ,in the waU 
wherein the above infcriptional ftones are placed. - 

Charnel Houfe, Plate XXIV. 

One morning, whilfl I was making jbnie iketches in thi 
Pra9a, or Square, at Evora, a Francifcan Friar accofted 
me, and afked, if I had leen the Cafa dos Ofos of his con- 
vent ? On being anfwered in the negative, he replied, 
Well then, Mr. Stranger, thou haft feen nothing ; come 
with me. We pafTed through the Francifcan church, and 
entered an arched- way, over which is thi^ infcription : 

Nos OS ofot que aqui eJiamoSy 
PeUos voffos ejperamos. 

Reader, refjpe^k each mouldering bone ; 
This facred cell await thy ovm. 

The vifitant is ftruck with furprize, mixed with ter- 
rory on entering this Golgotha. It is fixty-fix feet long, 
by thirty-r£x broad. The piers, which are eight in num* 

ber, 
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ber, that is, four at each fide of the nave, and alfo the 
walls, are lined with human fkuUs and bones, fet in a hard 
cement. The obfcurity of the place, and the proftrate 
pofture of the pious fupplicants, render the whole a fcene 
truly awful. 

Dr. Young, who is faid to have compofed his Night 
Thoughts by the light of a taper fet in a human flcuU, 
would have faturated his melancholy had he ftudied here ; 
yet the Friars appeared to contemplate thefe mementos of 
mortality without the leaft emotion of that awe incident 
to ftrangers. Su«l»4* t he cfl c<9: of cuftoni, even death it- 
felf is.divefted of its terror in the idea of religious people, 
who are conftantly runiinating on it, and alfo in the idea 
of thofe men who are habituated to the fight of dead bodies 
and fanguinary fcenes. 

Montague obferves, '* It was for this purpofe that 
fepulchres and cemeteries were made adjoining to the 
churches, and in the moft frequented pirts of the city, 
with a view to divert the people (fays Lycurgus) of ths 
idea of terror at the fight of a corpfe, and to the end that 
the continual fight of bones, graves, monuments, and fu- 
neral obfequies, ihould put them in mind of their frail 
condition.'* 

We may alio add a cuftom that obtained among the Mexi- 
cans, when the Spaniards firfi: invaded their country, pro- 
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bably with a view to inlpire courage, as well as to accuftom 
their people to contemn the horrors of death. They fre- 
quently hung the ikulls of their vidims around their 
temples, and at other times piled them up in towers 
cemented with lime. In one of thefe towers Andrea de 
Tapea is faid to have counted an hundred and thirty-{lx 
thoufand fkulls. 

Hence, perhaps, the cuftom of the ancient Romans, who 
at their banquets were wont to treat their guefts with 

tragic exhibitions, making fencers fight in their prefence 

till ftreams of blood gufhed over the tables and difhes. — 
The Egpytians, in like manner, at their feafls, had peribns> 
who cried to the company whilft they exhibited images. 
of death ; Drink, and be merry, for fuch ihall be thy 
fate at 


THE END. 
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